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Weekly Events  
Day Time Event Location Page 

M to F various various  classes Village Hall 17 

Mon 9pm Football (1 hour) Wallingford. Sports Centre. Over 16’s  37 

Tues 10-00-12.00 Astons Café  Village Hall 15 

    “ 10.00-12.00 Post Office      “ 15 

Tues 10.00-12.00 Free Superfast Internet Access       “ 17 

Fri 9.30am-11.30 Toddler Group (Term time only) Centre for Reflection 18 

Events in December 

ϭ-Ϯϰ *** Advent Windows/Treasure Hunt Around the Astons 9 

Ϯ ϱpŵ ϯƌd FƌidaǇ ŵeŶ͛s Chƌistŵas ouiŶg  Goring ϳ 

ϱ ϭϬ.ϯϬaŵ AstoŶs OŶliŶe ǁeďiŶaƌ Online ϵ, ϭϵ  

ϱ ϲ.ϯϬpŵ  Chƌistŵas Bazaaƌ  Village Hall Đoǀeƌ 

ϭϮ ϭϬ-ϭϮ AstoŶs OŶliŶe iŶ peƌsoŶ ;ďy appt oŶlyͿ Village Hall ϵ, ϭϵ 

ϭϮ ϳpŵ-ϵpŵ Taďle Đ-pieĐe & ǁƌeath ǁoƌkshop Village Hall ϭϯ 

ϭϳ ϰ.ϬϬpŵ Caƌol SeƌǀiĐe  St. MiĐhael͛s ChuƌĐh 30 

Ϯϰ 3pm/10pm Cƌiď seƌǀiĐe/ ͛MidŶight͛ Mass St. MiĐhael͛s/All SaiŶts͛  30 

Ϯϰ ϲ.ϬϬpŵ CaŶdle-lit Caƌol SeƌǀiĐe + ƌefƌeshŵeŶts URC 32 

Ϯϱ ϭϬ.ϯϬaŵ Paƌish EuĐhaƌist St. MiĐhael͛s ChuƌĐh 30 

Ϯϳ *** CheƋueƌs Đlosed uŶil ϭϮ:ϬϬ ϭϬth JaŶ Fesiǀe opeŶiŶg iŵes too ϰ 

Events in January 

9 10.30 Astons Online webinar online 9,19 

16 10-12 In person Village Hall 9,19 

25 Eve Ladies’ Book Club TBC 7 

31 7pm-8.15pm Wildlife talk Village Hall 13 

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER 
DEC BINS: G+B: ϭϰ,ϯϬ  GREY: ϳ,Ϯϭ                  JAN BINS: G+B: ϭϮ,Ϯϱ GREY: ϲ,ϭϴ 
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ASTONS  NEWS 

   December 2023 issue 596 

Part of the Comms information group: 
Astonsenews   
theastons.net  
The Astons Villagers Facebook Community 

Astonsonline 

Twitter  (X) 

Don’t forget to enjoy 
the ASTONS NEWS 
CHRISTMAS QUIZ  

A bottle of fizz + box of chocolates to 
the winner! It’s on the back page.  
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PAGE ARTICLES  
Front Christmas Bazaar 

Obverse Christmas Bazaar 

1 What’s on at a glance 

3  Articles, Allen’s Peace-progress report, Copy deadline 

5 Advertisers’ Index,  Advertising rates  
7 Editorial, Christmas eve service at the URC, Astons’ Bus timetable 

9 Astons Advent windows/ Festive Treasure Hunt, Book Club 

11 Jennie’s Children’s Trust fund-raising dinner, Remembrance Day Thanks 

13 Astons Outdoors    
15 Astons Café  
16 SM Primary School 
17 Village Hall 
18 SM Pre-school, Astons Toddler Group 

19 Astonsonline  
21 Pavilion 

22  Astons Community Speed-watch Team, Didcot U3A 

23 Astonsenews, Astons villagers Facebook community (AVFC 

24 David Johnson MP, Blewshed, Cholsey repair shop  
25 Parish Council minutes, Parish Council Vacancy  
26, 27 Astons History Project  
28,29 Astons Kids & Astons Teens 

30, 31 Church news, Churn Climate Change Action Group, Rectors Reflections  
32 United Reform Church services, and Centre for Reflection,  Christmas eve Candle-lit service 

33, 34 Recommended tradesmen, bicycles for asylum seekers 

35 Babysitting, Village adverts 

36 Community Services and Police Information   
37 Village contacts  & information 

38 CHRISTMAS QUIZ-PRIZES TO BE WON 

DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY EDITION IS JANUARY 25th 

SEND COPY TO:  editorastonsnews@gmail.com* 

(*Send in Microsoft ‘WORD’  main text in font size 11, or as a PDF) 

OR in writing to: Astons News, The Barn, Baker Street, Aston Tirrold Oxon OX11 9DD 

Editor: Jeremy Imbush. Treasurer: Marcus Holburn 

Allen’s Peace 

I would like thank all those who were able to attend the talk and walk of Allen’s Peace on Friday 3rd of November. 
It was good to chat over tea and cakes and exchange views. Some interesting links came up, with our local      
neighbours in the Blewbury Chalk Stream group and others. We hope to build on the native species backbone 
planting we have already established this year and develop the lower shrub layer plus wildflower meadow in 2024. 
My aim is to create as much biodiversity as possible to support varied and sustainable wildlife on site. 
 

Thank you for your support, Barbara Allen 
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MIDDLE FELL 

BED AND BREAKFAST 

Studio/single with beautiful views  
Of the Stud Farm 

Private access 

Cottage/Double room with private lounge 

Private access 

 

 Continental Breakfast included 

Wireless Internet  
TIM & CHRISTINE MILLIN 

MIDDLE FELL, MORETON ROAD 

ASTON UPTHORPE, OXON, OX11 9ER 

01235 850207      

middlefell@ic24.net 
www.middlefell.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Food oƌdeƌs             OpeŶiŶg houƌs                    

 Weds - Sat     Weds - Sat  

         ϭϮ.ϬϬ - ϭϰ.ϬϬ    ϭϮ.ϬϬ - ϭϱ.ϬϬ  
 ϭϴ.ϯϬ - Ϯϭ.ϬϬ            ϭϴ.ϬϬ - Ϯϯ.ϬϬ  

     SuŶ                     SuŶ 

     ϭϮ.ϬϬ - ϭϰ.ϯϬ           ϭϮ.ϬϬ - ϭϳ.ϬϬ 

 

 Foƌ ƌeseƌǀaioŶs please ĐoŶtaĐt us ǀia  
phoŶe:  ϬϭϮϯϱ ϴϱϬ ϴϬϬ   

Eŵail:  iŶfo@oliǀieƌatheĐheƋueƌs.Đo.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

To ŵake a ƌeseƌǀaioŶ, oƌ foƌ ŵoƌe  

iŶfoƌŵaioŶ, please Đall us oŶ 

 Ϭϭϰϵϭ ϱϵϴ ϭϱϭ  

Bar à Vin 

  We offer  
food and wine 

 for collection from 
Le Clos  

We ǁill ďe Đlosed ateƌ luŶĐh oŶ the Ϯϰth 
DeĐeŵďeƌ, ƌe-opeŶiŶg oŶ the ϰth JaŶuaƌǇ  

