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A call for Oxfordshire and Berkshire to be in the next wave of Strategic Authorities
The Cabinets at South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have supported the submission of an Expression of Interest (EOI) to government for a Mayoral Strategic Authority (MSA) in the Thames Valley region.

Councillor David Rouane, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said:
“Oxfordshire and Berkshire together make sense for a strategic authority. These areas share deep connections and complementary strengths that can underpin a successful partnership. Our priority is to ensure that any future arrangements reflect these natural ties and deliver real benefits for our communities.”

Councillor Bethia Thomas, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, said:
“This is about starting a conversation with government on how devolution can work best for our region. No decisions have been made on the final geography of a future Strategic Authority but we want to see one that builds on the strong links between Oxfordshire and Berkshire, giving clarity and confidence to our residents and businesses while unlocking opportunities for sustainable growth.”
The expression of interest will be signed by a number of councils in the area already involved in local discussions about a future Strategic Authority for the Thames Valley although there is not yet agreement on which areas would be included in the final geography.

Cllr Rouane added, “Swindon has expressed an interest in joining with this MSA but our view is that this would not be appropriate for several reasons: it is not part of the Thames Valley police or health infrastructure, its economy is not integrated with ours, and its commuting patterns look west rather than east.”

Cllr Thomas added, “The Thames Valley is a well-established and coherent region – it has a long history of working collaboratively across the full range of sectors. Swindon has never been part of that so it would not make sense to include it now.”
Cllr Thomas has also written to Cllr Liz Leffman, the Leader of Oxfordshire County Council, confirming the Vale’s support for the expression of interest, and her views on the best geography for a Thames Valley MSA.

A Mayoral Strategic Authority is a new type of regional body that brings together several council areas and is led by a directly elected mayor. Its purpose is to take on powers and funding from central government so that big decisions about things like transport, housing, skills and economic development can be made locally rather than in Westminster.
The government wants every part of England to be covered by a Strategic Authority because it believes this will help drive economic growth and improve public services. These authorities can plan across a wider area than individual councils, making it easier to coordinate investment in roads, rail, housing and jobs. They also give regions a stronger voice when negotiating with government and attracting private investment.
Local councils would still provide day-to-day services like social care, waste collection and leisure facilities. In Oxfordshire, the government is also intending to reorganise those local councils into new unitary councils. Three proposals for how these unitary councils would work in the area have been submitted to the government last week.

For more information on the joint Expression of Interest, visit reading.gov.uk/devolution 

Help share our news!
We publish a monthly resident newsletter called South News, which is packed with the latest news, events, and consultations happening across South Oxfordshire.

Residents can register on our website: South 
Council services over Christmas
We’ve put together a guide to all our council services over the Christmas and New Year period when the council offices are closed to the public. Find out more on the council websites: South / Vale

[bookmark: _Hlk216201050]Christmas waste and recycling
Residents can find all they need to know about waste collections over the Christmas and New Year period – including the changes to the collection dates, which bin you should put your Christmas rubbish in, what to do with your tree once the festivities are over and much more, via our South Oxfordshire Christmas waste page / Vale Christmas waste page.

Free food caddy liners
During December, Oxfordshire Recycles ais giving away free rolls of food caddy liners to help people recycle even more.

Residents are encouraged to plan their meals, store and freeze leftovers and recycle all inedible food waste to stop feeding climate change.

The free rolls are available from any Oxfordshire library, while stocks last: oxfordshirerecycles.org.uk/foodwaste.

First stop for festive fun
We’re supporting small, independent businesses this Christmas by advertising their festive events and activities on SouthernOxfordshire.com, the official tourism and events hub for South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse, managed by our Economic Development Team.

The site is funded through the Government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund and offers a comprehensive, up-to-date calendar of everything happening locally and is frequently updated. Please spread the word to any local business, who can list their events for free, and make sure your residents make it their first stop for planning festive activities.

Council Plans and Annual Delivery Plans

· South Council Plan (download) and South webpage
· South Council Plan flip book
· South Annual Delivery Plan  

Latest CCTV reports
The Q1-2 CCTV performance report isnow available to download from the council’s website:
CCTV - South Oxfordshire District Council

And you may have also seen the recent media coverage relating to the Thames Valley CCTV Partnership – read more about that in our joint statement South/Vale.

Disabled Facilities Grant
Disabled or vulnerable residents can apply now for our Disabled Facilities Grant to make their homes safer and easier to live in. The grant provides up to £50,000 for essential adaptations such as ramps, stairlifts, level-access showers, heating or insulation improvements, and more.

You can read more in our latest press release: South / Vale.

Please help us spread the word by sharing our social media posts about the grant.

Your guide to Cornerstone’s new seasons
Cornerstone Arts Centre kicks off the new year with their new Spring/Summer season, packed with theatre, comedy, live music and family favourites.

Highlights include Reginald D Hunter on Saturday 7 February, delivering his trademark wit, and Rapunzel on Saturday 21 February, a bold, music-filled retelling where Rapunzel takes charge of her own escape.

Meet Fred comes to Didcot for the first time on Tuesday 24 March as part of its exciting 10th anniversary UK tour. This darkly hilarious, critically acclaimed show follows Fred, a two-foot-tall puppet navigating work, love, and society. Contains strong language and puppet nudity.

This is just a snippet into the seasons so check full listings when tickets go on sale this Friday (5 December) at 10am.

Discover the full programme on the brand-new Cornerstone website.



