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Booking link for planning surgeries for town and parish councils
South News a monthly resident newsletter packed with the latest news, events, and consultations happening across South Oxfordshire. 

Town and County Planning Association letter
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse have joined a host of other local authorities, businesses and non-government organisations in signing an open letter from the Town and County Planning Association (TCPA). The letter has been sent to The Rt Hon Steve Reed MP Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government. Named signatories include Cabinet members, Cllr Anne-Marie Simpson and Cllr Andy Foulsham, both with portfolio responsibility for planning policy at the councils.

The letter supports the climate ambitions in the emerging Joint Local Plan, as well as the strategic priorities of both councils, as it urges government to reconsider proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) that would prevent local authorities from requiring higher energy efficiency standards for new buildings, as we have included within the emerging Joint Local Plan. The letter warns that by restricting local authorities in this way, the draft NPPF would halt progress on the delivery of net zero carbon buildings in England, and undermine the ability of councils, including South and Vale, to address climate change locally and meet their climate obligations.

Read the letter in full.

Government’s draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
South Oxfordshire’s response to the Government’s National Planning Policy Framework: proposed reforms and other changes to the planning system consultation and be found here 

Infrastructure and connectivity focus at Didcot event
Off the back off the success of our first event last year, we are hosting another Didcot Garden Town Update Meeting, which will take place this month. Oxfordshire County Council will be among those giving updates on connectivity and infrastructure projects in the town.

It will be at Cornerstone on Wednesday 18 March between 5pm and 7.30pm, the event is an opportunity for residents to drop in and find out more about the exciting work taking place in Didcot.

For more information see our news article on the South website.

Over £1.5m grants funding available for community organisation
Community groups and non-profit organisations in South Oxfordshire will be able to apply for grants totalling £1.5M over the next year. 
 
The range of grant schemes will give a financial boost to projects that improve community facilities, enhance the health and wellbeing of residents and support the fight against climate change across the district.  
 
The schemes coming up this year and their provisional launch dates are as follows: 
 
· Everyone Active Grant: £50,000 launches 30 March – for projects that improve the health and wellbeing of residents 

· Capital Grant Scheme: £320,000 launches 1 June – for projects such as play areas, community and sports facilities, and sustainability projects 

· Performing Arts Grant Scheme: £60,000 launches 20 July - designed to enhance the cultural landscape and support local performing arts groups 

· Councillor Community Grant Scheme: £270,000 launches 17 August – for projects and activities that offer community benefits including sports equipment, trees for community orchards, events for the elderly  

· Climate Action Fund: £100,000 launches 28 September – aimed at projects that help to tackle climate change and nature recovery. 

· Community Infrastructure Levy Grant: £750,000 launches 15 February 2027 – for organisations to deliver infrastructure for their community

Our Community Enablement team will be at a number of events giving advice and information to community organisations about the grants we have available.
Please help us to spread the word and let any groups you work with know when they are taking place:
· 18 March Cornerstone Arts Centre 5-7.30pm
· 15 April District Community Centre Didcot 11am-4pm
· 6 May Holton Village Hall 12.15-6pm

Information about the drop-in events and the grants can be found on the council website southoxon.gov.uk/grants. Places are limited so there is a booking form on the website where organisations can advise which session(s) they wish to attend.  
 
Organisations can also contact the Community Enablement team by emailing grants@southandvale.gov.uk if they would like an initial discussion. 

South Oxfordshire District Council agrees £500,000 towards improvement for nature site
South Oxfordshire District Council has agreed to give £500,000 to fund major improvements at the Earth Trust site in Little Wittenham, making it safer and more welcoming for visitors to enjoy the area’s natural beauty. 

Environmental charity Earth Trust looks after the largest free-to-access green space in Oxfordshire, at Wittenham Clumps. Each year around 200,000 people visit this area of open countryside including around 6,500 education visits. New housing in the area has increased the numbers visiting this public open space, which has had a significant impact on the small country lanes and parking nearby.  

The charity has secured planning permission for the improvements which include building a new junction and access road and 80 new parking spaces, including disabled spaces. 

In addition, there will be new hedgerows and sustainable drainage installed. These upgrades aim to reduce traffic, resolve parking issues, and improve access to the site. 

New safe walking and cycling routes will also be added, encouraging people to get outdoors and stay active. The project will create new jobs and volunteer opportunities, helping to strengthen the local community and economy. 

The upgrades will make it easier for families, schools, and residents to visit, improving their health and wellbeing. It will also allow Earth Trust to become an even better space for learning about nature, with more opportunities for children and families to connect with the environment. 
South Oxfordshire District Council agreed at a meeting this month to allocate £500,000 in funding for Earth Trust’s plans. This money comes from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) from developer contributions. 

The wider scheme also includes a café and adventure playground, delivered through other sources and not through CIL. 

By supporting this project, the council is helping to create a lasting community resource that will provide free access to nature and educational activities for years to come. 


Earth Trust has a long history of successfully working with South Oxfordshire District Council. It manages council-owned Castle Meadows and Riverside Meadows in Wallingford and Mowbray Fields in Didcot and uses traditional meadow management approach to encourage more plants, insects, and birds to the areas.  

The work at the Little Wittenham site is due to start this spring with completion anticipated in the summer. Future plans for the site also include some EV charging points in the new car parking area. 

Bringing empty homes back into use
Over the past year, we’ve worked with the owners of 854 empty properties to understand why they are empty and offer support. This has already helped 232 homes return to use across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse.  

Some of these homes are unoccupied for a good reason – such as undergoing major refurbishment or awaiting sale.

There are still around 1,162 homes that could potentially become homes again for residents, and we’re continuing to offer advice and support to property owners to help bring them back into use.

For more information, visit our website South/Vale.

Incredible theatre coming to Cornerstone
From Shakespearean drama to dystopian thrillers and darkly funny satire, there’s some unmissable theatre heading to Cornerstone Arts Centre this March.

Experience NTLive's Hamlet on Wednesday 18 March (7pm), with a Relaxed and Captioned screening on Saturday 21 March (2.30pm). Olivier Award-winner Hiran Abeysekera (Life of Pi) stars in this new staging of Shakespeare’s famous tragedy.

On Thursday 19 March Box Tale Soup returns to the centre with Orwell’s chilling vision to life in 1984. This gripping adaptation captures a world where Big Brother is always watching.
Then on Tuesday 24 March, celebrate 10 years of the darkly hilarious Meet Fred, from inclusive theatre company Hijinx. Packed with biting satire and unexpected tenderness, this critically acclaimed hit asks what independence really means when the system pulls the strings.

Find out more and book your tickets on the Cornerstone website.





