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Booking link for planning surgeries for town and parish councils
South News a monthly resident newsletter packed with the latest news, events, and consultations happening across South Oxfordshire. 


Joint Local Plan latest 
8 April 2026 – The following documents have been added to the Examination Library.
· Note on Maintaining Effective Cooperation (LPA42)
· Habitats Regulations Assessment for the South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Joint Local Plan: Atmospheric Pollution Appropriate Assessment Addendum (LPA43)
· South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Addendum (LPA44)
· South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Update (LPA45)
· South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse Water Cycle Study Detailed Report (LPA46)
· Statement of Common Ground between South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils and Natural England (Revised February 2026) (LPA47)
· Councils’ Response to Key Issues (LPA48)
· AS1 AS13 Statement of Common Ground for Berinsfield (LPA49)
· AS2 Statement of Common Ground for Land adjacent to Culham Campus (LPA50)
· AS3 Statement of Common Ground for Land South of Grenoble Road (LPA51)
· AS4 Statement of Common Ground for Land at Northfield (LPA52)
· AS5 Statement of Common Ground for Land at Bayswater Brook (LPA53)
· AS6 Statement of Common Ground for Rich’s Sidings and Broadway (LPA54)
· AS7 Statement of Common Ground for Land at Didcot Gateway (LPA55)
· AS8 Statement of Common Ground for North West of Grove (LPA56)
· AS9 Statement of Common Ground for North West of Valley Park (Milton Fields) (LPA57)
· AS10 Statement of Common Ground for AS14 Dalton Barracks (LPA58)
· AS11 Statement of Common Ground for Culham Campus (LPA59)
· AS15 Statement of Common Ground for Harcourt Hill Campus – Westminster College Oxford Trust (LPA60A)
· AS15 Statement of Common Ground for Harcourt Hill Campus – Oxford Brookes University (LPA60B)
· AS16 Statement of Common Ground for Vauxhall Barracks (LPA61)
Everyone Active Grant now open
The Everyone Active grant is now open for applications, to improve the health and wellbeing of our residents and the role we play in providing high quality active opportunities for our communities. 

We have a budget of £50,000 - with a maximum of £1,000 for each application.
Please help us to spread the word, the scheme will close at midday on the 22 May or once the funding has been allocated, whichever comes first! For more information organisations can visit the Everyone Active grant scheme webpage or email grants@southandvale.gov.uk


Extra Garden Waste Collections
Residents who have purchased a 2026/27 permit can have extra garden waste collected for free, on their normal scheduled collection day only, between 20 April and 1 May 2026.

Permit holders can put out a maximum of up to four additional sacks of garden waste, per brown bin subscription, next to their brown bin.

To be eligible for a collection, residents are asked to follow this guidance:
· Only present garden waste, such as cut grass, plants or small branches as set out in the garden waste service terms and conditions.
· Please use standard sized (60L) black refuse-style sacks or boxes / containers with a combined total no more than a standard bin when its full. Crews will only collect up to a maximum of four sacks per for each garden waste permit. Additional sacks will not be emptied.
· Please DO NOT use sacks larger than 60L (including one tonne builders’ type waste bags) – our crews will not collect any garden waste from these, as they are too heavy to lift and empty into the vehicle.
· Sacks and containers must be left open so crews can easily empty them into the rear of the vehicle and be able to check there are not contaminants.    
· All the garden waste collected will be taken to a facility near Wallingford where it is composted.  The compost is then sold on to local farmers for use on their farmland as a soil conditioner.

More information on garden waste collections, including how you can purchase an annual permit, can be found on the South Oxfordshire garden waste page or the Vale garden waste page.

New Biodiversity Report reveals South Oxfordshire’s natural wealth
South Oxfordshire District Council has published a new biodiversity report. For the first time the council has created a report which brings together information about the district’s natural environment with details of how the council is helping nature recovery.
Some highlights from the report
Sites in the district identified as being significant, locally, nationally and internationally:
· Four special areas of conservation – Aston Rowant, Chilterns Beechwoods, Hartslock Wood, Little Wittenham
· 38 SSSIs (sites of special scientific interest) covering 1,550 hectares
· A national nature reserve at Aston Rowant renowned for its flower-rich chalk grassland, beech woodland and juniper scrub
· Four local nature reserves - Cuttle Brook, Ewelme Watercress Beds, Mowbray Fields (pictured above), Watlington Chalk Pits.
The report includes details of how the council is working to prioritise biodiversity on its own land for example, the council is actively managing more than 40 per cent of its land for the benefit of nature. The report also details all the council’s plans and policies that are designed to promote nature recovery and to protect our most important habitats and species from damage in the planning system.

The council plays an active role in helping to protect and restore its rich natural heritage by supporting several key partnerships, including the Local Nature Partnership, the National Landscapes, Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre (TVERC) and the Local Wildlife Sites Project.

The Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment (TOE) oversees the council’s biodiversity grant scheme.  This scheme gives £50,000 per year using funds from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) paid by developer contributions. To date, £85,624 has been awarded in grants to 13 projects across South Oxfordshire.

South Oxfordshire’s biodiversity duty report is a requirement of the Environment Act (2021) which requires all local authorities to consider their “biodiversity duty’ - in other words - the measures they have taken and plan to take to protect nature over a five-year period.

The new 2026 South Oxfordshire biodiversity duty report can be downloaded here

Additional information on council’s nature recovery work

More information on the council’s nature recovery work including meadow areas, countryside sites, tree planting, partnership work, nature reports, rivers and planning is available on the nature recovery page on our website.

The council’s planning team, including several ecologists, considers how nature development interact and the council has pioneered ‘Biodiversity Net Gain’ - where the development of land will lead to losses of biodiversity, developers can pay to create habitat of equal or greater value to wildlife. Between 2013 and 2021 the council has raised more than £850,000 towards off-site biodiversity gains in addition to increased biodiversity achieved on development sites.

Biodiversity and planning at South Oxfordshire District Council is on this page

The council included nature recovery as one of its key priorities in its council plan and achieves much through partnership work with lots of wonderful local organisations and communities who share this goal.  And to that end we are delighted to announce that we are launching our new Climate Action Fund later this year for projects which support climate action and nature recovery. This will add to our existing funding to help biodiversity in the district. 

Social media links for South Oxfordshire District Council
South
· Facebook
· Instagram
· Threads
· Bluesky
· Nextdoor
· LinkedIn

Joint with Vale
· LinkedIn



