

Astons’ Recreation Committee      	

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st June 2026 
Attendees

	Name
	Susan 
Pallet
	Amberley 
Diamond
	Joanna Hart
	Liz Pattison
	Maria
Martin
	Jo Walshe
	Laura Haigh
	Gillian
Golding
	Sarah Munro
	Adam Bere

	
	SP
	AD
	JH
	LP
	MM
	JW
	LH
	GG
	SM
	AB

	Role
	
	Events & Fundraising
	PC
	Joint Chair & Bookings
	Play areas & meters
	Treasurer (to July 2026)
	Treasurer (from July 2026)
	Joint Chair & Maintenance
	PC
	ACC rep

	Present?
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes



2026 Meeting Schedule

	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	-
	02
	02
	13
	11
	01
	6 
	--
	07
	05
	02
	07


	

Finances
· JW has received quotes for next energy contract (current contract with Love Energy expires 31 Oct 2026). Love Energy, Smartest Energy and Scottish Power all provided quotes. Very similar, but decided to remain with Love Energy fixed for 3 years: 
· Gas unit price 5.79p (current 5.99) and Standing charge 8.68 (current 9.98) 
· Electricity unit price 24.83 (current 26.01) and standing charge 44.56 (current 42) 
Action: JW to sign up to new Love Energy contract

· Finance report below:
 ARC Finances for May 2026
 
Current balance is £12,023.21 (£18,122.32) on 31st May 2026

Including:          
Payments out:
· Astons Cricket Club, roller hire: 365.06
· First Class Tree Surgeons, tree work: £1,800.00
· JK Carpenter, repair to kitchen worktop: £50.00
· Major Entertainment, balance for A’bury staging: £3,742.53
· Connect Installations, replacement of damaged lights: £421.42
· Bank service charge: £4.25
· Amanda Porter, April/May cleaning: £90.00
· Luke Porter, removal of slide: £395.00
· Grundon bins: £47.98
· British Gas, gas to 8th May: £46.81
· British Gas, electricity to 8th  May: £68.67
· Everflow water: £50.54
 
Payments in:
· G Valentini Pavilion hire + deposit: £140.00
· Astons PC, H&S costs for 2024/5: £573.15
· Astonbury barrel donations: £270.00 

Payments pending:
· AAD Plumbing Ltd, 2xcistern repair: £90.00

Deposits pending:
· VAT reclaim to be reimbursed by PC for 2025-26: £1927.08
· £800 reimbursed from Gillian Golding – non-receipt of bark nuggets. Gillian will follow up with her credit card for personal reimbursement of non-receipt of goods


Meter Readings 08/05/2026:   GAS: 77408 (77371)     Electricity: 7399 (7196) These readings were taken by smart meter and confirmed onsite.

Health and Safety Issues & Maintenance
Safety checks:
1. Smoke Alarm Check 19 May (Gillian and Jeremy) – all working. Alarms are on one circuit, so only need to rotate the check each month across different rooms. 
2. Emergency lighting check – still being developed
3. Playground check 30 May (Maria). Metal slide on mound removed and loose posts and steps up to slide removed – by Luke - during May. Wooden structure on mound is loose and a couple of stepping posts on trim trail are loose. Metal slide on play equipment fouled by birds.
Action: 
· GG to contact Jarek to see if the wooden structure can be made safe and to remove the loose stepping posts. 
· LP to develop the lighting check (monthly check and annual checks). GG will check with JI about pavilion floor plans (SODC plans only have external walls – internal wall arrangement was changed)
· JI to install signage indicating children’s playground is not supervised and it used at own risk
Fire safety:
1. GG to be the designated committee member responsible for fire safety and will undertake monthly smoke alarm checks or designate another committee member if not available. 
2. Fire assembly point outside the pavilion is the Children’s Playground and Terms of Hire needs to be updated to reflect this.
3. Ease of evacuation from pavilion needs to be updated to thumb locks on all external doors (£9.99 each lock). GG has changed the kitchen lock successfully and will now change the three other locks and provide new keys to all key holders/master set. 
4. ARC need to ensure hirers are aware of the fire procedures. AB will film a video demonstrating procedures which will be hosted on village website. A copy of the Fire Procedure and the link to the video will be provided to all hirers.
5. Annual PAT testing and 5-yearly fixed electrical testing are due
Action:
· LP to update pavilion hire agreement with:
· designated fire assembly point
· note about hirer responsibility for safety of people with impaired mobility in case of evacuation
· Highlight that all eternal shutters need to be open during a hire to enable exit from all exit doors. 
· Adam to record video explaining fire procedures to send to all hirers with hire agreement
· GG to change all remaining outside doors to thumb locks
· JI to install signage indicating children’s playground is fire muster point 
· GG to ask Gavin (electrician) to undertake PAT and 5-yearly fixed electrical equipment test