Chƌistŵas opeŶiŶg iŵes 

Chƌistŵas Eǀe - LuŶĐh aŶd diŶŶeƌ  

Chƌistŵas DaǇ - LuŶĐh oŶlǇ  

BoǆiŶg DaǇ - LuŶĐh oŶlǇ 

We ǁill theŶ Đlose foƌ a foƌtŶight aŶd ǁill ƌeopeŶ 
oŶ WedŶesdaǇ ϭϬth JaŶuaƌǇ at ŵiddaǇ . 
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AĐĐoŵŵodaioŶ page 

Middle Fell B&B ϰ 

Aƌt   

AŶŶa DilloŶ               ϲ 

Peteƌ LaŶĐasteƌ FƌaŵiŶg ϲ 

BodǇ & FitŶess  

CaƌoliŶe KiŶash PhǇsiotheƌapǇ aŶd pilates ϮϬ 

Clippeƌs haiƌdƌessiŶg ϴ 

GƌaĐe aŶd GƌaǀitǇ– Yoga aŶd ǁellŶess ϭϬ 

LuŵiŶate -WellŶess ϭϬ 

PƌiŶĐipal Pilates ϴ 

Sǁeet LaǀeŶdeƌ FaĐial & BeautǇ TƌeatŵeŶts ϴ 

ChildƌeŶ:   

BaďǇsiiŶg ϰϬ 

Food + WiŶe  

Cƌeaiǀe CateƌiŶg ϲ 

Le Clos WiŶe Baƌ ϰ 

Oliǀieƌ at The CheƋueƌs ϰ 

Red LioŶ, BleǁďuƌǇ ϰ 

Sǁeet DaisǇ Hoƌse Boǆ ϭϴ 

Gaƌage SeƌǀiĐes  

CheƋueƌs Gaƌage Ϯ 

SĐotlaŶds Ash Gaƌage     Ϯ 

Hoŵe & OiĐe SeƌǀiĐes  

Moƌiŵeƌ BuƌŶet Chaƌteƌed AĐĐouŶtaŶts etĐ  ϭϰ 

Hoŵe & OiĐe SeƌǀiĐes ĐoŶt’d page 

JaĐkie͛s Caƌe ϴ 

Liz Haƌt IŶteƌioƌ DeĐoƌatoƌ ϭϮ 

PauliŶe͛s PeƌsoŶŶel ϲ 

Maths TutoƌiŶg fƌoŵ JaŶe Baƌƌ-KŶight ϭϰ 

HoƌiĐultuƌe  

Apple gaƌdeŶ seƌǀiĐes ϭϰ 

Fiƌst Class Tƌee seƌǀiĐes ϭϮ 

Jaŵes BƌoǁŶ GaƌdeŶ ŵaĐhiŶeƌǇ ƌepaiƌs etĐ ϭϴ 

Jazz & J gaƌdeŶ seƌǀiĐes + haŶdǇŵaŶ ϭϴ 

MiltoŶ GaƌdeŶ MaĐhiŶeƌǇ ϭϲ 

MossiŶatoƌ ƌoof ĐleaŶiŶg seƌǀiĐe ϭϰ 

N. Dƌuŵ LaŶdsĐapiŶg ϭϮ 

Wild to WoŶdeƌful gaƌdeŶ seƌǀiĐes ϭϮ 

Pet SeƌǀiĐes  

AstoŶs Pet SeƌǀiĐes ϮϬ 

GƌooŵiŶg Maƌǀellous dog gƌooŵiŶg  ϮϬ 

Vet –Laƌkŵead  ϮϬ 

Tƌades etĐ  

AstoŶs BuildiŶg & CoŶseƌǀaioŶ Ϯ 

CPPM LoĐksŵith ϭϲ 

DidĐot PlaŶt Hiƌe ϭϲ 

Hoǁaƌd ChadǁiĐk FuŶeƌal SeƌǀiĐe ϮϬ 

Toŵ HouseŵaŶ PluŵďiŶg Ϯ 

Also see ReĐoŵŵeŶded TradesŵeŶ oŶ pages 3ϴ,3ϵ 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 

ASTONS NEWS Advertising Rates 2023 (Community Adverts are free) 
  Please note that there are no issues in 

January or August 

To place an advert  

or for further information  

please contact: 

 Jeremy Imbush  
 

editorastonsnews@gmail.com 

ASTONS NEWS Advertising Rates 2023 

Adǀeƌt size   ϭϬ issues  ϱ issues  ϭ issue 

 ϭ/ϴ page ;ϲϱǆϵϬŵŵͿ £ϱϬ £ϯϱ £ϭϱ 

 ϭ/ϰ page ;ϭϯϬǆϵϬŵŵͿ  £ϳϱ £ϰϱ  £ϮϬ 

 ϭ/Ϯ page ;ϭϯϬǆϭϴϬŵŵͿ  £ϭϰϬ £ϴϬ  £ϯϬ 

 Aϰ page ;ϮϲϬǆϭϴϬŵŵͿ  £poa £poa  £ϰϬ 

Loose inserts (Flyers)  £25 

Community adverts  & flyers free 
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PAULINE’S PERSONNEL 

All gƌades peƌŵaŶeŶt aŶd teŵpoƌaƌǇ oiĐe staf 
pƌoǀided ;otheƌ tǇpes of staf ďǇ aƌƌaŶgeŵeŶtͿ 
CoŶideŶial ĐoƌƌespoŶdeŶĐe, tǇpiŶg/ǁoƌd pƌoĐessiŶg 
seƌǀiĐe, plus theses, ƌepoƌts, ŵail shots ŵaŶusĐƌipts etĐ. 
Tapes tƌaŶsĐƌiďed.  Faǆ aŶd photoĐopǇiŶg seƌǀiĐe. 
GeŶeƌal Book-keepiŶg, Wages, VAT &  PAYE ƌetuƌŶs. 
 ϯϭ Neǁ Road, East HagďouƌŶe, DidĐot, OXϭϭ ϵJX  

Tel: ϬϭϮϯϱ  ϴϭϮϬϲϳ Faǆ: ϬϭϮϯϱ ϴϭϭ ϰϴϬ 

pauliŶe@pauliŶespeƌsoŶŶel.fƌeeseƌǀe.Đo.uk 

Cƌeaiǀe CateƌiŶg 

A L L  E V E N T  C A T E R I N G 

W E D D I N G S , W A K E S , G A R D E N P A R T I E S , B U S I N E S S  L U N C H E S  & 

P I G R O A S T S Moulsfoƌd  ϬϭϮϯϱ ϴϱϬϯϰϮ 

SHEILA  Ϭϳϳϰϯϯϲϴϯϳϯ 

21Moreton Road  

Aston Tirrold 

07962 055 717 
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Editorial: The Astons News Prize Christmas Quiz: it’s on the back page.   
Firstly, congratulations to the ARC bonfire team, helpers, and sponsors Peter and Ruth Welch of  Scotlands Ash    
Garage, for providing us all with such a great evening; top food & drink at bargain prices, and an astonishing       
firework display, devised and conducted by young Richard Cox. All this takes a huge effort from volunteers- more 
of which in the next issue in February. 
The village did extraordinary well in private firework show discipline. I’m sure that the many private and            
commercial animal owners in the village were very pleased and grateful that such concern and respects was shown 
by the community. 
Light discipline has also been good, and long may it continue; I can just make out the JWST telescope on a good 
dark night...Obviously, there will be a modified code during the Astons version of Diwali, where there will be some 
fabulous Christmas light shows around the village. My neighbour in Baker Street is a keen fan, and is always        
encouraging me to add festive scenes, so I shall oblige him with some new additions. 
Important events: The Christmas Bazaar at the VH on 5th (see front covers).  The Carols on 17th and Crib on 
24th services (p30) draw the strands of the village community together, showing that even in an increasingly secular 
society, the Church is still at the heart of the village. For the many newly-arrived villagers, even if you are not    
overtly religious, these are the perfect occasions way to become part of village life.  The Carols Around the Village 
will take place this year (date TBC), so read your astonsenews messages and look on the village  facebook page.               
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our many readers, from myself and the Lady Mayoress.  

