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Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,
Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback; or if its too much or not enough and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items which I think may be specifically appropriate for the Parish Councils to consider advertising or acting upon
[image: ]
Best wishes,
Johnny
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[bookmark: _Toc229427307]1,500 New Public EV Charge Points Planned Across Oxfordshire
Key Details
· Oxfordshire County Council will deliver around 1,500 new public electric vehicle (EV) charge points as part of the Local EV Infrastructure (LEVI) programme.
· The programme is backed by over £4 million of Department for Transport funding.
· It is aimed at supporting the estimated 30% of households without off‑street parking.
· Two operators, Connected Kerb and EZ‑Charge, have been appointed to install, operate and maintain the chargers.
· Charger locations are being informed by data mapping, consultation, local demand and electrical capacity.
· Residents who park on‑street outside their home can alternatively apply for a subsidised EV charging cable channel at a cost of £300.

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/climate-action/electric-vehicles/ev-cable-channel
What Parishes Can Do
· Encourage residents to log demand using the EV charger and car club demand tracker to influence where chargers are installed.
· Share information locally with residents who do not have driveways and are considering switching to an EV.
· Feed in local knowledge on suitable locations or constraints (e.g. village centres, parking pressures).
· Promote the cable‑channel option as a practical alternative where public chargers are not suitable.

[bookmark: _Toc229427308]Household Waste Recycling Centres – Cleaning & Repairs Programme
Key Details
· Oxfordshire County Council will carry out a programme of cleaning and essential repairs at household waste recycling centres (HWRCs) across the county.
· Works include deep cleaning, safety improvements and repairs to keep sites operating safely and efficiently.
· Some centres may have short, temporary closures while work is completed.
· The programme is planned to minimise disruption, with advance notice provided where closures are required.
· Oakley Wood, near Wallingford: Thursday 7 and Friday 8 May
What Parishes Can Do
· Share information locally so residents are aware of possible short‑term closures.
· Encourage residents to check the HWRC website before travelling, especially during the works period.
· Promote alternative nearby sites where appropriate.
· Reassure residents that the works are intended to improve safety and reliability of recycling centres in the long term.

[bookmark: _Toc229427309]INFO - SEND Services – Government Recognises Improvement in Oxfordshire
Key Details

The government has formally recognised ongoing improvements in services for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in Oxfordshire.

· This follows monitoring by Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission, which found effective action has been taken since the 2023 inspection.
· Improvements include stronger leadership and governance, better partnership working, and increased involvement of children, young people and families.
· Progress has been noted in areas such as EHCP timeliness, communication, and quality assurance of SEND provision.
· Inspectors acknowledged that while progress is clear, further work is still required to ensure consistency across all services.
What Parishes Can Do

· Share reassurance locally that SEND services are improving, while acknowledging that challenges remain.
· Encourage families to continue engaging with SEND forums, consultations and feedback opportunities.
· Signpost residents to county‑level SEND support and information where appropriate.
· Feedback any local SEND concerns to me so they can be raised with officers.

https://www.localgov.co.uk/Improvement-notice-lifted-on-Oxfordshires-SEND-services/64231
[bookmark: _Toc229427310]INFO - Clifton Hampden Bypass – New Milestone Reached
Key Details

· Oxfordshire County Council has reached a new milestone in the long‑running work to deliver a bypass for Clifton Hampden.
· The update marks further progress in the agreed process, following many years of work to address traffic impacts through the village.
· The milestone reflects completion of a defined next step, allowing the project to move forward to the following stage.
· The bypass remains intended to reduce through‑traffic, improve safety, and enhance quality of life for local residents.

https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/new-milestone-in-plans-to-build-clifton-hampden-bypass/

[bookmark: _Toc222424546][bookmark: _Toc229427311]REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects – OVER HALF NOW ALLOCATED
The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.
Parish councils, community groups, and local organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to support projects that benefit residents. Examples might include:
· Improvements to community facilities
· Local environmental initiatives
· Activities that promote wellbeing or inclusion
· Smaller-scale projects are especially encouraged, as the fund is modest and intended to support a wide range of communities across Oxfordshire
Key details:
· Applications must be submitted by 30 November 2026
· Grants are typically paid within 28 days of approval
· Applicants must register for an account to apply and track progress
· Monitoring and reporting are required for successful projects
To ensure your project meets the funding criteria, please read the guidance document before applying.
What Parishes Can Do
· Identify local projects that could benefit from modest funding 
· Collaborate with community groups to develop proposals
· Submit applications early to allow time for review and payment
Keep records and be prepared to report on outcomes
For more information or to apply, visit the Councillor Priority Fund page.
https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund
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