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Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,
Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback; or if its too much or not enough and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items which I think may be specifically appropriate for the Parish Councils to consider advertising or acting upon
[image: ]
Best wishes,
Johnny
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[bookmark: _Toc223976670]Community Hubs Survey – OCC Asking Groups to Take Part
Oxfordshire County Council and Community First Oxfordshire are working to understand more about what the community hubs there are across the county. This will help us strengthen the visibility and voice of community hubs
Key Details
· The survey is for any organisation that runs or hosts activities in a building used regularly by the community.
· Hubs may provide social, economic, health or environmental benefits and often act as trusted connectors within their neighbourhoods.
· The aim is to strengthen the visibility, voice and role of community hubs as part of work on Community Wealth Building.
· Survey takes no more than 15 minutes.
· Participants can opt into a prize draw for one of three £100 donations to their hub.
· Survey runs 16 February – 17 March 2026.
What Parishes Can Do
· Share the survey with village halls, community centres, churches, youth groups, charities and volunteer‑run spaces.
· Encourage local hubs to take part so Oxfordshire can build an accurate picture of community activity.
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/community-hubs-survey
[bookmark: _Toc223976671]Flood Warden Scheme – Volunteers Needed
An appeal has been issued for volunteers to help their communities understand flood risks and responsibilities by becoming flood wardens.
Key Details
· Oxfordshire County Council has expanded its flood warden scheme countywide following successful pilots. 
· Flood wardens are volunteers who act as local eyes and ears, reporting blocked drains, ditches and issues that could increase flood risk. 
· Anyone can volunteer - residents, parish councillors, resilience volunteers or community groups and there is no minimum time commitment. 
· The council provides training and support, including an initial one‑hour briefing call. 
· Flood wardens help raise awareness, work with local landowners, support emergency planning and improve community preparedness.
What Parishes Can Do
· Share the opportunity locally and encourage volunteers, especially those in flood‑prone areas.
· Direct interested residents to the Oxfordshire Flood Toolkit to sign up. https://www.oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com/flood-wardens/
· Promote reporting of blocked drains/ditches as part of wider flood resilience work.
· Consider linking parish emergency plans with local flood wardens for better coordination
[bookmark: _Toc223976672]Free ‘20’s Plenty’ Stickers Available for Residents
Oxfordshire has now introduced its 275th 20mph scheme, delivered in partnership with town and parish councils since the programme began in 2022. To mark this milestone, residents can now apply for free wheelie bin stickers to encourage drivers to respect the lower speed limit in residential areas. The stickers are being provided jointly by Oxfordshire County Council and the national campaign group 20’s Plenty for Us. 
What Parishes Can Do
· Share the sticker application link below with residents via newsletters, Facebook pages and email lists.
https://www.20splenty.org/oxon_wbs
· Encourage residents to use the stickers to reinforce community support for the 20mph schemes already implemented in your area.
· Remind residents that 20mph schemes are introduced only where requested by parish and town councils, and that community support helps their long‑term success.
[bookmark: _Toc223976673]INFO - Secondary School Offers – Majority Receive First Choice
Almost nine out of ten Oxfordshire children applying for secondary school places across the county have been offered a place at their first choice school for September
Key Details
· 85.4% of Oxfordshire children have been offered their first‑choice secondary school for September 2026.
· 96.4% received one of their preferred schools, reflecting strong performance in school place planning across the county.
· Where a school was oversubscribed, some families did not receive their first preference.
· Families can appeal decisions by 31 March 2026 and can join waiting lists from 25 May 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc223976674]REMINDER - LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION
A statutory government consultation on the future structure of local government in Oxfordshire has launched and runs from 5 February to 26 March.
Key Details
· There are three options being consulted on:
· One Oxfordshire – a single countywide unitary council (Oxfordshire Council)
· Two unitary councils – Oxford & Shires Council and Ridgeway Council
· Three unitary councils – Greater Oxford Council, Northern Oxfordshire Council and Ridgeway Council
Links
· Consultation Link with links to the three proposals https://oneoxfordshire.org.uk/
[bookmark: _Hlk221684507]What Parishes Can Do
· Share the consultation link with residents and encourage participation.
· Consider submitting a formal parish council response, as parish-level feedback will form part of government’s assessment.

[bookmark: _Toc222424546][bookmark: _Toc223976675]REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects – HALF NOW ALLOCATED
The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.
Parish councils, community groups, and local organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to support projects that benefit residents. Examples might include:
· Improvements to community facilities
· Local environmental initiatives
· Activities that promote wellbeing or inclusion
· Smaller-scale projects are especially encouraged, as the fund is modest and intended to support a wide range of communities across Oxfordshire
Key details:
· Applications must be submitted by 30 November 2026
· Grants are typically paid within 28 days of approval
· Applicants must register for an account to apply and track progress
· Monitoring and reporting are required for successful projects
To ensure your project meets the funding criteria, please read the guidance document before applying.
What Parishes Can Do
· Identify local projects that could benefit from modest funding 
· Collaborate with community groups to develop proposals
· Submit applications early to allow time for review and payment
Keep records and be prepared to report on outcomes
For more information or to apply, visit the Councillor Priority Fund page.
https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund
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