

Astons’ Recreation Committee      	

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 2nd March 2026 
Attendees
	Name
	Susan 
Pallet
	Amberley 
Diamond
	Joanna Hart
	Liz Pattison
	Maria
Martin
	Jo Walshe
	Laura Haigh
	Gillian
Golding
	Sarah Munro

	
	SP
	AD
	JH
	LP
	MM
	JW
	LH
	GG
	SM

	Role
	
	
	PC
	Joint Chair & Bookings
	
	Treasurer
	
	Joint Chair & Maintenance
	PC

	Present?
	No
	Yes (part)
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes



2026 Meeting Schedule

	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	-
	02
	02
	13
	11
	01
	6 
	--
	07
	05
	02
	07


	
Previous minutes of 2nd February were approved.
Health and Safety Issues & Maintenance

1. Fire Risk Assessment 
GG had received quotations from Red Box and Chilman. ARC agreed that the Red Box quote at £415.00 excl. VAT was the preferred option. 
Red Box have provided a list of documentation needed for the FRA which ARC is gathering ahead of the FRA which is to be scheduled for early April.

Action: ARC to compile required documentation and GG to confirm FRA date with Red Box

2. Goal repairs
As agreed at last meeting Jeremy is doing a fantastic job of maintaining the goals and keeping usable. ARC approved £80-100 to mend 4 goals. (Work still ongoing) 

Action: GG to follow up with Jeremy

3. Pavilion central heating controller
Following an assessment of the central heating controller issue it has now failed. Estimate received for the repair from E&W and A1 Heating Engineers was approx. £250.00 incl. VAT. 
ARC agreed to ask Jeremy to go ahead with the repair with E&W for £241.56 incl. VAT

ACTION: LP to confirm to JI to proceed with repair by E&W

4. Bonfire detritus removal
JW has spoken to the Blewbury bonfire team to explore how they remove waste. Blewbury advised that they hire a skip each year into which they put all the waste and bonfire waste which is then collected. Email from Blewbury forwarded to JI and AD.

Action: LP to contact JI regarding possibility of hiring a skip/s and how it might be filled.



5. Tree maintenance
GG had received estimates from Tom Cottrell Landscapes (£1,900 excl VAT) and First Class Tree Surgeons (£1,800 incl VAT). First Class Tree Surgeons were more cost effective and there was no material difference in availability. ARC agreed to proceed with First Class Tree Surgeons and the work is scheduled for 6-7th May.

Action: LP to contact First Class Tree Surgeons to request tree cuttings are chipped and spread on path rather than taken away. 

6. ROSPA
· Fence posts – Tom Coates has completed the repairs around small playground.
· Playground slide mound – GG has been unable to source contractors to repair the slide and mound. 
The metal slide needs to be made safe by removing it. The mound also needs to be made safe and may need to be flattened and possibly replaced with new slide/other playground equipment. This could be a significant project so ARC will consider how to encourage participation from wider village community to take this on.

Action: Add removal of slide as a priority to workday list. 

Spring Workday
· GG has contacted Gravelmaster who supplied bark chippings last year. Premium nuggets are £162/m3. Ben Prior thought we needed 5 x 1m3 bags. 
Action: JH to request approval from PC to spend £810.00 on 5 no. bags premium playground nuggets. 
Action: LP to enquire lead time needed between order and delivery from Gravelmaster.
· Review signage around the play equipment (some are broken and some areas do not have signs and were advised on the ROSPA report). 

Clear debris/twigs etc. from hard court and ensure loose play equipment (tyres and rocking horses etc) are not encroaching on the fixed equipment pieces.

Action: LP/JW/GG to compile list of jobs for workday and assign one area to each ARC member to oversee on the day.
Financial Matters
ARC Finances for February 2026
Current balance is £21,786.70 (£21,933.99) on 28th February 2026
Payments out:
· Bank service charge: £42.63
· Grundon bins: £16.19
· British Gas, gas to 8th February: £114.57
· British Gas, electricity to 8th February: £62.28
· E & W Plumbing and Heating call out, heating system issue: £110.00
 Payments in:
· Paul Mandeville hire fee for 21st March 2026: £160.00

Payments pending:
E & W Plumbing and Heating, replacement of valve in radiator circuit. Quote: £241.56

Meter Readings 08/02/2026:   GAS: 77235 (77132)     Electricity: 6509 (6359). 
Readings were taken by smart meter and confirmed onsite.
JH queried the level of bank service charge which was much higher than the usual charge of £4.25. The reason for this is that ARC is charged £0.75 for every £100.00 paid in to the bank in cash. Therefore, paying in the cash from the bonfire cost approx. £37.00 which is reflected in the service charge.
ARC to note that the charge will also apply for cash paid in from Astonbury.
Recreation Ground Users

	User
	Month
	Dates

	Blewbury Amazons
	January
	24

	
	February
	07; 14; 28

	
	March
	07; 14

	
	April
	11; 25

	
	May
	02

	ACC
	April
	19; 26

	
	May
	03; 17

	
	June
	07; 21

	
	July
	05; 26

	
	August
	16; 23

	
	September
	06

	Paul Mandeville party
	March
	21

	Guilia Valentini party
	May
	16

	Amanda le Conte party
	August
	22

	Tom Coates party
	September
	25–27


Fundraising and Social
· Calculated maximum liability at £8,500.00 – majority of cost being for staging and sound.
· Event insurance for previous Astonbury cost £199.00 and included major events cancellation on a cost only basis up to £25,000. ARC has PI insurance via the PC for other risks and Major Entertainments (staging company) have own insurance. 
· Premium will remain at £199 if ARC uses Major Entertainments again or approx. £400 if a staging company is use that do not have their own insurance.
· AD/LH confirmed that the intention is to use Major Entertainments again this year.
ARC confirmed that insurance cover proposed at £199 is appropriate. AD explained that in order to be able to pay the deposit to secure Major Entertainments, the PC had already been approached and had approved the insurance cover proposed. 

