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Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,
Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback, if its too much or not enough and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items which I think may be specifically appropriate for the Parishes to consider advertising or acting upon
[image: ]
Best wishes,
Johnny
HART of the Community – Tackling Local Highways Issues
Oxfordshire County Council has launched new Highways Asset Response Teams (HARTs) to deliver fast, visible improvements to local roads and footpaths - directly responding to resident concerns.
These mobile teams are designed to “blitz” areas with clusters of small but noticeable issues reported via Fix My Street, such as:
· Cleaning street signs
· Removing damaged railings
· Clearing overgrown vegetation
· Resetting uneven slabs and kerbstones
· Cleaning debris from footways
· Removing fly posters and redundant street barriers
· Patching smaller road defects
· Repairing footway defects
What parishes can do:
· Encourage residents to report issues (preferably with photos) via Fix My Street: https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
· Highlight local hotspots to the County Council for future HART visits – Have you received yours?
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/hart-of-the-community-new-teams-target-areas-most-in-need-of-highway-work/
1. Have Our Say – Science Vale Movement and Place Plan Consultation
Oxfordshire County Council has launched a public consultation on the new Movement and Place (MAP) Plan for Science Vale — a long-term vision to improve transport, public spaces, and quality of life across the area.
The MAP Plan is a 25-year strategy covering towns and villages including Didcot, Wantage, Harwell, East & West Hagbourne, North & South Moreton, Long & Little Wittenham, Sutton Courtenay, Milton, and others. It aims to support sustainable growth by:
· Improving walking, cycling, and public transport options
· Enhancing public spaces and village centres
· Reducing congestion and improving air quality
· Supporting access to jobs, education, and services
· Making travel safer and more inclusive
The plan is a “live” document, meaning it will be regularly updated to reflect community feedback and future needs.
What parishes can do:
· Encourage residents to take part in the consultation before 1 December 2025
· Share the MAP Plan summary and survey link locally
· Provide parish-level feedback on transport priorities and public space improvements
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/science-vale-map
Your input will help shape the final version of the plan, which is due to be presented to the Council’s Cabinet in January 2026.
INFO & ACTION – Electric Blanket Safety Checks – Over One in Three Fail
Following the recent electric blanket testing events promoted my Septembers CC report, Oxfordshire County Council’s Trading Standards team has reported a concerning increase in failure rates.
Between 22 September and 10 October, over 920 electric blankets were tested at ten events across the county — nearly 200 more than last year. Alarmingly, 338 blankets failed safety checks, representing a 36.7% failure rate, up from the previous year.
Why this matters:
· Faulty electric blankets pose a serious risk of fire or injury, especially during colder months.
· Even newer blankets can fail safety tests.
· Common issues include exposed or bunched wires, wear and tear, and internal faults not visible to the eye.
What parishes can do:
· Remind residents to check their electric blankets before use
· Share advice from Electrical Safety First on how to spot faults: https://www.electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk
· Encourage safe disposal of old or damaged blankets at local recycling centres
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpd2y0je4zqo
2. INFO - New Lane Rental Scheme to Reduce Roadwork Disruption
Oxfordshire County Council has received government approval to introduce a Lane Rental Scheme (LRS), aimed at reducing the disruption caused by roadworks on the county’s busiest roads.
The scheme allows the council to charge utility companies and developers a daily fee for carrying out works on key parts of the road network during peak times. This creates a financial incentive to:
· Complete works more quickly
· Avoid peak-hour disruption
· Improve coordination between different works promoters
· Use smarter planning and technology to minimise delays
Why this matters:
· Oxfordshire sees around 30,000 roadwork requests per year
· The current permit scheme only allows cost recovery — LRS goes further by encouraging better behaviour
· Roughly 9% of the network (the busiest roads, esp bus usage) will be subject to charges
· Surplus income will be reinvested into improving the highway network
What parishes can do:
· Share this update with residents to explain how the council is tackling roadwork disruption
REMINDER – Free Park and Ride Bus Travel & Temporary Congestion Charge
As shared last month, Oxfordshire County Council is offering free bus travel from park and ride sites until the end of January 2026, alongside a temporary congestion charge in Oxford.
· Valid for up to 2 adults and 3 children with a park and ride parking ticket
· Applies to all bus services from the five park and ride sites
The £5 daily congestion charge applies to six key roads, but many exemptions and free permits are available — including for carers, blue badge holders, and Oxfordshire residents, 25 per car in our area.
The aim of the scheme is to cut congestion & improve air quality 
What parishes can do:
· Remind residents to take advantage of the free travel offer
· Share this informal but helpful guide with tips and exemptions
https://oxfordclarion.uk/twelve-easy-hacks-to-beat-oxfords-congestion-charge-2/
· or/and share official Permit info and applications site: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/congestioncharge
REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects
The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.
Parish councils, community groups, and local organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to support projects that benefit residents. Examples might include:
· Improvements to community facilities
· Local environmental initiatives
· Activities that promote wellbeing or inclusion
· Smaller-scale projects are especially encouraged, as the fund is modest and intended to support a wide range of communities across Oxfordshire
Key details:
· Applications must be submitted by 30 November 2026
· Grants are typically paid within 28 days of approval
· Applicants must register for an account to apply and track progress
· Monitoring and reporting are required for successful projects
To ensure your project meets the funding criteria, please read the guidance document before applying.
What parishes can do:
· Identify local projects that could benefit from modest funding 
· Collaborate with community groups to develop proposals
· Submit applications early to allow time for review and payment
Keep records and be prepared to report on outcomes
For more information or to apply, visit the Councillor Priority Fund page.
https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund
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