Wednesday, 15 July 2026

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASTON TIRROLD AND ASTON UPTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th JULY 2026

 

26-27/017 Apologies for absence
Neil Carter (NC), Johnny Hope-Smith OCC (JHS), Crispin Topping SODC (CT), Sarah Munro (SM)
	
26-27/018 Present  
Jane Imbush Chair (JI), Simon Young Vice-Chair (SY), Jane Knight (JBK), Tom Mooney (TM), Peter Butcher (PB), Mary Severin (MS), Joanna Hart (JH), Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), 

 Members of the public - 5

26-27/019 Declaration of any relevant interests
	     None

26-27/020 Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on 17th June 2026 were then agreed by all and signed by the Chair. 

26-27/021 Public questions, comments, or representations

26-27/022 OALC to attend and advise the Parish Council on required changes to current processes, with particular focus on committee procedures.
The PCs internal audit has identified that the current position is untenable and that there needs to be a change to the management and financial arrangements of ARC. The discussion centered position and legal status of ARC and the PC. It cannot be a subcommittee of the PC as currently formed.  

There are 3 main options which will be discussed with ARC and the PC.  Legal advice may be required to ensure the right solution is in place to protect the good work done by our volunteers on ARC as well as arish Councillors

26-27/023 Nicole West (Chair of the Village Hall Committee) To attend to discuss funding for replacement windows for the Village Hall.
The Village Hall committee (VHC) have received quotes to replace the windows.  The library room was completed in 2024. Quotes are currently be assessed before a preferred supplier is agreed.  Grants have been applied for with the VHC are asking the PC for c£2000 in support of the grant application.  There is currently c6.6k of CIL monies remaining from the original allocation.  The PC confirmed they would be happy to support the application. 

26-27/024 SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council

SODC: Report received
OCC: Report received

See link for SODC report
https://www.theastons.net/local-councils/parish-council/council-meeting-minutes
See link for OCC report
https://www.theastons.net/local-councils/parish-council/council-meeting-minutes


26-27/025 Planning 
  To consider the following planning permissions: 

a) P26/S1798/FUL – For development work at the following location: Aston Farm Moreton Road near Aston Tirrold OX11 9AW

The application is for: Amendments to an existing access and laying of hard standing to improve an existing track (retrospective application).
 
The applicant, Mr Jordan Scott-Ely represented himself at the meeting.  
This retrospective application is for "amendments to an existing access and laying of hardstanding to improve an existing track ".  It is not an application for "a proposed agricultural enterprise" – intended to be a poultry farm - although the applicant made it clear that this was his longer-term ambition.

The PC made the following comments:
1. The land is not being used for any agricultural use at the moment, nor has any evidence been provided that it is going to be used for agriculture, so there is no justification for the track to be improved.  The suggestion in the Design and Access Statement that it will be used for a poultry farm is not enough to overcome this objection. The complex planning history is also noted, including the previous failed appeal.

2. No justification is provided in technical highways terms for the new entrance, including the geometry of visibility splays. The design needs to be supported by the evidence from a highways engineer and agreed with OCC officers.

3. With regard to permitted development, whilst not relevant to this application but raised at para 4.13 of the Design and Access Statement, the use of the word ‘chattels’ to describe the placing of ‘small portable poultry houses’ and rotated around the site is not agreed without sight of what these are exactly, and a legal view based in case law on this subject.  The courts have ruled that large or heavy moveable structures may still require planning permission because of the visual impact on the landscape; this is particularly so because the land is within the National Landscape.

4. The retention of any existing buildings or structures at the site must be subject to a separate application for a Certificate of Lawful Existing Use or Development, with the onus placed on the applicant to provide the appropriate evidence.

5. There is great concern about the continuing unauthorised activity on the site, such as the installation of the container, which was carried there on a very large vehicle with difficulty negotiating the narrow lanes of the village. The applicant stated that the container is temporary, however there appeared to be no notification made to the planning authority to check the legality of this, despite it being subject to planning enforcement action.

6. There is a significant lack of trust between the applicant and the PC. For example, the applicant stated verbally at the April 2026 PC meeting that he wishes to live on the site, however this was then denied at the July meeting. He also stated that he thought planning permission was not required for the track despite his father (who is chair of Berinsfield PC and presumably therefore well-versed in these matters) also supporting him at the meeting. The PC also considered that the applicant’s planning advisers should have alerted him to the need to seek planning permission because they visited the site in January 2026 (before work commenced) and in April (after the work had been reported to the Enforcement Team)

7. The name taken for the site, ‘Aston Farm’ is in fact already used in the village and could have potentially dangerous consequences if, in the event of a fire, the Fire Service was called to the wrong property.

It is for these reasons that the Parish Council objects to this application


b) P26/S1939/HH - For development work at the following location: Manor Barn Aston Street Aston Tirrold Didcot OX11 9DJ

The application is for: Detached garden building (Shepherd's Hut).  The PC supports this application 


26-27/026 ARC
a) Approve Minute’s from July’s meeting. – were not available at the meeting given ARC met on July 6th.  
b) Astonbury has made a profit of c£5k including donations. 


26-27/027 Finance 
a) Payments below approved
	Simplicity Payroll Service 
	£26.40

	Simplicity Payroll Year End Submission
	£60.00

	Clerk Salary
	£317.60

	HMRC PAYE Liability
	£2.40

	Clerk Expenses – Folder & Dividers
	£2.79


b) Approve June’s Financial Statement- Approved 
  

26-27/028 CLP Groups
a) Roads and traffic – not discussed
b) Housing and Development – not discussed
c) Environment group – no communication has been received from OCC regarding the Hedgerow and verge management plan. 

26-27/029 To Discuss progress with the Internal Auditors Recommendations.
The PC are continuing to work through the recommendations from the internal auditor. This year’s report will follow the same steps as last year and a plan will be put forward in the coming months.

26-27/030 To discuss and approve if the PC require any bulk bags of salt or bins for Winter.
Salt bins are £300.00 plus VAT. One bag of salt is provided for free and additional bags are £100.00 each.  
The PC agreed that 1 free bag be ordered. No new bins are required. 	  				

26-27/031 Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30 pm on Thursday 17th September 2026 which will be held in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at: 20:55

26-27/032 Review Monthly Calendar tasks
Following meetings will be on the third Wednesday of the month except for December when it will be the second Wednesday due to the closeness to Christmas:
21st October 2026
18th November 2026
9th December 2026
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