Buses foƌ the AstoŶs 

Heƌe is the ĐuƌƌeŶt iŵetaďle. The ϵϰ ƌoute seƌǀes East HagďouƌŶe, BleǁďuƌǇ aŶd UptoŶ, aŶd a Ŷeǁ ϵϰA ƌoute 
seƌǀiŶg East HagďouƌŶe, West HagďouƌŶe, UptoŶ, BleǁďuƌǇ, The AstoŶs aŶd the MoƌetoŶs ďefoƌe ƌetuƌŶiŶg to 
DidĐot. ChiltoŶ/Haƌǁell Caŵpus ǁill Ŷo loŶgeƌ ďe seƌǀed ďǇ these seƌǀiĐes. The iŵetaďle ǁill ďe posted oŶ the 
AstoŶs ǁeď site ǁheŶ aǀailaďle. Please Ŷote that the seƌǀiĐe ƌuŶs aŶi-ĐloĐkǁise oŶlǇ. 

ϵϰ, ϵϰA ROUTE MAP 

The Ŷeǁ ďus iŵetaďle iŶ the oǆfoƌdďus    
ǁeďsite: 
 

htps://ǁǁǁ.oǆfoƌdďus.Đo.uk/seƌǀiĐe-

ĐhaŶges-Ϯϲth-Ŷoǀeŵďeƌ-ϮϬϮϯ. 
 

The plaŶ is sill to add the eǆteŶsioŶ to the 
DidĐot sĐhools fƌoŵ JaŶuaƌǇ ϮϬϮϰ. 

Caƌols ďǇ CaŶdlelight  
oŶ Chƌistŵas Eǀe at  ϲpŵ at the UŶited Refoƌŵed ChuƌĐh, SpƌiŶg LaŶe. RaisiŶg fuŶds foƌ Hoŵe Staƌt, South OǆoŶ. 
Fesiǀe dƌiŶks aŶd ŵiŶĐe pies ateƌǁaƌds. We ǁill also haǀe a liǀe zooŵ liŶk foƌ aŶǇoŶe iŶ the ǀillage that ǁaŶts to ďe theƌe 
ďut ĐaŶ͛t ateŶd iŶ peƌsoŶ.  
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PILATES CLASSES in E. Hagbourne 

 

SMALL GROUPS & 1-1  
 

principalpilates.com 

carolinehunt@btinternet.com   
07758 814578  

 

DO YOU WANT TO  
BOOST YOUR BUSINESS PROFILE? 

 

DO YOU WANT TO  
INCREASE YOUR REVENUE?  

 

IF SO,  
ADVERTISE HERE.  

SEE PAGE ϯ  
FOR FULL DETAILS 
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ASTON’S ADVENT WINDOWS/ 

FESTIVE TREASURE HUNT 

IS ON ITS WAY! 
 

From 1st December up until Christmas Eve, 24 kind volunteers have each agreed to create and illuminate a       
magical, festive window display. Each window will be lit from dusk until 10pm every evening from their given 
date until the end of 2023 and will display a number. Once ‘opened’ that house will continue to light up every 
evening….some will be easier to spot than others. There is one that is particularly well tucked away! 
 

Treat yourselves by wondering around the village to see if you can find them. Day by day, more and more      
windows will be on show for you, your kids, your family and friends to marvel at. A map of all the houses will be 
available to view on the Astons website and at the Crib Service at St Michael’s Church from Christmas Eve. 
 

Please do not enter anyone’s garden or driveway to look at the displays – the houses have been specifically 
chosen for their visibility from the road. 
 

If you enjoy this new bit of festive cheer, and would like to make a donation, please 
scan the QR code. The money will be equally split between the PCC and OxPAT.org 
(The money they receive is distributed to organisations 

 

pƌoǀidiŶg shelteƌ, food, daǇ ĐeŶtƌes, ĐlothiŶg, adǀiĐe aŶd ŵediĐal Đaƌe to people iŶ 
Ŷeed iŶ OǆfoƌdͿ. The QR Đode ǁill take Ǉou to the PCC doŶaioŶs page. OŶĐe all the 
doŶaioŶs haǀe ďeeŶ ƌeĐeiǀed, theǇ ǁill giǀe ϱϬ% to OǆPat. If Ǉou ǁould like to ƌead 
OǆPat͛s ƌespoŶse to ouƌ doŶaioŶ fƌoŵ last Ǉeaƌ, please go to theiƌ ǁeďsite 
ǁǁǁ.oǆpat.oƌg/Ŷeǁs 

 

Foƌ ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ ;oƌ to ďe added to the list foƌ Chƌistŵas ϮϬϮϰͿ, please ĐoŶtaĐt AŵďeƌleǇ DiaŵoŶd 
;aŵďeƌleǇjoŶes@hotŵail.Đoŵ ϬϳϳϳϭϵϵϱϵϬϲͿ 

Book Gƌoup 

 

Ouƌ last ŵeeiŶg foƌ the Ǉeaƌ is oŶ ThuƌsdaǇ ϭϰth DeĐeŵďeƌ at ϳ.ϯϬpŵ. We ǁill ďe disĐussiŶg The SeĐƌet HistoƌǇ 
ďǇ DoŶŶa Taƌt aŶd eŶjoǇiŶg soŵe Chƌistŵas Đheeƌ. Ouƌ JaŶuaƌǇ ŵeeiŶg is sĐheduled foƌ ThuƌsdaǇ Ϯϱth. 
Neǁ ŵeŵďeƌs aƌe ǀeƌǇ ǁelĐoŵe!  
Please ĐoŶtaĐt Saƌah DaltoŶ at daltoŶ_faŵilǇ@hotŵail.Đoŵ foƌ ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ. 
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 

 

ThaŶk Ǉou to the ŵiŶsteƌs foƌ ĐoŶduĐiŶg the ReŵeŵďƌaŶĐe SeƌǀiĐe aŶd foƌ ƌeadiŶg out the Ŷaŵes of the 
͚AstoŶs FalleŶ͛ fƌoŵ ďoth ǁoƌld ǁaƌs. 
 

ThaŶk Ǉou to the PCC aŶd the ChuƌŶ BeŶeiĐe, ǁith speĐial thaŶks to AŵaŶda Le CoŶte, foƌ heƌ iŵe. GuǇ 
LiǀeƌtoŶ aŶd Chƌistopheƌ Haǁkeƌ tolled the teŶoƌ ǁith pƌeĐisioŶ iŵiŶg agaiŶ at St MiĐhael͛s ChuƌĐh. 
ThaŶk Ǉou to RAF BeŶsoŶ foƌ theiƌ lǇpast. 
 

