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Five out of seven councils back the two-unitary proposal for council reorganisation
A consensus has emerged for the shape of Local Government Reorganisation in the area after five councils in Oxfordshire and West Berkshire have formally supported a proposal for two new, innovative, and locally accountable unitary authorities, aimed at addressing current inefficiencies, enhancing services, and saving millions in response to the government's call for reform of council structures.

After reviewing all three proposals for Oxfordshire and West Berkshire, the majority of councils in the area have agreed that the two-unitary option offers the best outcomes for local residents and will urge the government to proceed with the proposal when a decision is made next year.

As the councils discussed the options, the clear benefits of the two-unitary proposal put it ahead of the other options. The key areas:
· Delivering better services: The proposal responds to what residents have said needs improving, from highways and social care to planning.
· The best financial outcomes: Delivers the greatest potential savings (£59.8m annually) and lowest financial risk of all three proposals, helping to protect key services and ensure long-term stability across Oxfordshire and West Berkshire.
· Boosting both rural and urban economies: Drives sustainable growth across Oxford, market towns and rural areas, creating more jobs, better transport and the right homes in the right places.
· Creates councils responsive to their communities: Keeps councils close to all local communities and tailored to their specific needs, ensuring strong local accountability and representation.
Forming two unitary councils has the potential to save the most money of all the proposals for the area (based on shared PwC modelling) and, at the same time, creates authorities that are big enough to be efficient, stable, and reliable, but small enough to care for and be responsive to communities.

The Councils also raised concerns about the other proposals.

For the single-unitary proposal, they expressed concerns that it was too large, would be far too distant from communities and did not show the ambition local communities and businesses deserved.

For the three-unitary proposal, they expressed concerns that it would not create financially sustainable councils, did not meet the government criteria, and would negatively impact Oxford and the green belt.

Across the four Oxfordshire district councils and West Berkshire Council, members have been fully briefed on all three proposals and have discussed them in detail over recent weeks. At their full council meetings, they were asked for their views and to vote on the two-unitary option before their Cabinets and Executives made a decision. Of the 158 councillors in attendance across the areas, 142 voted to support the two-unitary proposal, 9 were against and 7 abstained, showing overwhelming support that the two-unitary option is the best for their areas.

Oxfordshire County Council did not ask their full council for its view before its Cabinet decided to submit the single Oxfordshire unitary proposal. The full council meeting at Oxford City Council will only discuss the proposals after its Cabinet decided to submit the three-unitary proposal.

The proposal will be submitted to the government before the 28 November deadline, and it is anticipated that the government will consult on all proposals for the area in spring 2026 before deciding later in the summer. The government’s preferred model is scheduled to become fully operational in 2028.

Residents can read the full proposal or a shortened version on the website www.twocouncils.org. The proposal covers all the key points, including how services will be run, financial modelling, implementation plans, and the vision for the future.

Councils to take positive steps to represent communities despite concerns with Inspectors’ Local Plan decision
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have written two letters to the Inspectors in response to the Planning Inspectors’ letter published last month, which recommended the councils withdraw their Joint Local Plan from the examination process based on a single issue – the ‘duty to co-operate’ with Oxford city.

Their most recent letter was written in light of the Ministerial letter of 9 October 2025. Inspectors acknowledged receipt of this and confirmed that a more substantive response will be provided in due course.

In their first response to the Planning Inspectors the councils have defended the processes carried out to develop the plan. They go on to explain to the Inspectors that any decision on whether to withdraw the plan from examination would need to be taken at full Council meetings. The Joint Local Plan remains at examination and no decision to withdraw it has been made.

Despite the significant concerns with the Inspectors’ conclusions, the councils’ leaders have both committed to take all reasonable steps to ensure that future development in the areas remains sustainable, appropriate and well-planned.


[bookmark: _Hlk213700995]On 6 October the Councils wrote to the Planning Inspectors about their letter - the letter is available to view on the Councils' website.

On 20 October the Councils wrote a second letter to the Inspectors in light of the Ministerial letter of 9 October 2025 – letter is available to view on the Councils' website.

The Inspectors have written to the Councils to acknowledge receipt of their letter of 20 October 2025 and confirm that a more substantive response will be provided in due course - letter is available to view on the Councils' website.

Visit South Oxfordshire launches campaign to boost festive trade
Visit Southern Oxfordshire, the official tourism and events hub for South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse, has launched a new initiative to support small, independent businesses this Christmas.

