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Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,
Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback; or if its too much or not enough and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items which I think may be specifically appropriate for the Parish Councils to consider advertising or acting upon
[image: ]
Best wishes,
Johnny
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[bookmark: _Toc231405236]Renewable Energy Consultation – Community Funding Opportunity
Key Details
· Oxfordshire County Council has launched a consultation on a new policy for Community Benefit Contributions (CBC) and Community Shared Ownership (CSO) linked to renewable energy projects.
· The policy aims to ensure local communities directly benefit from developments such as solar farms and battery storage.
· For host communities, this could mean annual, index‑linked payments for 20 to 40 years into a locally controlled fund.
· For projects under 10MW, 100% of funding would stay within the local community.
· Parish and community groups would help decide how funds are spent through a Community Action Plan.
· There are already 25+ renewable projects in the Oxfordshire pipeline, potentially generating over £20 million in community benefit funding by 2030
What Parishes Can Do
· Respond to the consultation and encourage residents to do the same:
· Consider how your parish could use long‑term funding (e.g. facilities, climate projects, transport, community services).
· Engage early if renewable schemes are proposed locally to ensure your parish secures its share of funding.
· Begin thinking about local priorities that could form the basis of a future Community Action Plan.
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cbc-and-cso-in-oxfordshire

[bookmark: _Toc231405237]Road Safety – Oxfordshire Leads Regional Reduction in Casualties
Key Details

· New data shows Oxfordshire is leading the region in reducing road casualties, with a downward trend in serious injuries and fatalities.
· The figures reflect the impact of a range of measures including 20mph schemes, road safety improvements and targeted interventions.
· Reductions have been seen across different road users, including drivers, cyclists and pedestrians.
· The progress aligns with the council’s wider aim to improve road safety and create safer, more liveable communities.

What Parishes Can Do

· Share the positive trend locally to build support for road safety initiatives such as 20mph limits.
· Encourage residents to continue reporting safety concerns or hazardous locations.
· Support local measures that improve safety, including speed awareness, signage and community campaigns.
· Feed in local concerns about speeding or dangerous junctions to inform future improvements
Link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9d3z2n2n5zo
[bookmark: _Toc231405238]INFO/REMINDER - Highways Maintenance Updates & Resources
· Oxfordshire County Council continues its programme of highways maintenance, including surface dressing, grass cutting, gully cleaning and pothole repairs.
· Dedicated webpages and portals are available for each activity, providing latest schedules, updates and communications materials for parishes.

What Parishes Can Do
Share relevant updates with residents using the official pages:
· Surface dressing: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks/how-we-maintain-our-roads/surface-dressing
· Grass cutting: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks/how-we-maintain-our-roads/grass-cutting
· Gully cleaning: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks/how-we-maintain-our-roads/cleaning-drains-and-gullies

[bookmark: _Toc231405239]INFO - Leadership Change – New Leader and Cabinet Reshuffle
Key Details

· Cllr Tim Bearder has been appointed as the new Leader of Oxfordshire County Council.
· Following this appointment, there has been a reshuffle of Cabinet roles and responsibilities.
· The Leader sets the council’s overall direction and priorities, with Cabinet members taking responsibility for key service areas.
· While services continue as normal, the reshuffle may shape future policy focus and decision making.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdxpjnydxeno
[bookmark: _Toc231405240]REMINDER - Water Safety – Summer Safety Message
· Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service is urging residents to stay safe around open water, particularly during warm weather.
· Open water (rivers, lakes, quarries) can be extremely dangerous, with risks including cold water shock, strong currents and hidden hazards.
· Several serious incidents and deaths have already been reported nationally and locally during recent hot weather.
· Young people are particularly at risk, especially during the summer holidays.
If someone is in trouble in the water, remember “Phone, Float, Throw”
·  Phone 999
· Encourage them to float on their back
· Throw something to help them stay afloat
· What Parishes Can Do

· Share this safety message widely via parish newsletters, social media and noticeboards.
[bookmark: _Toc222424546][bookmark: _Toc231405241]REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects – OVER HALF NOW ALLOCATED
The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.
Parish councils, community groups, and local organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to support projects that benefit residents. Examples might include:
· Improvements to community facilities
· Local environmental initiatives
· Activities that promote wellbeing or inclusion
· Smaller-scale projects are especially encouraged, as the fund is modest and intended to support a wide range of communities across Oxfordshire
Key details:
· Applications must be submitted by 30 November 2026
· Grants are typically paid within 28 days of approval
· Applicants must register for an account to apply and track progress
· Monitoring and reporting are required for successful projects
To ensure your project meets the funding criteria, please read the guidance document before applying.
What Parishes Can Do
· Identify local projects that could benefit from modest funding 
· Collaborate with community groups to develop proposals
· Submit applications early to allow time for review and payment
Keep records and be prepared to report on outcomes
For more information or to apply, visit the Councillor Priority Fund page.
https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund
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