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Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,
Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback, if its too much or not enough and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items which I think may be specifically appropriate for the Parishes to consider advertising or acting upon
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Best wishes,
Johnny
Consultation – Improving Oxfordshire’s Fire and Rescue Service
Oxfordshire County Council is consulting on proposals to improve how the Fire and Rescue Service responds to emergencies and delivers community safety. The aim is to ensure:
· More fire engines available during peak risk times
· Faster response to incidents across Oxfordshire
· Better alignment of resources to areas of greatest need
· Futureproofing the service for growth and sustainability
Why change?
· Currently, fewer firefighters are on duty during the day, when emergencies are most frequent, and more at night, when incidents are less common.
· This imbalance can lead to slower daytime response times and costly overtime.
· Changes projected to deliver £189k–£310k annual efficiencies by reducing overtime and fleet costs and allow reinvestment into prevention work and modern facilities
· Proposals are based on independent modelling and include reshaping prevention and protection work.
More locally, Impact on Rural Villages like ours (e.g., Cholsey, Wittenhams, Moretons, Hagbournes): positives.
· Faster daytime response: The main proposal forecasts 1 min 46 sec quicker arrival for the first fire engine during the day.
· More prevention work: Extra daytime capacity means more home safety visits and community risk reduction activities in rural areas.
· No change to the Didcot day crew and key hub station
More locally, negatives;
· Wallingford Fire Station Changes
· If moved to Crowmarsh, this is positive for modern facilities, but it means construction disruption and possible longer travel for some staff.
· On-call firefighters who mainly work during the day may face redundancy risk.
· While daytime response improves, night-time response remains vulnerable due to low on-call availability.
· Staff Morale and Recruitment - Changes to crewing models and relocation may affect morale and retention, especially for on-call firefighters in South Oxfordshire.
Key dates
· Consultation Closes: 20 January 2026
· Decision: Spring 2026 after Cabinet review
What parishes can do
· Encourage residents to read the consultation document and take the survey:
· Take part here https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ofrs-consultation
· Offer feedback on local priorities (e.g., rural coverage, prevention work)
Your residents will need to book a visit to a household waste recycling centre from January
Oxfordshire County Council has agreed changes to how the county’s seven HWRCs will operate, following a public consultation with over 5,800 responses
Why the changes?
It is designed to improve recycling rates and traffic flow and ensure fairer costs for Oxfordshire taxpayers.
Key Details
· Booking system starts: 14 January 2026
· Residents to book up to two weeks in advance or 30 minutes before visiting.
· Customers must separate recyclable material from mixed waste before visiting.
· £15 charge for non-Oxfordshire residents per visit.
· Van/trailer permits reduced to 10 per year.
What Parishes Can Do
· Share the booking system start date (14 January 2026) with residents.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/household-waste/household-waste-recycling-centres/book-recycling-centre-visit
· Encourage sorting waste before visiting to comply with new rules.
· Inform residents about permit changes and charges for non-Oxfordshire users.


EV Charging for Homes Without Driveways – Gul-e Rollout
Oxfordshire County Council has appointed ODS to deliver up to 500 cross-pavement EV charging cable channels across the county, using the innovative Gul-e system. This is part of the UK’s largest programme of its kind and a wider £4.3 million government-backed project to expand EV infrastructure. Around one-third of Oxfordshire households lack off-street parking — this scheme makes EV ownership more practical and affordable. This supports Oxfordshire’s net zero goals and complements plans for 1,200 public EV chargers by 2027.
Key Details
· Gul-e units allow safe, trip-free charging from home electricity to vehicles parked at the kerbside.
· Applications are still open via the council’s website; each site will be assessed for safety and suitability.
· Successful applicants will benefit from significantly reduced installation costs thanks to a £700,000 government grant.
· Residents must install a compliant home EV charger once the Gul-e channel is fitted.
· ODS will maintain and inspect installations twice yearly.
What Parishes Can Do
· Promote the application opportunity to residents without driveways. apply here
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/firm-chosen-to-install-electric-vehicle-charging-cable-channels-for-homes-without-driveways/
· Encourage residents to check eligibility and safety criteria before applying.
INFO - Nearly 70,000 Gullies Cleaned Since April
Oxfordshire County Council is on track to clean every highway drainage gully in the county by March 2026, as part of a £2.6 million programme to improve drainage and reduce flooding risk.
Key Details
· Target: Clean 145,000 gullies and manholes in 12 months.
· Progress: 67,000 gullies cleaned by end of October; 17,000 in October alone.
· Investment: £1.5m additional funding approved in the 2025–26 budget.
· Delivery: Crews doubled from 6 to 12, working day and evening shifts for efficiency.
Benefits:
· Reduces surface water and flood risk.
· Protects roads by preventing potholes caused by standing water and freezing.
