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Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,
Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback; or if its too much or not enough and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items which I think may be specifically appropriate for the Parish Councils to consider advertising or acting upon
[image: ]
Best wishes,
Johnny
POTHOLES 
Following recent emails received from residents, conversations on the streets and general posts read on here I thought it might be a good idea to outline the current situation with highways and, yes, the dreaded pothole(s). As a motorist, cyclist, pedestrian and parent, I’m dealing with the same roads as everyone else and I completely share the frustration.
Key Details
· Long‑term issue: national underfunding of roads. For more than a decade, councils nationwide have faced reduced road‑maintenance grants, meaning less preventative resurfacing and more reactive pothole repairs.
· Recent weather has caused severe road deterioration. Heavy rain followed by repeated freezing temperatures is the worst possible combination for asphalt, causing rapid pothole formation across the whole country, not just Oxfordshire.
· Oxfordshire has more than doubled repair crews. The county council and its contractor now have twice as many teams out on the 3,000‑mile network to tackle the surge in defects.
· Some repairs now require full structural work, not patches. Due to the scale of winter damage, many potholes can’t simply be filled; larger failing sections need cutting out and resurfacing.
Links
· A good overview of the national, systemic problems behind this -  BBC Panorama episode “The Pothole Problem” broadcasted on 8th December 2025 and on iplayer is worth a watch https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002nc89
· Additional context from The Local Government Association https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/pothole-repair-funding-uk-has-reduced-more-majority-other-oecd-nations-lga-analysis
· Additional crews link - https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/more-crews-repairing-potholes
· Fix My Street Link - https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
What Parishes Can Do
· Encourage Fix My Street submissions with photos, highlight the worst ones to me you are not getting suitable response times and action to with the FMS number. Highlight ones considered more hazardous.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION
A statutory government consultation on the future structure of local government in Oxfordshire has launched and runs from 5 February to 26 March.
Key Details
· There are three options being consulted on:
· One Oxfordshire – a single countywide unitary council (Oxfordshire Council)
· Two unitary councils – Oxford & Shires Council and Ridgeway Council
· Three unitary councils – Greater Oxford Council, Northern Oxfordshire Council and Ridgeway Council
Links
· Consultation Link with links to the three proposals https://oneoxfordshire.org.uk/

[bookmark: _Hlk221684507]What Parishes Can Do
· Share the consultation link with residents and encourage participation.
· Consider submitting a formal parish council response, as parish-level feedback will form part of government’s assessment.
INFO - COUNTY COUNCIL SETS 2026/27 BUDGET
The FY 26/27 Budget was passed by Council on the 11th Feb  
Key Details
· Central government will reduce Oxfordshire’s grant funding by £27.2m by 2028/29, while assuming councils will fill the gap through the maximum 4.99% Council Tax rise every year
· Much of the extra Council Tax raised locally is immediately subtracted by the government through the new funding rules, meaning residents pay more but Oxfordshire receives less.
· Budget balanced for 2026/27 despite £5.4m shortfall, note that the council already knows it must find at least £15.5m in 2027/28, with more in later years due to continued grant cuts and demand pressures.
Links
· Budget Changes on OCC website - https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/about-your-council/council-tax-and-finance/new-budget-changes
· General link on countrywide context - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c4gllzenpvpo
INFO – PIZZA AND POLITICS AT WALLINGFORD TOWN HALL
On 6th February I attended the Pizza and politics youth engagement (secondary school) event, part Q&A, part workshop, lots of pizza.
Key Details
· The session was exceptionally positive - young participants came prepared with thoughtful, challenging and well‑considered questions.
· Their contributions showed a deep understanding of issues affecting local communities, as well as a clear desire to influence decisions made at county level.
· The event demonstrated the importance of ensuring young people’s voices remain at the heart of Oxfordshire’s policy‑making, particularly on themes such as education, transport, environment, and local services.
What Parishes Can Do
· Consider inviting young residents to parish meetings or forums where appropriate, even if for a single agenda item - the quality of their questions and engagement shows they can add real value.
REMINDER INFO - Nearly 70,000 Gullies Cleaned Since April
Oxfordshire County Council is on track to clean every highway drainage gully in the county by March 2026, as part of a £2.6 million programme to improve drainage and reduce flooding risk.
Key Details
· Target: Clean 145,000 gullies and manholes in 12 months.
· Progress: 67,000 gullies cleaned by end of October; 17,000 in October alone.
· Investment: £1.5m additional funding approved in the 2025–26 budget.
· Delivery: Crews doubled from 6 to 12, working day and evening shifts for efficiency.
Benefits:
· Reduces surface water and flood risk.
· Protects roads by preventing potholes caused by standing water and freezing.
· Technology: Tankers use asset management software to log cleans and schedule revisits.
What Parishes Can Do
· Report blocked drains via Fix My Street: https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/nearly-70000-drainage-gullies-cleaned-since-april/

REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects – HALF NOW ALLOCATED
The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.
Parish councils, community groups, and local organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to support projects that benefit residents. Examples might include:
· Improvements to community facilities
· Local environmental initiatives
· Activities that promote wellbeing or inclusion
· Smaller-scale projects are especially encouraged, as the fund is modest and intended to support a wide range of communities across Oxfordshire
Key details:
· Applications must be submitted by 30 November 2026
· Grants are typically paid within 28 days of approval
· Applicants must register for an account to apply and track progress
· Monitoring and reporting are required for successful projects
To ensure your project meets the funding criteria, please read the guidance document before applying.
What parishes can do:
· Identify local projects that could benefit from modest funding 
· Collaborate with community groups to develop proposals
· Submit applications early to allow time for review and payment
Keep records and be prepared to report on outcomes
For more information or to apply, visit the Councillor Priority Fund page.
https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund
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