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Capital Grant Scheme opens soon
The latest round of our Capital Grant Scheme will go live later this month.
The grant gives organisations a financial boost towards capital expenditure such as making improvements to buildings or play areas with applications of up to £75,000.

The grant will launch on Tuesday 26 May to Monday 20 July. Head to our website southoxon.gov.uk/grants for more details. Please do help share the opening date and our upcoming social media messages.

2026 Waste & Street Cleaning Survey
Residents across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being encouraged to share their views on how rubbish, recycling and street cleaning services are run in their area, via an annual survey.

Whether you think things are working well or could be improved, your feedback will play a vital role in shaping the future of waste and street cleaning services across both districts. 
Last year, more than 2,100 people took part in the 2025 survey, with more than 81 percent of respondents indicating they were satisfied or very satisfied with the waste collection service.  As a result of the feedback, staff received extra training to help ensure bins are returned correctly after emptying, further checks were put in place around litter bin emptying and measures put in place ensure street cleaning standards across the area. There has also been increased communication on which items go in which bin, especially around food waste.

A new survey has now launched for 2026 giving residents another opportunity to have their say on everything from household waste and recycling collections to street cleaning and local waste reduction initiatives:  southandvale.gov.uk/WasteSurvey The survey is open until 4 June 2026.

If you have any questions or need the survey in an alternative format (including large print, Braille, audio, Easy Read or other languages), please email waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk or call 01235 422146.

This survey focuses on services provided by South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils.  It does not cover any questions relating to Household Waste Recycling Centres as these services managed separately by Oxfordshire County Council.

Councils invite community groups to help nature recovery on their land
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have made it easier for community organisations, including town and parish councils, to create nature recovery projects such as wildflower meadows on district council-owned land.

Previously both councils have provided licences for applicants to plant trees on their land, but as they want to encourage a broader range of nature recovery projects, they have expanded their policy. It now includes planting of shrubs, sowing of wildflower meadows to encourage pollinators, and installing man-made habitats such as insect “hotels” and bird and bat boxes to help increase the local wildlife.

Firstly organisations, which should be a town or parish council or a local ‘not for profit’ group, should contact the council’s climate and biodiversity team to confirm that a piece of land they have earmarked for a nature project is owned by either of the district councils. They can then apply for a licence.  

To find out more please see our new webpages here South/Vale

Joint Local Plan 2041 (JLP1)
A third inspector has been appointed, and Part 2 examination hearings are scheduled for the week beginning 6 July. For more information go to the Joint Local Plan examination webpage 
Latest news 
19 May 2026 – the Second Stage of Hearing Sessions will commence at 09.30am on Tuesday 7 July 2026 at Abbey House, Abbey Close, Abingdon, OX14 3JE
The Inspectors have prepared Matters, Issues and Questions for the second part of the hearings (ID19), accompanied by a second Inspectors’ Guidance Note (ID17) and a draft Hearings Programme (ID18). 
The Councils’ have also published an updated Regulation 24 Notice (LPA66).
19 May 2026 – Updated HRA Methodology Paper (August 2025) (LPA64) and Assessment of Sites’ Biodiversity Net Gain Potential (LPA65) documents have been added to the Examination Library.
11 May 2026 – A supplement to the Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment: Sustainability Report (Sept 2024) has been added to the Examination Library (LPA62).
8 May 2026 – Inspector G J Fort BA PGDip LLM MCD MRTPI has been appointed alongside Inspectors R A Bust BSc (Hons) MA MSc LLM PhD MInstLM MCMI MIEnvSci MRTPI and C Mulloy BSc (Hons) DipTP MRTPI.
6 May 2026 – The Councils have responded to the questions in the Inspectors’ letter dated 22 April in a note available in the Examination Library (LPA63).
The next Local Plan – Joint Local Plan 2 (JLP2)
New regulations require our councils (and 37 others) to start preparing a next Local Plan (which we are calling JLP2). Starting JLP2 is not instead of finishing JLP1 – it is as well as.

Reports will be coming forward to Cabinet and Councils in June.

Councils’ new residential waste collection contract announced
One of the country’s most successful residential waste collection services is set to continue and build on past achievements. 

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils this week announced they have awarded their joint Waste Collection and Street Cleansing contract to waste contractor, Biffa Waste Services, following a rigorous procurement process. The new contract will begin on 29 June 2026. 

The councils’ existing shared contract with Biffa currently runs until June 2026 after it was extended by two years in 2024. The successful partnership has helped keep the two districts in the top 10 of the English recycling tables for over a decade. 

With the introduction of the new contract, the councils are not currently proposing any major changes in how household waste is collected, but following the publication of the Waste Resource and Street Cleansing Strategy Waste Resources and Street Cleansing Strategy they are  encouraging people to maximise the value and lifespan they get from the things they buy. The councils are also preparing for law changes with the national ‘Simpler Recycling’ scheme that come into effect in 2027 - which will mean residents can recycle soft plastics. 

The main significant change will be a proposed move to a new council owned vehicle depot, alongside a new Dry Mixed Recycling transfer station contract.

The councils’ joint contract with Biffa has run for 16 years in South Oxfordshire and 15 years in Vale of White Horse. 

The councils’ recent waste satisfaction survey has yielded encouraging results for our household waste collections, indicating a high level of resident approval with this side of the service. Eighty-one per cent of respondents expressed satisfaction, or high satisfaction, with the overall quality of the service provided. 

The new contract comes hand in hand with the Councils’ joint Waste Resources and Street Cleansing Strategy that was launched in 2024. This strategy aims to build on existing recycling success – with a new emphasis on encouraging and enabling people to reuse, repair, refill and rehome items, instead of throwing them away. 

Waste collections are amongst the highest profile services the councils provide as they affect all households and have a significant impact upon the climate change outcome of the districts. The complexity and timing needed for securing a waste contract and the importance of delivering reliable future waste collections and street cleansing, has meant the Councils had decided to finalise the contract despite Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) on the horizon. 

The new contract could run for a maximum period of 16 years (subject to agreed extension/s), with a minimum period of eight years and a break possible after four years to give maximum flexibility. 

For some other council contracts, such as leisure provision, shorter term extensions have made sense but this wasn’t an option for the waste contract as it had already been extended for two years in 2024 to await the outcome of the government’s Environment Bill, which was originally intending to set out strict directives on how household waste should be collected. 
The timing of the existing contract’s expiry has also meant the two councils have not been able to take part in the potential for shared contract arrangements being worked on by other local councils in the county.  