ThaŶk Ǉou to JaŶe Iŵďush fƌoŵ the Paƌish CouŶĐil aŶd Chƌis Keeďle foƌ laǇiŶg the Bƌiish LegioŶ Wƌeaths 
at the ǁaƌ ŵeŵoƌial aŶd thaŶks to JusiŶ Keeďle aŶd eǀeƌǇoŶe else ǁho took paƌt iŶ the poppǇ appeal 
this Ǉeaƌ. 
 

ThaŶk Ǉou to the Waƌ Meŵoƌial Coŵŵitee ;Christopher Hawker, RyaŶ Morris, Toŵ Coates aŶd AŶŶa    
DilloŶͿ foƌ theiƌ ǁoƌk iŶ keepiŶg the gƌouŶds aŶd ŵeŵoƌial ĐleaŶ aŶd idǇ thƌoughout the Ǉeaƌ.  
 

FiŶallǇ, ǁith thaŶks to AstoŶ Outdooƌs foƌ plaŶiŶg ƌeplaĐeŵeŶt plaŶts at the ďaĐk of the ǁaƌ ŵeŵoƌial 
gƌouŶds. 
AŶŶa DilloŶ  

FuŶdƌaisiŶg DiŶŶeƌ suppoƌiŶg JeŶŶie͛s ChildƌeŶs͛ Tƌust 
 

We aƌe delighted to aŶŶouŶĐe that The LaŶĐasteƌ faŵilǇ aƌe hosiŶg a    
fuŶdƌaisiŶg ŵeal iŶ aid of ͞JeŶŶie͛s ChildƌeŶs͛ Tƌust͟ foƌ the seĐoŶd Ǉeaƌ 
iŶ a ƌoǁ. JCT is a ĐhaƌitǇ that is ǀeƌǇ Đlose to ouƌ heaƌts, ǁe haǀe ǀoluŶ-
teeƌed foƌ theŵ oǀeƌ the last feǁ Ǉeaƌs as theǇ ǁoƌk to Đƌeate happǇ 
ŵeŵoƌies foƌ faŵilies ǁho haǀe sufeƌed tƌauŵa. To iŶd out ŵoƌe aďout 

the ǁoƌk theǇ do, please ǀisit htp://ǁǁǁ.jeŶŶiesĐhildƌeŶstƌust.oƌg/ 

 

We ǁould like to iŶǀite Ǉou to aŶ eǀeŶiŶg of iŶe food aŶd sĐiŶillaiŶg ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ oŶ the 
Ϯϰth of FeďƌuaƌǇ ϮϬϮϰ, at the AstoŶ Tiƌƌold aŶd Upthoƌpe Village Hall. The eǀeŶiŶg ǁill  
ĐoŶsist of a fouƌ Đouƌse set ŵeŶu ǁith a seleĐioŶ of aŵuse-ďouĐhe upoŶ aƌƌiǀal. 
 

 VegetaƌiaŶ opioŶs aŶd dietaƌǇ ƌeƋuiƌeŵeŶts ǁill all ďe Đateƌed foƌ. Please ŶoifǇ of aŶǇ   
dietaƌǇ pƌefeƌeŶĐes ǁheŶ ďookiŶg. TiĐkets aƌe liŵited aŶd ǁill ďe oŶ a iƌst Đoŵe iƌst 
seƌǀed ďasis. The suggested doŶaioŶ peƌ iĐket is £ϱϬ ǁith all pƌoits goiŶg diƌeĐtlǇ to     
JeŶŶie͛s ChildƌeŶs͛ Tƌust. You aƌe asked to ďƌiŶg Ǉouƌ oǁŶ dƌiŶks.  
 

If Ǉou ǁould like to joiŶ us, please eŵail gƌaĐelaŶĐasteƌ@gŵail.Đoŵ ǁith ĐoŶiƌŵaioŶ aŶd 
the Ŷuŵďeƌ of iĐkets ƌeƋuiƌed.  
Moƌe details ǁill ďe giǀeŶ Ŷeaƌeƌ the iŵe.  
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          Dƌuŵ 

                           LaŶdsĐapiŶg 

Haƌd aŶd Sot LaŶdsĐapiŶg  
GaƌdeŶ CleaƌaŶĐe  

GaƌdeŶ aŶd GƌouŶds MaiŶteŶaŶĐe  
Hedge PlaŶiŶg • Hedge CuiŶg  

Gƌass CuiŶg • TuƌiŶg • FeŶĐiŶg  

Poǁeƌ WashiŶg • WiŶteƌ GƌiiŶg  

LiĐeŶsed  Waste Caƌƌieƌ  

IŶsuƌed 

Call NiĐk  –   Hoŵe: ϬϭϮϯϱ ϴϱϵϮϮϵ 

Moďile: ϬϳϵϮϮ ϳϬϭϲϯϰ 

Eŵail: ŶdƌuŵlaŶdsĐapiŶg@gŵail.Đoŵ 

OiĐe Ϭϭϰϵϭ ϲϱϭϬϱϮ  
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Ϭϭϰϵϭ ϴϳϰϯϯϮ  
adŵiŶ@ŵoƌiŵeƌďuƌŶet.Đo.uk  

ǁǁǁ.ŵoƌiŵeƌďuƌŶet.Đo.uk 

 The White House, Mill Road,  
GoƌiŶg oŶ Thaŵes, RGϴ ϵDD  

Chaƌteƌed AĐĐouŶtaŶts &  
BusiŶess CoŶsultaŶts 

Ouƌ seƌǀiĐes iŶĐlude:  
AŶŶual AĐĐouŶts, Book-KeepiŶg, 

PaǇƌoll aŶd VAT RetuƌŶs foƌ  
Liŵited CoŵpaŶies aŶd Sole Tƌadeƌs. 

GuidaŶĐe aŶd Set Up foƌ  
BusiŶess Staƌt Ups. 

PeƌsoŶal Taǆ RetuƌŶs. 

EǆpeƌieŶĐed LoĐal Maths Tutoƌ 

All leǀels aŶd aďiliies  

espeĐiallǇ GCSE & A leǀel 

 

CoŶtaĐt JaŶe Baƌƌ KŶight  

oŶ ϬϳϵϲϴϯϬϬϮϴϮ 

oƌ jaŶiehď@hotŵail.Đoŵ 
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 Plant & Tool Hire for 
Trade & DIY  

Your first choice for the best  
equipment, service and price. 

Go to www.didcotplant.co.uk to 
check our online catalogue.  

01235 814000  

South MoƌetoŶ PƌiŵaƌǇ SĐhool  
SĐhool Touƌs foƌ Ǉouƌ faŵilǇ.  

Aƌe Ǉou Ŷeǁ to the aƌea, oƌ ĐoŶsideƌiŶg sĐhool         
appliĐaioŶs foƌ Ǉouƌ ĐhildƌeŶ iŶ the Ŷeaƌ futuƌe? 

