Monday, 26 January 2026

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASTON TIRROLD AND ASTON UPTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 21st JANUARY 2026
 

13/093 Apologies for absence 
Jane Knight (JBK), Tom Mooney (TM), Crispin Topping SODC (CT), Johnny Hope-Smith OCC (JHS), Charlotte Ray (CR)
	
13/094 Present  
Jane Imbush Chair (JI), Simon Young Vice-Chair (SY), Sarah Munro (SM), Peter Butcher (PB), Mary Severin (MS), Neil Carter (NC), Joanna Hart (JH), Anne-Marie Simpson SODC (AMS), 
	
 Members of the public - 0

13/095 Declaration of any relevant interests
	None

13/096 Minutes
Minutes from the meeting held on 10th December 2025 were then agreed by all and signed by the Chair. 

13/097 Public questions, comments, or representations
SODC will allow one village brown bin.  Currently this is at the Burial Ground and is in constant use. The Village Hall also need a bin for garden/green waste. Cllr Severin as the village hall representative asked if it could be moved to the VH. As the PCC receives funds from the PC for burial ground maintenance, it was suggested that the free bin goes to the VH and if the PCC needs to pay for bn emptying, that this can be discussed with the PCC. Cllr Hart and Cllr Severin will liaise.

13/098 SODC and OCC Reports to the Parish Council

SODC:
· Neighbourhood Planning event on 28 January at 2pm Didcot Civic Hall.
· Joint Local Plan (JLP) Examination - Following our correspondence with the Inspectors on the subject of Duty to Cooperate (DtC), the Inspectors of our JLP have asked for a Procedural Meeting (PM) which will take place 12-2pm on 12th February.
· Coming soon: Community Infrastructure Levy Grant - The second round of funding for the Community Infrastructure Levy Grant Fund will open to Town and Parish councils and not-for-profit community groups in South Oxfordshire early this year.
A total of £750,000 is being offered to support projects that improve or create new
community amenities such as community centres, sports and cultural facilities, play areas, and open spaces.
· Thames Water funding for community flood prevention projects - Thames Water is offering local organisations funds to install small scale SuDS (Sustainable Drainage Systems) schemes e.g. planting, paving removal, water butts etc. Applications are open until 31 March. Interested parties should get in touch with swam.applications@thameswater.co.uk
· Councils secure a high-quality and sustainable future for leisure facilities in uncertain time South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have secured the future of the districts’ leisure services by extending their leisure contract for a further three years, unlocking savings, and securing fresh investment in facilities until 31 August 2029.


OCC:
· Didcot – Oxford Rail Line Closure: Buses Replacing Trains (1–8 February 2026) Major engineering work at Oxford Station means the rail line between Didcot Parkway and Oxford will be fully closed for eight days at the start of February.
· Free Park &amp; Ride Bus Travel Offer to Continue Until March 2026.
· REMINDER - Consultation – Improving Oxfordshire’s Fire and Rescue Service - Oxfordshire County Council is consulting on proposals to improve how the Fire and Rescue Service responds to emergencies and delivers community safety.
· REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects - The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.

See link for SODC report
Aston_Tirrold___Aston_Upthorpe_Parish_Council_DC_Report_210126.docx

See link for OCC report
County_Councillor_Parish_Report_Jan_2026.docx


13/099 Planning 
  To consider the following planning permissions: None 
a) Cllr Imbush agreed to attend the Neighborhood Planning Event on January 28th (booked),
b) Cllr Munro and Cllr Knight or Cllr Mooney will attend the planning training meeting on March 3rd in Didcot.  SM to book 2 spaces.
c) Cllr Imbush will attend the planning training meeting on February 28th in Wantage (booked).


13/100 ARC
a) Approve Minute’s from January’s meeting. – There was no meeting. 


13/101 Finance 
a) Payments below approved
	Simplicity Payroll Service 
	£26.40

	Charlotte Ray Clerk Fees
	£310.00

	Village Hall Invoice (Hall Hire 3x meetings Oct-Dec)
	£75.00

	Invoice Wel Medical – Replacement Defib Pads
	£158.70

	SODC Dog Bins Invoice (1st April – 30th Sept)
	£280.94

	Charlotte Ray – Expenses Printer ink
	£11.99

	Rustic Management Invoice to repair village noticeboards
	£135.00


b) Approve December’s Financial Statement- Approved 


13/102 CLP Groups
a) Roads and traffic – Nothing to report
b) Housing and Development – Nothing to report
c) Environment group - Cllr Carter to contact Anna Dillon regarding a village biodiversity survey and understand what was undertaken during the Springline project as well as the work undertaken in Pics field.  


13/103 To Discuss progress with the Internal Auditors Recommendations.


13/104 Items for next agenda
Date of the next meeting is at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 18th February 2026 which will be held in the Village Hall.

Apologies received from Cllr Knight February’s meeting.

The meeting closed at: 20:14

13/105 Review Monthly Calendar tasks

Following meetings will be on the third Wednesday of the month except for December when it will be the second Wednesday due to the closeness to Christmas:
18th February 2026
18th March 2026
15th April 2026
20th May 2026
17th June 2026
15th July 2026
16th September 2026
21st October 2026
18th November 2026
9th December 2026
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