LH requested up to date information from PC on payments process. JH explained that process is as was in terms of who can set up payments with a second person approving which must be JH, SM or JI. 

Action: AD to forward request to pay Major Entertainments’ deposit and payments for other suppliers to PC for 18 March meeting.

Action: LH to set up a file for payments to Astonbury suppliers for efficient processing of payments and information for the VAT reclaim.

Astonbury Committee would like to request approval from PC to make a charity donation from Astonbury this year. Profit should be calculated prior to VAT reclaim. 

ARC agreed in principle that a charity donation shall be made from Astonbury. Profit calculation and VAT treatment mechanisms to be determined.  

Astonbury music team has requested an extension to music - main music to finish at 23:00 and DJ set to continue to 23:45.

Action: AD to formally request extension for music to 23:45 from PC.
Any Other Business
· Astonathlon this year plans donate 50% of proceeds to ARC and 50% to Didcot foodbank.
ARC agreed to the proposal.
Outstanding Actions
	Action
	Actionee

	Send information for VAT reclaim to Parish Clerk
	JW

	Ask Parish Clerk to ask OALC if there are any standard Ts & Cs for hiring 
	JH

	Investigate options for outdoor gym equipment
	SP







For Information

Budget: (Approved in November)
Notes: 
· Water bill: recently a lot higher (due to watering cricket square and a leaky loo) so increased. Monitoring water closely. 
· Electricity / gas: reviewing contract, believe there could be a saving.
· Bins: May drop frequency to 8 weeks after bonfire night (will organize an extra bin emptying for bonfire night)
· Health & Safety costs: covered by PC so no longer separately listed 
· Ladies Summer Supper: May not happen due to Astonbury taking place in 2026 (contributed £350 last year)
· Expenditure greater than income due to the tree surgery expected that the PC has already contributed to.

	Budget for April 2026- March 2027
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	Budget
	
	Budget
	
	Actual
	Budget

	
	Year to 31.3.27
	
	Year to 31.3.26
	 
	Year to 31.3.25
	Year to 31.3.25

	INCOME
	
	
	 
	 
	£
	 

	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Donations & hire
	1000
	
	1000
	 
	1590.00
	1000

	Fund Raising
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Astonbury
	3000
	
	 
	 
	3,360.74
	3000

	Fireworks
	3000
	
	3500
	 
	5784.61
	3000

	Safari Supper
	600
	
	600
	 
	419.38
	550

	Ladies Summer Supper
	 
	
	550
	 
	 
	 

	Astonathlon/
	900
	
	900
	 
	850.00
	 

	Total income
	8500
	
	6550
	 
	12004.73
	7550

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENDITURE
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ground
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	

	Mowing & Strimming
	250
	
	250
	 
	180.00
	250

	Hire of rollers and other matters
	225
	
	225
	 
	223.46
	225

	Maintenance
	2500
	
	2500
	 
	1555.56
	2500

	Tree surgery
	3000
	
	 
	 
	 
	3000

	Machinery & Equipment
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Service & Diesel/Repair
	500
	
	400
	 
	180.16
	250

	Pavilion
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Water
	1000
	
	600
	 
	535.97
	700

	Gas
	900
	
	1000
	 
	783.11
	1000

	Electricity
	1000
	
	1300
	 
	935.82
	1300

	Grundon bins
	360
	
	350
	 
	300.11
	350

	Cleaning costs
	500
	
	500
	 
	424.65
	500   

	Consumables
	200
	
	150
	 
	323.84
	100

	Servicing 
	 
	
	150
	 
	 
	 

	Bank service charges
	60
	
	 
	 
	4.25
	 

	Playground
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Fixed Assets - Pavillion 
	700
	
	750
	 
	361.67
	800

	
	11195
	
	8175
	 
	5808.60
	10975



Jobs Calendar

	Month
	Health & Safety
	Process
	Social

	January
	Playground checks 
Fire extinguisher check
	Meter Readings

	

	February
	Playground checks

	Meter Readings

	

	March
	Playground checks (inc. ROSPA checklist)



	Ensure payments up to date
Final VAT return before mid-March
Visual Inspection of Pavilion and facilities in recreation ground.
Meter Readings
	

	April
	Playground checks

	Prepare FY accounts
Weed & feed grass
Meter Readings
	

	May
	Playground checks

	Internal Audit 
Meter Readings
	

	June
	Playground checks (inc. ROSPA checklist)
	AGM
Meter Readings
	Astonbury

	July
	Playground checks
RoSPA playground check
Arrange & carry out PAT test 
	Review recreation ground risk assessment.
Meter Readings
	

	August
	Playground checks
	Meter Readings
	

	September
	Playground checks (inc. ROSPA checklist)
Boiler Service

	Prepare budget for next year 
Meter Readings
Review Gas & Electricity contracts (expire end October 2026)
	Autumn Work Day

	October
	Playground checks
	Present budget to PC
Meter Readings
	Safari Supper

	November
	Playground checks

	Meter Readings
	Bonfire Night

	December
	Playground checks (inc. ROSPA checklist)
	Fire Extinguisher checks
Meter Readings
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