Maintenance 
1. Bonfire/Corner of Recreation Ground: All cleared and final skip is awaiting removal by Grundon on 8th June. Andy Monk and Jeremy Imbush have done a great job – thank you. Need to replace rotten fencing to complete update (JI quoted ~£500)
2. Path outside of kitchen/main entrance: Tom Coates quoted up to £300 to relay uneven pavers and regrout the path. Approved
3. Children’s playground needs mowing/strimming 
4. Basketball court: Poor surface for playing on. SODC has advertised a grant scheme which might be suitable to replace the surface with an all-weather surface suitable for wider/more inclusive use. SODC only offer up to 50% of final cost, but we might be eligible for other funding under community grants because of location close to rubbish tip etc

Action: 
· JI to replace rotten fencing on left side of gate and trim bushes/trees at appropriate time to encourage them to bush up.  
· GG to contact Tom Coates with approval to relay pavers/grouting and to mow/strim the playground
· GG to upload all final ARC policies and procedure documents/safety reports etc to ARC page under the PC on the village website
· AB to investigate SODC grant scheme 






Recreation Ground Users

A villager has already been approved to hire the pavilion for a party in September. He has requested an extension for music to be played until 11pm - this seems a fair request and is approved by the ARC

	User
	Month
	Dates

	Blewbury Amazons
	January
	24

	
	February
	07; 14; 28

	
	March
	07; 14

	
	April
	11; 25

	
	May
	02; 9; 23; 30

	ACC
	April
	19; 26

	
	May
	03; 17

	
	June
	07; 21

	
	July
	05; 26

	
	August
	16; 23

	
	September
	06

	Child’s party
	May
	16

	Child’s party
	August
	22

	Boules day
	September
	13

	Party
	September
	25–27



Fundraising and Social
Astonbury
Tickets selling and organisation going to plan. 
· Performance Rights Society licence is being applied for (Dave Machin) 
· Temporary Event Notice application is in progress. 
· Jeremy has been finalising the insurance coverage
· A risk assessment is in progress and will be uploaded to the website before the event  

Bonfire 2026
PC approved same budget as 2025 for fireworks in 2026. = £3600 incl VAT, £3000 excl VAT 

Action: GG to inform Andrew Golding and Nick Freund that they can order fireworks in time for November

Any Other Business
· ARC documents (policies and procedures, safety reports,) will be hosted on the Village website under the ARC tab which is part of the Parish Council section.  Thanks to Bruno Brunskill for facilitating
· ARC documents in progress will be managed through Google docs then converted to PDFs and uploaded to the village website on completion
· Village groups will have their first joint meeting on 10th June 




Jobs Calendar

	Month
	Health & Safety
	Process
	Social

	January
	Playground checks 
Fire extinguisher check
Smoke alarm test
	Meter Readings

	

	February
	Playground checks
Smoke alarm test
	Meter Readings

	

	March
	Playground checks (inc. ROSPA checklist)
Smoke alarm test


	Ensure payments up to date
Final VAT return before mid-March
Visual Inspection of Pavilion and facilities in recreation ground.
Meter Readings
	

	April
	Playground checks
Smoke alarm test

	Prepare FY accounts
Weed & feed grass
Meter Readings
	Astonathlon
Spring Work Day

	May
	Playground checks
Smoke alarm test
	Internal Audit 
Meter Readings
	

	June
	Playground checks (inc. ROSPA checklist)
Smoke alarm test
	AGM
Meter Readings
	Astonbury

	July
	Playground checks
RoSPA playground check
Arrange & carry out PAT test 
Smoke alarm test
	Review recreation ground risk assessment.
Meter Readings
	

	August
	Playground checks
	Meter Readings
	

	September
	Playground checks (inc. ROSPA checklist)
Boiler Service
Smoke alarm test
Emergency lighting annual test
	Prepare budget for next year 
Meter Readings
Review Gas & Electricity contracts (expire end October 2026)
	Autumn Work Day

	October
	Playground checks
Smoke alarm test
	Present budget to PC
Meter Readings
	Safari Supper

	November
	Playground checks
Smoke alarm test
	Meter Readings
	Bonfire Night

	December
	Playground checks (inc. ROSPA checklist)
Smoke alarm test
	Fire Extinguisher checks
Meter Readings
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