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Booking link for planning surgeries for town and parish councils
South News a monthly resident newsletter packed with the latest news, events, and consultations happening across South Oxfordshire. 

Register for Neighbourhood Planning event on 28 January at 2pm Didcot Civic Hall
Event 2pm to 5pm on 28 January at the Didcot Civic Hall, open to parish councillors and clerks with an interest in neighbourhood planning. The event will:

· help groups understand what recent and proposed national changes to the planning system mean for neighbourhood plans. 
· introduce the Neighbourhood Planning Guides and Templates prepared by the council to support groups progressing neighbourhood plans, particularly in the context of withdrawn national funding.  
· optional session at the end for Q&A for Local Government Reorganisation 

How to Join:
RSVP before 11.59pm on Monday 26 January.
https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/planning/e590ce70/

If you experience any difficulties registering online, please contact  planning.policy@southandvale.gov.uk or telephone 01235 422 422 

Agenda 
· Welcome and introduction at 2pm 
· Understanding recent and proposed national planning changes and what they mean for neighbourhood plans 
· The continued role and value of neighbourhood planning in an evolving planning landscape 
· Q&A session 
· Break and networking (refreshments provided) 
· Introduction to a new suite of neighbourhood planning guides and templates 
· Q&A session 
· Local Government Reorganisation Q&A  
· Close at 5pm 

The event will include participation from the Oxfordshire Neighbourhood Planning Alliance (ONPA), who will provide a community perspective on the value of neighbourhood plans and their role in shaping local places. 

Planning Policy
Joint Local Plan (JLP) Examination 
Following our correspondence with the Inspectors on the subject of Duty to Cooperate (DtC), the Inspectors of our JLP have asked for a Procedural Meeting (PM) which will take place 12-2pm on 12th February at Abbey House Meeting Room 1, Abingdon, OX14 3JE to discuss arrangements to move forward with the examination.

This PM will:
· look at practical arrangements of resuming the examination of the Plan given the anticipated change in the law over DtC. 
· be held in public with interested persons able to attend and live streamed
· allow for only Inspectors and Councils to participate in the discussion at this stage – Representors will be able to take part in relevant future hearing sessions

Follow the link for the recent press release and latest news on JLP 

Oxford Growth Commission Interim report
Neale Coleman’s Interim Report was published on 15 December. It identifies barriers to growth and sets out 47 recommendations to improve infrastructure and speed up development. The Commission will continue its work through 2026, with a final report expected later, within a year.

Planning Reforms
Government has released a raft of new guidance, including details on the forthcoming 30-month process for preparing new-style local plans.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
A draft revised NPPF was published on 16 December 2025 for consultation until 10 March 2026. It aims to create a more rules-based system and accelerate delivery of 1.5 million homes this Parliament.

What this means for South and Vale
Although Government policy and the local plan system are changing, there is no direct effect on the Joint Local Plan. The JLP qualifies as a transitional plan, so it is being examined against the 2023 NPPF. For the JLP, we do not need to immediately meet new national policies, adopt the new housing numbers, or switch to the new plan-making system. Those changes will apply to a subsequent local plan. Where these changes impact on development management decision making, officers will set out the relevant weight to be applied in their reports.

Our Planning team sent a letter to the Town and Parish councils in December with a clarification and summary of the government’s current proposals to reform the planning system.

Town and Parish Councils have been sent invitations directly (to the clerk – on 12th January) to send two representatives to attend a Planning Training session at Cornerstone, Didcot on Tuesday 3rd March 6-7.30pm.

Coming soon: Community Infrastructure Levy Grant





The second round of funding for the Community Infrastructure Levy Grant Fund will open to Town and Parish councils and not-for-profit community groups in South Oxfordshire early this year.

A total of £750,000 is being offered to support projects that improve or create new community amenities such as community centres, sports and cultural facilities, play areas, and open spaces.  

Grants between £75,000 and £250,000 will be available for organisations to apply for to support projects in the district which are needed due to development in the area.  

You can find out more in our latest press release, please help us to spread the word to organisations that could benefit in your ward.

Thames Water funding for community flood prevention projects



Thames Water is offering local organisations funds to install small scale SuDS (Sustainable Drainage Systems) schemes e.g. planting, paving removal, water butts etc like the rain gardens we have installed at Portway car park in Wantage.  The funding will prioritise areas that are known flooding hotspots - see this map.    

Applications are open until 31 March. There is a webinar on applying in January. Interested parties should get in touch with swmp.applications@thameswater.co.uk. Please help us to spread the word.

Arts Centres in Southern Oxfordshire launch new websites 
Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot and The Beacon Arts, Entertainment and Community Centre in Wantage have launched new websites to make it easier for visitors to explore what’s on offer. 
· Cornerstone Arts Centre  
· The Beacon  

Thames Water Reservoir consultation
South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of White Horse have submitted their consultation responses on Thames Water’s proposed South East Strategic Reservoir Option (SESRO). Read more about the responses in our press releases: South / Vale.

Thames Water launched a public consultation in October 2025 on the proposed reservoir, which ran until 13 January 2026, a deadline which has been extended to 23 January. Thames Water will accept comments by email to sesro@ipsos.com.
The feedback gathered will inform Thames Water’s Development Consent Order (DCO) application to the government, expected in autumn 2026.
We’ve created a useful FAQ for Thames Water’s proposed South East Strategic Reservoir Option (SESRO) as we know this is an important topic for both council members and our residents.

Laptop donation to Aspire and SOFEA




The councils donated the older laptops which still work but are no longer usable for South and Vale to SOFEA and Aspire for their ‘getting people online’ programme and supporting local people. This included:
· 276 devices in total
· 154 laptops
· 89 Surface pros
· 33 desktops

You can also donate your unwanted laptops to help - Put your old laptops to good use!

Councils secure a high-quality and sustainable future for leisure facilities in uncertain time
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have secured the future of the districts’ leisure services by extending their leisure contract for a further three years, unlocking savings, and securing fresh investment in facilities until 31 August 2029.

With the government planning to reorganise councils in Oxfordshire in the coming years, a short-term contract extension - rather than a new long-term deal - provides the greatest flexibility for the new unitary council that will be replacing the two districts in the next few years, whichever form it takes.

The councils current long term leisure services contract was nearing its end in August 2026. Greenwich Leisure Limited (GLL), who operate under the brand ‘Better’, has successfully delivered leisure services on behalf of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils, since the award of a joint leisure operating contract in 2014 (and separately for both councils for several years before that). This covers leisure facilities - with seven in South Oxfordshire and four in Vale of White Horse, (including outdoor pools in both areas).
Changes within the new three-year extension contract offer significant financial benefits for both councils, generating cost savings without any compromise on service. There is further significant investment earmarked for facilities across both districts.

Both councils have invested significantly in sports and leisure facilities over the last few years, with further investment planned over the coming year. Investments will focus on quality, accessibility and sustainability.

Multi-million-pound major energy-saving decarbonisation projects across several sites, coming to fruition in 2025/2026 – such as installation of insulation, new windows, solar panels, air source heat pumps and external wall insulation - aims to reduce the councils’ overall carbon emissions by more than 25 per cent.

The councils have also recently adopted Playing Pitch and Leisure Facility Strategies, which provide a road map for the future aspirations of leisure and sports provision.