 

We ofeƌ faŵilies ϭ:ϭ peƌsoŶal touƌs ǁith Mƌs 
SáŶĐhez, HeadteaĐheƌ. S M P S ǁas  iŶspeĐted ďǇ Of-
sted last aĐadeŵiĐ Ǉeaƌ, aŶd the ƌepoƌt Ŷoted that: 
 

"Pupils ĐleaƌlǇ thƌiǀe at South MoƌetoŶ Staf kŶoǁ 
eaĐh pupil as aŶ iŶdiǀidual, ŶuƌtuƌiŶg ǁaƌŵ              
ƌelaioŶships so theǇ feel safe aŶd seĐuƌe at sĐhool 
Staf shaƌe theiƌ iŶfeĐious eŶthusiasŵ aŶd help pupils 
to ƌeallǇ eŶjoǇ sĐhool. Pupils͛ ďehaǀiouƌ at sĐhool is 
tǇpiĐallǇ iƌst-Đlass...theǇ aƌe ǁell pƌepaƌed foƌ theiƌ 
Ŷeǆt stages of eduĐaioŶ" 

 

Book a touƌ ǁith the SĐhool OiĐe. OŶ ϬϭϮϯϱ ϴϭϯϭϭϬ oƌ 
ǀia oiĐe.Ϯϱϲϲ@south-ŵoƌetoŶ.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk. You ĐaŶ 
also iŶd out ŵoƌe aďout us oŶ ouƌ ǁeďsite   

ǁǁǁ.south-ŵoƌetoŶ.oǆoŶ.sĐh.uk.  
We look foƌǁaƌd to ŵeeiŶg Ǉou! 
CheƌǇl SaŶĐhez 

HeadteaĐheƌ, South MoƌetoŶ PƌiŵaƌǇ SĐhool 

 

DO YOU WANT TO  

BOOST YOUR BUSINESS PROFILE? 

DO YOU WANT TO  

INCREASE YOUR REVENUE?  

IF SO,  

ADVERTISE HERE  

SEE PAGE ϯ  

FOR FULL DETAILS 
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JA)) & J SERVICES 

GaƌdeŶ CleaƌaŶĐe, Hedge ĐuiŶg, 
 MoǁiŶg, StƌiŵŵiŶg,   

GeŶeƌal ďuildiŶg ŵaiŶteŶaŶĐe, DeĐoƌaiŶg,  
Haƌdǁood looƌiŶg iŶstallaioŶ & ŵaiŶteŶaŶĐe, 

Based iŶ BleǁďuƌǇ 

ϬϳϴϭϴϲϲϱϰϰϬ 

jaŵes.ďǀestate@gŵail.Đoŵ 

GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICE & REPAIR 

Fƌoŵ Stƌiŵŵeƌs & ChaiŶ Saǁs to 

Ride oŶ & Push ŵoǁeƌs, 
Based iŶ BleǁďuƌǇ 

CoŶtaĐt Jaŵes BƌoǁŶ 

ϬϳϴϭϴϲϲϱϰϰϬ 

jaŵes.ďǀestate@gŵail.Đoŵ 

 

Sǁeet DaisǇ 

 

PeƌfeĐt foƌ eǀeƌǇ eǀeŶt aŶd seasoŶ 

 pƌoǀidiŶg haŶdĐƌated, ďespoke  

sǁeet ĐoŶes, jaƌs, git ďoǆes aŶd haŵpeƌs. 

Hiƌe the Sǁeet DaisǇ Hoƌseďoǆ  

foƌ Ǉouƌ eǀeŶt 
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Astons Pet Services 

PassioŶate aďout aŶiŵals 

I am professionally qualified and experienced, 
in caring for family pets and small livestock.  

If you are away from home for a few hours, or 
weeks, I provide a variety of related services for 
cats, dogs and other small pets, such as 30      
minute ‘Pit Stop’, home visits and boarding. 

Dogs that stay with us are cared for in our own 
home, which is less stressful than traditional 
boarding kennels. 

Whatever your requirements may be, please     
contact me (Theo): 

Tel: 01235 859218  
or mobile 07824 492443 

Email: theo@astonspetservices.co.uk 

Fully insured and certified in First Aids. 

 Ȋwe have an obligation and responsibility to        
preserve and nurture and care for all life.ȋ – 
James Cromwell 
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The Pavilion comprises a main entertaining area, fully equipped kitchen, 

toilets, disabled access, changing rooms, baby changing and showers. 

There is plenty of parking and hirers are able to use the outdoor space 

for games and bouncy castles. 

 

Pavilion Hire Charges 

    Receptions/General Parties:    £60 (villager)   £100 (non-villager) 

   Children’s Parties/Charity Events:   £40 (villager)  £60 (non-villager) 

To arrange a viewing, and/or booking, contact Luci Didriksen-Penfold via email:   

astonspavilion@gmail.com  

Pavilion THE ASTONS’ 
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DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE D&D UϯA  
ŵeeiŶgs aƌe held oŶ the thiƌd TuesdaǇ of eaĐh ŵoŶth at Ϯpŵ at DidĐot CiǀiĐ Hall. Visitoƌs aƌe ǁelĐoŵe to Đoŵe to 
oŶe ŵeeiŶg as a tasteƌ ďefoƌe joiŶiŶg. Foƌ details eŵail ĐhaiƌŵaŶ@didĐotuϯa.oƌg oƌ seĐƌetaƌǇ@didĐotuϯa.oƌg oƌ 
ǀisit ǁǁǁ.uϯasites.oƌg.uk/didĐot.  
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The Astons Villagers Facebook Community (AVFC) 
The Astons Villagers Facebook group was set up for residents of the Astons. With over 170 members   joining, it is 
becoming a valuable channel for all types of local information and knowledge sharing, including updates on local 
news and events, details of impromptu get-togethers, items (or pets!) that have been lost or found, or for sale, or    
donated, and promoting local activities and clubs. 

With Astons’ Facebook, you can share information and get immediate responses about time-critical events –such as 
last minute ticket availability, and updates on travel delays. As a social media channel, it's also a great way of        
interacting with other villagers, complementing our other village communications channels such as the Astons News,  
e-news [see below], and website, www.theastons.net.    

We are a closed site, which means that you will be asked to confirm that you are a resident of the Astons (or if not, 
to give a reason why you would want to join).  

This is to ensure that information is restricted to members of the community and doesn't get used for any commercial 
purposes (although we encourage local businesses to promote their services during the first week of each month).  
 

TO JOIN: 
If you already use Facebook, please search for Astons Villagers Facebook Community; the more members we 
have, the more representative the group will be!  
 

If you'd like to join, but aren't sure about how to use Facebook, then why not come along to one of our friendly,    
regular technology help sessions in the Village Hall at the Astons Café on Tuesday mornings, 10.30am-12noon and 
occasional evening specials.  
 

They are for complete computer and internet novices, as well as more experienced users [see pages 9 & 16].  For any 
more general questions about the group, please contact: 
 

Kathryn Hawkey at kathryn.hawkey@gmail.com  or Luci Didriksen-Penfold  at luci.didriksen@hotmail.co.uk 
who are the administrators for our Facebook group,. 

Astons eNews 

All Astons residents are welcome to sign up to the Astons eNews - the Astons community email service.  About 
200 already have done so. 

Astons eNews sends infrequent village-wide emails with important news/information that cannot wait for the next 
monthly Astons News.   The editorial team consists of Astons News editor and Astons Webteam. 
 

