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Booking link for planning surgeries for town and parish councils
South News a monthly resident newsletter packed with the latest news, events, and consultations happening across South Oxfordshire. 

Next steps for Local Plans
A local plan is a document councils are required to prepare to provide plans and policies for all types of development, including new housing and employment developments in the area as well as identifying the infrastructure needed to support them. 

Councillors in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse on 18 June 2026 approved an update to the timetable for the Joint Local Plan 2041 (JLP1) and its plans for development in the area. The report that went to the councils and the revised LDS can be reviewed here.

Also agreed by both councils was to start work on the next local plan, referred to as Joint Local Plan 2045 (JLP2), in line with government requirements, before the independent examination on the last one is finished.

JLP1
Our forthcoming first Joint Local Plan 2041 delivers on our vision and priorities as well as providing help to our neighbouring districts. Its is robust, innovative, forward-thinking and based on strong community engagement, and it is good to see that it is progressing again through the examination process, examined by government-appointed inspectors. 

The plan was submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination in December 2024. The first stage of inspector-led hearing sessions took place in June 2025, with the second stage of hearing sessions programmed taking place this week 5-7 July 2026, followed by further hearings in the autumn. 

The examination of the Joint Local Plan 2041 encountered a temporary setback in September 2025, following a letter from the inspectors outlining their initial findings from the first hearing sessions held in June 2025. Encouragingly, progress is now firmly back on track, supported by recent national changes to the local plan examination process.

For more information on the first Joint Local Plan (JLP1) visit  www.southandvale.gov.uk/joint-local-plan-2041-examination 

For Livestream  of this week’s second stage hearings:
The sessions for 5-7 July will/are available to watch online via a livestream on the Councils’ YouTube Channel in the Live Streaming section. 
· The Inspectors have issued agendas for the July hearing sessions (ID21, ID22, ID23, ID24), as well as an updated draft Hearings Programme (ID18).  

Our Joint Local Plan examination webpage contains further details.  



JLP2
New government regulations mean that at the same time as working towards adopting the first Joint Local Plan between the two district councils, they are required to start preparing their next plan or plans for the area, which would run to 2045. This is known as ‘twin-tracking’. 

The timetable for the new local plan, needs to be in line with the government’s requirements for preparing, examining and adopting plans in 30 months, which the councils must start by 31 October 2026.  With Local Government Reorganisation, a new unitary authority would look to adopt the second local plan/plans, but the existing councils must start the process. 
Now that the decision has been made by the councils on how best to proceed, the new Joint Local Plan (JLP2) will go out for the first stage of public consultation in September 2026 asking what the plan should cover. 

There is no doubt that the councils will have their work cut out for them in developing a second plan – but on the strength of their previous work on the first Joint Local Plan, they will rise to the occasion and bring the same dedication and determination to see it through, handing over the baton to the new authority when the times comes.

For more information on the new Joint Local Plan (JLP2) visit  Joint Local Plan 2045 (JLP2) - South Oxfordshire District Council

Joint statement from South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils on local devolution
The leaders of South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have reaffirmed their commitment to working constructively and collaboratively with all partners and the government on discussions around a new strategic authority that would cover the Thames Valley.

Leaders from the region met in Reading on 17 June to discuss a letter from the government proposing a Foundation Strategic Authority for an area covered by Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Swindon.

A Foundation Strategic Authority (FSA) is a regional government body that oversees things like strategic transport infrastructure, economic development and regeneration. An FSA is overseen by representatives of all the constituent councils rather than by a mayor.

To establish an FSA the government requires all councils in the area to be in consensus, however some councils in Oxfordshire and Berkshire felt they could not lend their support.

Community Hub roadshows
Our Community Hub team continues to visit local community organisations across South Oxfordshire and the Vale to support residents with the cost of living.

Upcoming roadshows include:
· 
· Wednesday 15 July, 2 to 4pm at Vale Community Impact Pop-Up Café (Petypher House), Kingston Bagpuize OX13 5FR  
· 
· Tuesday 11 August, 11am to 1pm at Didcot Baptist Church, 43 Wantage Road, Didcot, OX11 0BS

No booking is needed. We'll continue to add new dates and locations over the coming months.