Local businesses and event organisers are invited to promote their festive events and activities for free through the Visit Southern Oxfordshire Christmas page, ensuring they reach hundreds of thousands of residents and visitors across the districts’ market towns and surrounding areas. These festive happenings can include anything from Christmas markets and wreath-making workshops to late-night shopping evenings, carol singing and crafts.

Listings should include a full description, image and a direct link to the business’ own booking or information page. The Southern Oxfordshire team will actively promote these events across its social media channels and in local and regional media outreach, including magazine, website and outdoor poster advertisements, providing invaluable marketing support during the critical festive trading period.

Residents are also encouraged to make southernoxfordshire.com/christmas their first stop for planning their festive activities. The page offers a comprehensive, up-to-date calendar of everything happening locally and is frequently updated.




Beauty and the Beast
Pantomimes brings the much-loved classic Beauty and the Beast to Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot this Christmas.

Running from Thursday 18 December to Wednesday 31 December, this spectacular family production promises a festive experience filled with laughter, music and magic. Audiences can look forward to dazzling costumes, impressive special effects, toe-tapping musical numbers and even a few real panto pooches.

Featuring a talented professional cast alongside local young performers, Beauty and the Beast is set to be a true community celebration and the perfect festive treat for audiences of all ages.

Tickets are on sale now on their website.

Council launches ‘Winter Campaign’ to help residents stay warm, well and connected 
As the colder months roll in, South Oxfordshire District Council is launching its ‘Winter in South Oxfordshire’ campaign - a seasonal initiative packed with practical advice, local events, and support to help residents stay warm, well and connected this winter. 
The campaign brings together a wide range of services and resources from the council and partner organisations, including community activities, health advice, and support services to help residents through the winter months. 

Highlights of the campaign include signposting to information on: 
· Winter activities and events: From group walks to performances and workshops, there’s something for everyone. Visit the Active Communities page or check out what’s on at Cornerstone Arts Centre. 

· Energy-saving support: Guidance is available on how to make simple home improvements, such as insulation, draught-proofing, and efficient heating, to help residents stay warm and reduce energy costs. 

· Community Hub support: If people are struggling financially or need advice, the council’s Community Hub is here to help — from food and housing support to mental health guidance. 

· Emergency preparedness: Get ready for winter weather with tips on flooding, power cuts, and emergency kits. 

· Preventing damp and mould: Tips on how to stop condensation building up in our homes and prevent mould growing.    

· Support for rough sleepers: The council activates emergency accommodation during severe weather and works year-round to support people at risk of homelessness. 

· Warm spaces: Local libraries, leisure centres and other venues are offering warm, welcoming places to relax, recharge and connect. 

· Health advice: The NHS winter health guide offers tips for staying well. 

Residents can find all the information and resources on the council’s Winter in South Oxfordshire page. 

Breaking the cycle of homelessness


Our proactive work to break the cycle of homelessness and improve people’s lives is at the heart of our new Joint Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Strategy.

We support many families and individuals who face multiple challenges in their lives to find sustainable, secure accommodation.  

The joint strategy is now live on our webpages South / Vale and sets how we prevent homelessness wherever possible and help people access affordable housing which meets their needs. See our media release South / Vale for more on this. Please do share our social media posts and signpost people to our website for help with homelessness.

Social housing allocation policy changes now in place



Following a public consultation we’ve now put in place an updated joint Housing Allocation Policy for both councils. The refreshed policy sets out the criteria on who can join the councils’ housing register and the rules for how social housing is allocated.  See the policy on our website South / Vale

South East Strategic Option (SESRO) consultation


A reminder, following on from our email on 28 October regarding the launch of Thames Water’s statutory consultation for the South East Strategic Reservoir Option (SESRO).

As well as an online survey available until 13 January 2026, Thames Water is also hosting community drop-in events.

Thames Water is also offering councillors dedicated sessions at the following location (Didcot session was 10 November):
· The Beacon, Wantage: 26 November 1pm to 2pm

If you have any questions about the consultation materials or process, please contact Thames Water at info.SESRO@thameswater.co.uk 

New Active Communities leaflet



Active Communities has released a new leaflet packed with their free and low-cost sport and wellbeing activities.  

The leaflet includes information about:  
· Community Walks led by trained volunteers at multiple locations across the district.
· Move Together programme providing tailored support for individuals with health, mobility, or social isolation challenges.
· Family-friendly holiday sessions through the YouMove scheme, along with inclusive sports activities for all ages.
· Nature trails, running groups, Nordic walking, and more.

Download a copy from (South)the Active Communities page / (Vale)the Active Communities page or pick one up from the reception at Abbey House or our venues around the district.


