

Astons’ Recreation Committee      	

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th April 2026 
Attendees
	Name
	Susan 
Pallet
	Amberley 
Diamond
	Joanna Hart
	Liz Pattison
	Maria
Martin
	Jo Walshe
	Laura Haigh
	Gillian
Golding
	Sarah Munro

	
	SP
	AD
	JH
	LP
	MM
	JW
	LH
	GG
	SM

	Role
	
	
	PC
	Joint Chair & Bookings
	
	Treasurer
	
	Joint Chair & Maintenance
	PC

	Present?
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No



2026 Meeting Schedule

	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	-
	02
	02
	13
	11
	01
	6 
	--
	07
	05
	02
	07


	
Previous minutes of 2nd March were approved.
Health and Safety Issues & Maintenance

1. Fire Risk Assessment (FRA)
FRA is scheduled with Red Box for 20th April. GG compiling documents needed for the FRA.

2. Goal repairs
New nets have been purchased. 
ACTION: GG to follow up with Jeremy re fitting

3. Bonfire detritus removal
Over the last 5+ years the remains of bonfires have accumulated near the gate. Historically removal was via a grabber, but this is no longer possible as grabbers see it as hazardous waste. GG received advice from Grundon that they do not consider the bonfire waste meets the definition of ‘hazardous waste’, but do not offer grabbers, so it would have to be skips instead. Prices have been received from Grundon for waste removal. Total cost (calculated by weight and volume of waste in skip) appears high at over £1,000 but profiled across the number of years the waste has not be cleared it seems more reasonable. Awaiting a second quote and investigating options for digger & driver hire to load waste into skips as Grundon cannot provide this and likely to be too much for volunteer resource.

Action: GG to investigate options for digger and driver hire alongside the waste removal

4. Removal of unused items from cricket net area
Build-up of unsightly items in cricket nets area and to the right and left of the gate including bonfire waste; pallets not used for bonfire; large logs not used or useable for bonfire; topsoil and rubble. Proposal to fix fence panels to existing fence posts to screen off and deter fly tipping while items are removed.

Action: ARC to identify and co-ordinate jobs that will need the digger and tackle them at the same time to optimise hire of digger




ROSPA Report
Playground slide and mound

Slide was highlighted as a safety risk in the RoSPA report and has deteriorated further. The sharp edges are currently covered with bubble wrap, but ARC recognises that the slide needs to be removed from the mound. This is a big job, not one that can be done on the Work Day, so will seek contractors. Following discussion ARC agreed rather than remove the mound it would remediate the mound with earth from the pile on rec and cover with grass.

Other ROSPA items

Other risk items identified in ROSPA playground report have been reviewed and discussed. It was agreed that ARC would continue to monitor with monthly checks of equipment and address specific items of equipment repair when needed so that we continue to maintain a safe play area. 

Action: GG to contact Fawns to quote for repairs to play equipment they have supplied for consideration by ARC

Action: ARC to develop prioritised list of jobs to tackle over next two years

Spring Workday
List of jobs compiled and a sign-up sheet circulated by social media. 
Financial Matters
Current balance is £21,999.97 (£21,786.70) on 31st March 2026
        
Payments out:
· Bank service charge: £4.25
· E & W Plumbing and Heating, heating system valve replacement: £241.56
· Grundon bins: £39.23
· British Gas, gas to 8th March: £64.46
· British Gas, electricity to 8th March: £54.41
· Amanda Porter, March cleaning: £65.00
 
Payments in:
· Le Conte, hire: £140.00
· Blewbury Amazons hire: £215.00
· Everflow, water overcharge rebate: £327.18

Payments pending:
· VAT reclaim to be reimbursed by PC for 2025-26 from PC: £1927.08
· H&S costs to be reimbursed from PC: £573.15
· Re-seeding bonfire site and tractor diesel: £186.66

Meter Readings 08/03/2026:   GAS: 77290 (77235)     Electricity: 6993 (6509) These readings were taken by smart meter and confirmed onsite.

Action: JW and SM to meet to agree new format of ARC financial information for PC AGM in May





Recreation Ground Users

	User
	Month
	Dates

	Blewbury Amazons
	January
	24

	
	February
	07; 14; 28

	
	March
	07; 14

	
	April
	11; 25

	
	May
	02; 9; 23; 30

	ACC
	April
	19; 26

	
	May
	03; 17

	
	June
	07; 21

	
	July
	05; 26

	
	August
	16; 23

	
	September
	06

	Child’s party
	May
	16

	Child’s party
	August
	22

	Party
	September
	25–27



Amendments to pavilion hire
Following issues resulting from a recent pavilion hire, ARC agreed to limit the age groups for parties to children or adults only. 

Action: GG to compile itemised list of repairs/cleaning and costs and LP to send to hirers for repayment to ARC.
Fundraising and Social
Astonbury
AD noted that support is required to manage Astonbury car parking. It was noted that keeping all the Astonbury rotas e.g. bar, car park, gate etc. together would be helpful to ensure no double booking of volunteers. JH noted that there were people in the village who had undertaken car-parking duties at previous Astonbury’s. ARC requested further clarity from AD/LH regarding requirements for car-parking supervision.

Bonfire 2026
Proposed date for bonfire is 7th November. Request for approval of bonfire budget to be added to PC agenda for 20th May meeting.

Safari Supper
Proposed date 12th September.
Any Other Business
ARC & Parish Council AGMs will take place in May.

Action: GG/LP to prepare ARC Chairs report and JW to prepare ARC financial report for PC AGM 20th May.

Outstanding Actions
	Action
	Actionee

	Ask Parish Clerk to ask OALC if there are any standard Ts & Cs for hiring 
	JH
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