Please help us spread the word with residents in your wards. For more information, visit the Community Hub webpage South/Vale

Didcot comes together to celebrate culture and community
On Saturday 11 July you're invited to celebrate culture and community at the first ever Didcot Festival of Cultures.

This free, family-friendly event takes place from 10am to 3pm at Cornerstone Arts Centre, featuring live music, dance, food, workshops and activities inspired by cultures from across Britain and around the world.

The event has been made possible by working in partnership with Didcot Town Council, Healthy Didcot, Cornerstone Arts Centre and Didcot Interfaith Group.

On the day visitors will be able to enjoy free workshops, including Turkish marbling art and African drumming, as well as performances from the Military Wives Choir. For the full programme visit Cornerstone's website.

Bin days staying the same, but collection times may change across South Oxfordshire and the Vale
Residents across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being reminded to put their bins by 6am on their scheduled collection day, ahead of route changes starting later this month.

From Monday 29 June 2026, the district councils are making small changes to waste and recycling rounds to improve the efficiency and reliability of the services.

While every household’s scheduled collection day will remain exactly the same, the time that crews arrive on each street may change. Vehicles may arrive earlier than usual, so residents should put their bins out by 6am on their scheduled collection day to avoid missing a collection.  If possible, people are encouraged to put their bins out the evening before, provided they do not block pavements or footpaths.

Residents can check what day their bins will be emptied via the councils’ new BinDays web app at southandvale.gov.uk/BinDays 

We don’t want anyone missing their collection, so please present your bins by 6am, or the evening before your collection.”
For more information about the districts' waste and recycling collections, visit southoxon.gov.uk/recycling or whitehorsedc.gov.uk/recycling 

Performing Arts Grant 
Local arts organisations can apply for a share of £60,000 from South Oxfordshire District Council's Performing Arts Grant when applications open on Monday 20 July.

The funding supports arts and community projects that give residents across the district the chance to take part in the performing arts, bringing communities together, improving wellbeing and helping grow South Oxfordshire’s arts scene.

Voluntary and community organisations can apply for grants of between £500 and £5,000. Funding can be used for projects such as festivals, concerts, dance lessons, accessible music sessions and equipment purchases.
Applicants must show how their projects meet the following community values and priorities, fostering a vibrant, inclusive, and sustainable performing arts scene in South Oxfordshire: 
· Increase the range of arts opportunities available to local communities. 
· Support inclusive practice and celebrate diversity 
· Develop local artistic talent 
· Promote innovation and excellence 
· Develop new audiences and participants in performing arts initiatives 

Organisations eligible to apply are: 
· Non-for- profit groups, arts, or community groups 
· Town and parish councils 
· Schools (for non-core curriculum activities) 

The deadline for applications is midday Friday 30 September 2026.
More information about the grant scheme can be found on the council’s website southoxon.gov.uk/grants and organisations can contact the Community Arts team performingartsgrants@southandvale.gov.uk for support. 

Councils are encouraged by the results of their tenants’ satisfaction survey
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have carried out a satisfaction survey among their tenants for the first time since they re-registered as social housing providers and the results are encouraging.

The councils, which now manage 92 properties across both districts scored 100 per cent satisfaction on questions on their housing repair service and whether their homes are well-maintained. They also scored highly on keeping communal areas clean and providing homes that are safe.  The lowest score was on the question of how the councils handled complaints and still 75 per cent of respondents were satisfied.

The Government requires all registered providers of social housing – including local authorities – to collect and report annually on their performance using a core set of defined standards called the Tenant Satisfaction Measures. The TSMs provide tenants with greater clarity about their landlord’s performance.

For South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils this is the first measurement of their performance since re-registering in 2023 as a Local Authority Registered Providers (LARP) marking the return to their role as a social landlord.
The councils currently manage properties in Abingdon, Harwell and Wantage in the Vale and Didcot and Wallingford in South Oxfordshire. These range from single rooms to flats and houses with a variety of households ranging from single people to family groups.

The survey takes place during April and May, and the councils then publish the results. The 2026 survey results (of the 86 households under the councils’ management at that time – the councils have since taken on six more properties) are available on our websites (South Oxfordshire/Vale)




