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Dear Parish Councillors and Residents,
Here are some updates and news I have gathered for you. Please provide any feedback; or if its too much or not enough and of course any more information on a specific topic I can help with. I have put in BOLD the items which I think may be specifically appropriate for the Parish Councils to consider advertising or acting upon
[image: ]
Best wishes,
Johnny
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[bookmark: _Toc227038225]Warm Homes Local Grant – Free Energy Improvements Available
Key Details
· Oxfordshire County Council is delivering the Warm Homes Local Grant, helping eligible households make homes warmer and cheaper to heat.
· Fully government funded improvements may include insulation, low carbon heating and solar panels, depending on eligibility and property type.
· The scheme supports residents on lower incomes and those living in less energy efficient homes.
· Residents do not pay for measures covered by the grant.
· The council will never cold call residents about this scheme.

What Parishes Can Do
· Share the scheme with residents who may be struggling with heating costs.
- Encourage residents to apply only through official channels:
https://www.welcomethewarmth.org.uk
· Signpost queries to the council’s retrofit team: retrofit@oxfordshire.gov.uk

[bookmark: _Toc227038226]Flooding Grants – Next Step After Flood Wardens 
Following the expansion of the Flood Warden scheme, Oxfordshire County Council is also offering grant funding to help communities take practical action to reduce flood risk.
Key Details
· Grants are available for small, local flood‑mitigation projects.
· Funding can support measures such as drainage improvements, property‑level resilience and community‑led prevention work.
· Parish councils and community groups are eligible to apply
What Parishes Can Do
· Use local knowledge from flood wardens to identify priority problem areas.
· Work with community groups or landowners to develop simple, deliverable projects.
· Promote the grant scheme locally and encourage early engagement with OCC officers.
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/more-grants-on-offer-to-help-communities-tackle-flooding/



[bookmark: _Toc227038227]INFO - Wallingford Area LCWIP – Walking & Cycling Plan
Key Details
· Following a previously approved and adopted Didcot area LCWIP The Wallingford Area Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) is scheduled to be approved by Oxfordshire County Council on 23 April 2026.
· The LCWIP sets out long‑term priorities for improving walking and cycling routes in and around Wallingford and nearby villages.
· It helps identify where future investment should be focused, including links between villages, schools, employment areas and services
· Having an agreed LCWIP strengthens the case for external funding bids and developer contributions.
· Details of scheme
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wallingford-lcwip-2

[bookmark: _Toc227038228]INFO - Unauthorised Flags on Highway Land – Legal Notice Issued
Key Details
· Oxfordshire County Council has issued (30/3) a formal legal notice requiring the removal of unauthorised flags placed on public highway land.
· The action relates to highway safety, obstruction and legal compliance, not the content or message of any individual flag.
· Any signs, flags or structures placed on highway land require formal permission from the County Council.
· Where items are installed without consent, the Council has a legal duty to take enforcement action.
· The same rules are applied consistently across the county, regardless of the cause being promoted.
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/unauthorised-flags/

[bookmark: _Toc227038229]REMINDER - Flood Warden Scheme – Volunteers Needed
An appeal has been issued for volunteers to help their communities understand flood risks and responsibilities by becoming flood wardens.
Key Details
· Oxfordshire County Council has expanded its flood warden scheme countywide following successful pilots. 
· Flood wardens are volunteers who act as local eyes and ears, reporting blocked drains, ditches and issues that could increase flood risk. 
· Anyone can volunteer - residents, parish councillors, resilience volunteers or community groups and there is no minimum time commitment. 
· The council provides training and support, including an initial one‑hour briefing call. 
· Flood wardens help raise awareness, work with local landowners, support emergency planning and improve community preparedness.
What Parishes Can Do
· Share the opportunity locally and encourage volunteers, especially those in flood‑prone areas.
· Direct interested residents to the Oxfordshire Flood Toolkit to sign up. https://www.oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com/flood-wardens/
· Promote reporting of blocked drains/ditches as part of wider flood resilience work.
· Consider linking parish emergency plans with local flood wardens for better coordination

[bookmark: _Toc222424546][bookmark: _Toc227038230]REMINDER: Councillor Priority Fund – Supporting Local Projects – OVER HALF NOW ALLOCATED
The Councillor Priority Fund has reopened, offering each Oxfordshire County Councillor £10,000 to support community projects within their division. This funding is designed to help deliver local priorities and strengthen community initiatives.
Parish councils, community groups, and local organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to support projects that benefit residents. Examples might include:
· Improvements to community facilities
· Local environmental initiatives
· Activities that promote wellbeing or inclusion
· Smaller-scale projects are especially encouraged, as the fund is modest and intended to support a wide range of communities across Oxfordshire
Key details:
· Applications must be submitted by 30 November 2026
· Grants are typically paid within 28 days of approval
· Applicants must register for an account to apply and track progress
· Monitoring and reporting are required for successful projects
To ensure your project meets the funding criteria, please read the guidance document before applying.
What Parishes Can Do
· Identify local projects that could benefit from modest funding 
· Collaborate with community groups to develop proposals
· Submit applications early to allow time for review and payment
Keep records and be prepared to report on outcomes
For more information or to apply, visit the Councillor Priority Fund page.
https://service.oxfordshire.gov.uk/councillorpriorityfund
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