· Technology: Tankers use asset management software to log cleans and schedule revisits.
What Parishes Can Do
· Report blocked drains via Fix My Street: https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/nearly-70000-drainage-gullies-cleaned-since-april/

INFO - New Management Plan for North Wessex Downs National Landscape
I was this year appointed by Oxfordshire County Council to represent the authority on the North Wessex Downs National Landscape (NWDNL) partnership and am pleased to say that the NWDNL has launched a new five-year Management Plan, setting ambitious targets for nature recovery and stronger protections for this nationally important area.
Key Details
· Covers 668 sq miles across Berkshire, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, and Wiltshire.
· First plan since the law changed in 2023 to require authorities to “seek to further” the purpose of conserving and enhancing natural beauty.
· Nature targets:
· Increase wildlife-rich habitat, tree canopy, and woodland by 3,400 hectares by 2030.
· Contributes to national goal of protecting 30% of land and sea for nature by 2030.
What Parishes Can Do
· Share the plan link: https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/our-work/management-plan/
· Encourage local involvement in nature recovery projects and volunteer opportunities.
· Consider parish-level actions that align with the plan’s priorities (tree planting, habitat creation, supporting biodiversity).
· Highlight the strengthened legal duty for councils and parishes to further the conservation and enhancement of the landscape
INFO - SEND Service update
A recent monitoring inspection by Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) has confirmed that Oxfordshire’s local area partnership has taken effective action to improve services for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) following the 2023 inspection.
Key Improvements
· All five priority areas addressed, including governance, communication, and family involvement.
· Better EHCP timeliness and quality, with faster decisions and improved waiting times.
· Enhanced partnership working between education, health, and social care.
· More opportunities for families and young people to contribute, including SEND Youth Forum and SEND Together events.
· Successful pilots in areas like speech and language screening.
INFO - Oxfordshire’s Gritters Get New Names (Full List at the End!)
Oxfordshire County Council has named its fleet of 30 gritting lorries after famous local figures, landmarks, and cultural icons following a public competition that attracted nearly 1,500 suggestions.
Key Details
· Names include Sir Winston Chur-chill, Agatha Gritstie, Alfred the Grit, Inspector Norse, Radiospread, Prof Stephen Thawking, and Sir Roger Ban-ice-ster.
· Local landmarks feature too including local Grittenham Clumps.
· Pupils from schools near gritter depots helped choose names and will meet their gritters later this winter.
· The fleet treats 42% of Oxfordshire’s road network, covering 27 routes and over 1,960km each time temperatures drop below freezing.
Salt barns in Woodcote, Deddington, and Drayton store 10,000 tonnes of salt for winter operations.
What Parishes Can Do
· Share the gritter tracker link so residents can follow gritting activity: 
https://dataroute.exactrak.co.uk/whereismygritter/org/milestoneoxfordshire/
· Remind drivers to take care when following gritters (speed limited to 30mph) and never assume roads are ice-free.
· Promote winter readiness tips for safe driving in cold conditions.
REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects
The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.
Parish councils, community groups, and local organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to support projects that benefit residents. Examples might include:
· Improvements to community facilities
· Local environmental initiatives
· Activities that promote wellbeing or inclusion
· Smaller-scale projects are especially encouraged, as the fund is modest and intended to support a wide range of communities across Oxfordshire
Key details:
· Applications must be submitted by 30 November 2026
· Grants are typically paid within 28 days of approval
· Applicants must register for an account to apply and track progress
· Monitoring and reporting are required for successful projects
To ensure your project meets the funding criteria, please read the guidance document before applying.
What parishes can do:
· Identify local projects that could benefit from modest funding 
· Collaborate with community groups to develop proposals
· Submit applications early to allow time for review and payment
Keep records and be prepared to report on outcomes
For more information or to apply, visit the Councillor Priority Fund page.
https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund
Appendix One – The Full Gritter Names.. Any favourites?
· Bossy 
· Monster Rich
· Snow-bi Wan Kenobi
· Robin the Great
· Duck, Duck, Grit
· Draytonator!
· Did You Just In-Salt Me?
· Great Gritain
· Hansel and Gritel
· Gritasaurus
· Ready, Spready, Go
· Elvis Spreadley
· Inspector Norse
· Agatha Gritstie
· Snowy Beauchamp
· Gritty Gritty Bang Bang
· Sir Winston Chur-chill
· Shotover Chill
· Snowdo Baggins
· Radiospread
· Professor Stephen Thawking
· Claudia Sprinkleman
· Blenheim Pal-ice
· Sir Roger Ban-ice-ster
· Grittenham Clumps
· Grittmeister 5000
· Alfred the Grit
· Spready Mercury
· John Thaw
· Blizzard of Ozz
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