The following criteria apply to eNews emails: 
The email will be available to everyone in the two parishes. 
Addressees will be invisible to all other recipients in order to preserve privacy. 
There will be a simple unsubscribe facility on every email. 
No commercials, no jokes, no opinions etc - just succinct information about events/activities. 
eNews emails are not sent to highlight individual events unless the editorial team agrees that there are special 
circumstances. 
 

Email addresses supplied to eNews are not used for any other purpose nor are they passed on to other groups, clubs 
or organisations. 
 

(We have consulted the Information Commissioner’s Office and are complying with their and GDPR guidelines for 
handling personal data) 
 

Please sign up by emailing astonsenews@gmail.com if you wish to receive eNews emails and are not on the       
circulation already. 
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Bleǁshed.  

OpeŶiŶg iŵes aŶd ŵeŵďeƌship: TuesdaǇ aŶd SatuƌdaǇ ateƌŶooŶs ϭ.ϯϬ-ϰ.ϬϬ pŵ.  
Also oŶ ThuƌsdaǇ ateƌŶooŶs ϭ.ϯϬ-ϰpŵ foƌ those ǁith a speĐial iŶteƌest iŶ eleĐtƌoŶiĐs.  
BleǁShed aŶŶual ŵeŵďeƌship fee is £Ϯϱ iŶĐludiŶg  the use of a ǀeƌǇ ǁell-eƋuipped ǁoƌkshop.  
͚Cluď Ŷight' ŵeeiŶgs aƌe oŶ the seĐoŶd TuesdaǇ of eaĐh ŵoŶth at ϳ.ϯϬ-ϵpŵ iŶ the Shed ;opposite the teŶŶis ĐluďͿ 
aŶd eǀeƌǇoŶe is ǁelĐoŵe, ǁhetheƌ oƌ Ŷot Ǉou aƌe a ŵeŵďeƌ.  
 

Mike WƌotesleǇ, BleǁShed seĐƌetaƌǇ htps://ďleǁshed.hoŵe.ďlog/Ŷeǁs/  

Daǀid JohŶsoŶ MP  
ThaŶk Ǉou ǀeƌǇ ŵuĐh to the Ϯ,ϭϮϳ people ǁho sigŶed ŵǇ peiioŶ to ƌe-opeŶ Gƌoǀe StaioŶ.  
 

We aƌe the pƌoud hoŵe of the ϭϭ EOD aŶd SeaƌĐh RegiŵeŶt at Vauǆhall BaƌƌaĐks iŶ DidĐot, aŶd it ǁas a pleasuƌe to 
ǀisit agaiŶ aŶd ŵeet Lt Col Roď SǁaŶ aŶd the teaŵ. Just this Ǉeaƌ theǇ haǀe so faƌ ƌespoŶded to ŵoƌe thaŶ ϭ,ϴϬϬ 
ƌeƋuests iŶ the UK to deal ǁith eǆplosiǀe deǀiĐes aŶd I plaŶted a ƌeŵeŵďƌaŶĐe stake iŶ PaƌliaŵeŶt's GaƌdeŶ of   
ReŵeŵďƌaŶĐe iŶ theiƌ hoŶouƌ. 
 

PaƌliaŵeŶt Week takes plaĐe eǀeƌǇ Noǀeŵďeƌ, aŶd I ǁas pleased to ǀisit loĐal sĐhools aŶd talk to difeƌeŶt Ǉouth 
oƌgaŶisaioŶs aďout ŵǇ ƌole as aŶ MP aŶd hoǁ theǇ ĐaŶ get iŶǀolǀed iŶ poliiĐs, iŶĐludiŶg: WalliŶgfoƌd SĐhool, St 
MiĐhael͛s CofE PƌiŵaƌǇ SĐhool iŶ SteǀeŶtoŶ, Bƌightǁell PƌiŵaƌǇ SĐhool, St Blaise PƌiŵaƌǇ SĐhool, the ϳth AďiŶgdoŶ 
Beaǀeƌs, ChiltoŶ Eǆploƌeƌ SĐout UŶit aŶd Bƌightǁell Đuŵ Sotǁell SĐouts.   
 

I haǀe ďeeŶ ĐaŵpaigŶiŶg to iŵpƌoǀe ouƌ ƌoads siŶĐe I ǁas eleĐted aŶd I haǀe Ŷoǁ lauŶĐhed ŵǇ LoĐal Roads SuƌǀeǇ 
to giǀe Ǉou the oppoƌtuŶitǇ to tell ŵe eǆaĐtlǇ ǁheƌe Ǉou aƌe seeiŶg issues oŶ ouƌ ƌoads that Ŷeed to ďe ƌesolǀed – 
iŶĐludiŶg potholes,  ĐoŶgesioŶ, speediŶg aŶd otheƌ safetǇ ĐoŶĐeƌŶs. I ǁaŶt to pull togetheƌ a Đoŵplete ŵap of all 
the issues ǁe aƌe faĐiŶg, aŶd ǁheƌe, so that I ĐaŶ ƌaise these ǁith the ƌoad authoƌiies.  
 

Fill it out at ǁǁǁ.daǀid-johŶstoŶ.oƌg.uk/RoadsSuƌǀeǇ. 
 

Noǁ that I aŵ the MiŶisteƌ foƌ ChildƌeŶ, Faŵilies aŶd WellďeiŶg, oŶe of the thiŶgs I haǀe ƌespoŶsiďilitǇ foƌ is oǀeƌ-
seeiŶg the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt͛s ďig Ŷeǁ eǆpaŶsioŶ iŶ ĐhildĐaƌe foƌ paƌeŶts. OŶĐe it is Đoŵpleted iŶ AutuŵŶ ϮϬϮϱ, it ǁill 
giǀe ǁoƌkiŶg paƌeŶts ϯϬ houƌs of fƌee ĐhildĐaƌe eǀeƌǇ ǁeek fƌoŵ ǁheŶ theiƌ Đhild is ϵ ŵoŶths old uŶil theǇ staƌt 
sĐhool. It is gƌeat ďe iŶǀolǀed iŶ deliǀeƌiŶg this eǆĐiiŶg Ŷeǁ poliĐǇ aŶd Ǉou ĐaŶ see eǆaĐtlǇ ǁhat Ǉou'ƌe eligiďle foƌ 
at ǁǁǁ.ĐhildĐaƌeĐhoiĐes.goǀ.uk 

 

I ǁish Ǉou a ǀeƌǇ MeƌƌǇ Chƌistŵas aŶd a HappǇ Neǁ Yeaƌ. 
 

As eǀeƌ, if I ĐaŶ help ǁith aŶǇthiŶg theŶ do, please get iŶ touĐh ǀia.johŶstoŶ.ŵp@paƌliaŵeŶt.uk 

CholseǇ Repaiƌ Café 

SatuƌdaǇ ϮϬth JaŶuaƌǇ at the CholseǇ PaǀilioŶ ϭϭ.ϬϬ-ϭϯ.ϰϱ. 
Theƌe is a Đhaƌge foƌ aŶǇ spaƌe paƌts Ŷeeded ďut ƌepaiƌ help is giǀeŶ fƌee ďǇ ǀoluŶteeƌs — although a doŶaioŶ    
toǁaƌds ƌuŶŶiŶg Đosts is alǁaǇs appƌeĐiated. The iǆiŶg Đƌeǁ ĐaŶ look at eleĐtƌiĐal faults, PAT tesiŶg, shaƌpeŶiŶg, 
ďiĐǇĐle ƌepaiƌs, sŵall ǁoodǁoƌk joďs, Ŷeedleǁoƌk, geŶeƌal glueiŶg aŶd eǀeŶ ultƌasoŶiĐ ĐleaŶiŶg of sŵall iteŵs.    
AdǀiĐe is fƌeelǇ aǀailaďle if a ƌepaiƌ isŶ͛t possiďle oŶ the daǇ. 
 

Moƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ ĐaŶ ďe fouŶd at ǁǁǁ.ĐholseǇƌepaiƌĐafe.Đoŵ 
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ASTON TIRROLD & ASTON UPTHORPE PARISH COUNCILS 

 

Parish Council Business 

 

Parish Council meeting 8th November 2023 was held face to face in the village hall. 
 

Planning 

 P23/S3346/HH- for development work at the following location: Milestone Cottage, London Road,    
Aston Tirrold, Didcot. The application is for: Demolish existing SE and NW extensions and       
construct new single storey SE Entrance/Utility room and 2 storey NW extension with Kitchen at 
ground floor level and Bedroom over - The PC support this application.    

 

Roads and Traffic 

 The drains down the Moreton Road have been cleared so that water can flow freely. 
 The Millennium bench on the Hagbourne Road is looking tired and in need of some repairs to     

improve its condition. Littering around the bench has also become an issue. The PC wonder, is    
another bin needed, or does the bench need moving, perhaps? Some ideas are needed on what to do.       
However, the PC feel it is best to leave any repairs to the bench until the Spring and will re address 
then. 

 There is a Link available on Facebook for residents to report any large vehicles passing through the 
village that shouldn’t be and any damage that is caused. 

 

Environment Group 

We are still waiting for the postcards from OCC RoW officer. 
 

CIL Monies 

 There is one area we feel as a church we could justify asking for money and that is the handrails 
that go from Aston Street towards St Michaels church. Although this is partly on church grounds 
the path is used very frequently by all villagers. The wood on the hand rail is rotting and some of 
the posts are now very unsafe. We have asked for a quote but not forthcoming as yet but it will 
need to be hard wood. I think it is likely to cost about. £2-2.5k. - The PC would like some quotes 
for the above work which they will then consider further. 

 

Fibre Broadband  

 The successful roll out is virtually complete. 
 

SODC 

 https://www.theastons.net/files/Astons_DC_Report_081123.pdf 
 

Next Meeting  
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th December 2023  

and will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY  
The PC͛s ǁoƌk is ǀaƌied – fƌoŵ plaŶŶiŶg to eĐologǇ,  speed aǁaƌeŶess to tƌee plaŶiŶg. So ǁhateǀeƌ Ǉouƌ paƌiĐulaƌ 
iŶteƌest ǁithiŶ ouƌ thƌiǀiŶg ǀillage, Ǉou͛ll iŶd a plaĐe to ŵake a difeƌeŶĐe. We aƌe keeŶ to ƌepƌeseŶt as ǁide a 
ƌaŶge of ǀillageƌs as possiďle, so please ĐoŶtaĐt JaŶe Iŵďush ;ďeloǁͿ to iŶd out ŵoƌe. She ĐaŶ also put Ǉou iŶ 
touĐh ǁith otheƌ ĐouŶĐilloƌs if Ǉou͛ƌe uŶsuƌe hoǁ to get iŶǀolǀed.  
 

Contact Jane Imbush (Chair) 07739 644 064  or email astons.parishclerk@gmail.com 



 

Ϯϲ 
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CoŶǀeƌsaioŶs at Chƌistŵas iŵe 

 Chƌistŵas is ǀeƌǇ ŵuĐh a iŵe foƌ ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs - ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs ǁith fƌieŶds aŶd faŵilǇ, ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs ǁith      
Ŷeighďouƌs aŶd peƌhaps also ǁith stƌaŶgeƌs, as ǁe do ouƌ Chƌistŵas shoppiŶg oƌ take paƌt iŶ ĐoŵŵuŶal Đaƌol      
siŶgiŶg. Soŵeiŵes these ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs ǁill ďe light-heaƌted aŶd  full of fuŶ, ďut I͛ŵ also ǁell aǁaƌe that      
Chƌistŵas ĐaŶ also haǀe it͛s aǁkǁaƌd ŵoŵeŶts.  It ĐaŶ ďe a Ƌuite a stƌessful iŵe, aŶd it͛s easǇ foƌ teŵpeƌs to 
fƌaǇ. 

As I ǁƌite these ǁoƌds, I aŵ stƌuĐk ďǇ the Ŷuŵďeƌ of iŵes ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs featuƌe iŶ the tƌadiioŶal Chƌistŵas      
ƌeadiŶgs.  The aĐĐouŶts of the eǀeŶts suƌƌouŶdiŶg the ďiƌth of Jesus fouŶd iŶ the gospels, espeĐiallǇ iŶ the gospels      
aĐĐoƌdiŶg to Matheǁ aŶd Luke, aƌe fullǇ of ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs. Soŵe of these ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs iŶǀolǀe a dialogue       
ďetǁeeŶ a huŵaŶ ďeiŶg aŶd aŶ aŶgel, peƌhaps ŵost faŵouslǇ iŶ the stoƌǇ of the AŶŶuŶĐiaioŶ, fouŶd iŶ the ϭst 
Đhapteƌ of Luke͛s gospel. IŶ this stoƌǇ, the aŶgel Gaďƌiel is seŶt to the ViƌgiŶ MaƌǇ, aŶd he ďegiŶs the ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ 
ǁith the ŵeŵoƌaďle ǁoƌds : ͟GƌeeiŶgs, faǀouƌed oŶe! The Loƌd is ǁith Ǉou͟.   The ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ iŶishes ǁith 
MaƌǇ saǇiŶg, ͞Heƌe aŵ I, the seƌǀaŶt of the Loƌd; let it ďe ǁith ŵe aĐĐoƌdiŶg to Ǉouƌ ǁoƌd͟. 

I thiŶk theƌe is soŵethiŶg ǀeƌǇ speĐial aďout a good ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ. A good ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ is the opposite of a speeĐh 
oƌ a ŵoŶologue, iŶ ǁhiĐh oŶe speakeƌ giǀes the audieŶĐe the ďeŶeit of theiƌ oǁŶ paƌiĐulaƌ thoughts aŶd ǀieǁs. 
A good ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ is a dialogue, iŶ ǁhiĐh the paƌies listeŶ to eaĐh otheƌ aŶd leaƌŶ fƌoŵ eaĐh otheƌ, shaƌiŶg         
eǆpeƌieŶĐes aŶd alloǁiŶg the ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ to go ǁheƌe it ǁill go. 

I thiŶk ǁe ĐaŶ leaƌŶ so ŵuĐh fƌoŵ a good ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ, aŶd this is ǁhǇ ƌeĐeŶtlǇ I haǀe staƌted hosiŶg a seƌies of 
ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs aƌouŶd ChƌisiaŶitǇ. These ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶs pƌoǀide aŶ oppoƌtuŶitǇ to eǆploƌe the ƋuesioŶs aŶd      
issues ǁhiĐh ŵight ďe oĐĐupǇiŶg ouƌ ŵiŶds.  The Ŷeǆt seƌies staƌts oŶ SuŶdaǇ Ϯϲth Noǀeŵďeƌ, aŶd it ƌuŶs foƌ ϰ 
ǁeeks – Ǉou aƌe ǀeƌǇ ǁelĐoŵe to dƌop iŶ to aŶǇ oŶe of the sessioŶs, oƌ Đoŵe to all fouƌ!  TheǇ take staƌt at ϮϯϬpŵ  
at the BeŶeiĐe CeŶtƌe iŶ BleǁďuƌǇ, aŶd last aŶ houƌ. SeasoŶal ƌefƌeshŵeŶts ǁill ďe pƌoǀided – ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ oteŶ 
loǁs ďeteƌ ǁith soŵe tea aŶd Đake! Theƌe is Ŷo Ŷeed to ďook a plaĐe, aŶd eǀeƌǇoŶe is ŵost ǁelĐoŵe, ǁhateǀeƌ 
Ǉouƌ paƌiĐulaƌ ďeliefs. 

MaǇ this Chƌistŵas iŵe ďe a ƌiĐh souƌĐe of ďlessiŶg to Ǉou all.  - Fatheƌ JasoŶ 
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Our regular writing group is currently meeting in the Centre for Reflection on the first 
Thursday of every month 2 – 4pm. Please contact Margaret Gallop on 
d.margaret.gallop@gmail.com if you would like to join this group. 

The meditation group will meet in the Centre for Reflection on the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month at 11.30am.  Contact: julieireneyoung@gmail.com.  

With very best wishes from our corner of the village. 
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Name Comments Recommended by 

Builders, Decorators, Property Maintenance, Handyman   

Jamie Weatherley.  
Mobile: 07951 852690 

Landline: 01189 615234  

Jamie has recently completed both internal and external   
redecoration works at our house. This was all completed to 
his usual very high standards, he is meticulous in his work 
and the end result is excellent. He is very clean and tidy and 
takes great care in the home. He is also completely          
trustworthy.  I can recommend him without hesitation.  

Mike Hill 851149 

(20222) 
 

Computers + electronics etc   

Steǀe WiĐks, PC TeĐhŶiĐiaŶ 

Ϭϭϰϵϭ ϴϮϱϰϰϵ , Ϭϳϱϭϯ Ϯϵϳ ϱϰϳ 
ǁǁǁ.thepĐteĐhŶiĐiaŶs.Đo.uk,  
ĐoŶtaĐt  @thepĐteĐhŶiĐiaŶs.Đo.uk 

Desktop / laptop / taďlet / pƌiŶteƌ?  Pƌoďleŵs ǁith        
haƌdǁaƌe/ sotǁaƌe, e-ŵail, iŶteƌŶet, ǁi-i, oƌ peƌipheƌals?     
Steǀe ŵakes thiŶgs ǀeƌǇ siŵple aŶd stƌaighfoƌǁaƌd aŶd 
ŵaŶages Ŷot to ŵake ŵe feel like aŶ IT siŵpletoŶ!  

Chƌistopheƌ Haǁkeƌ 
ϴϱϬϱϯϰ 
Đ.haǁkeƌϰϯϯ@ďiŶteƌŶet
.Đoŵ  ;ϮϬϮϯͿ 

Domestic: Cleaners, Ironing etc      

House Cleaning 

Gabriella 07845 782906  
Gabriela has worked for several villagers and currently has 
space for another client. I can thoroughly vouch for her as 
hard working, with attention to detail and honest. 

Lizzie Thornton-Allan 

851732   
(2021) 

MagdaleŶa KosiŶska -CleaŶeƌ 
 

sjŵk@hotŵail.Đo.uk 

 

ϬϳϴϬϱϯϳϱϴϳϮ 

I ƌeallǇ ƌeĐoŵŵeŶd MagdaleŶa's ĐleaŶiŶg seƌǀiĐe. She is 
eǆĐepioŶallǇ good at ĐleaŶiŶg, foĐusiŶg oŶ detail. Reliaďle, 
leǆiďle aŶd tƌustǁoƌthǇ. I haǀe Ŷeǀeƌ had a ĐleaŶeƌ like heƌ. 
She Ŷeǀeƌ let ŵe doǁŶ 

Isaďelle DupoŶt    
isaďelledupoŶtϲϵ@ 

gŵail.Đoŵ  ;ϮϬϮϯͿ 
ϬϬϬϬ ϬϬϬ ϬϬϬϬ 

Theresa James Ironing 

07780 820754  
Theresa will pick up and deliver your ironing back within a 
couple of days.  She provides a friendly, reliable and quality 
service.  

Lizzie Thornton-Allen 

851732 

(2019) 

Electricians    

Robin Wilkinson 

Causeway Electrical Solutions Ltd. 
E-mail:  info@causewayes.co.uk 

Mob: 07802 487159 

Robin has done lots of excellent work in the churches, in the 
Village Hall and in my house. Efficient, reliable, reasonably 
priced and very competent, I have always been more than 
happy to entrust him with any electrical task or project. 

Christopher Hawker  
850534 
c.hawker433@btinternet.
com   
(2019) 

Gas & Oil     

Colin McMordie  
www.oiltec.co.uk  
colin@oiltec-services.co.uk.  
0776 654 2116, 01635 2011472  

Colin continues to provide excellent service to my oil-fired 
central heating boiler and  I find him excellent for regular 
servicing. Also diagnosing and repairing any rare  problems. 
Reliable, knowledgeable, friendly and reasonable charges. 

Edward Betts 

01235 850726  
(2019) 

Pest Control    

Shire Pest Solutions: 
office@shire-pest-solutions.co.uk  

 07709 323095 

Came out promptly and resolved a rodent issue. Friendly 
and good value. 

Joanna Hart 
01235 850517 

(2019) 

Recommended Tradespersons 

If you have a personal recommendation, send it to editorastonsnews@gmail.com 

Recommended Tradesmen Advice: You are advised to contact the recommender before you employ the         
tradesperson, especially if the last recommendation is several years old. Tradespersons are kept on the list for three 
years, after which they are removed, so they need a new recommendation iŶ oƌdeƌ to staǇ oŶ the list ateƌ that iŵe. 
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Asylum Welcome 

Asylum Welcome is always looking for more donated bikes for men, women and children. We can only accept 
donated bikes if they are in reasonable working (rideable) condition – gears and brakes fully functioning, needing 
no more than lubrication, adjustment or very minor repairs.. We currently accept bikes by appointment only. 
Please contact Nasser, our Bike Project Coordinator, or Mark and Tino, our Bike Project volunteers 
at bike@asylum-welcome.org 

 

Many thanks for the bikes already donated. Appreciation is so positive; they really do help clients at Asylum   
Welcome who can't afford public transport. 
I go in to Asylum Welcome on Wednesdays and am happy to take in any bikes that have been accepted by AW 
 

Tessa Mayhew, tessamayhew@btinternet.com.   

Pets  

FORWARD FOCUS 

Veterinary Physiotherapy 

Hands-on complementary therapy 
for dogs, cats and horses 

Alison Pearce 07989 396 369 

Alisonpearcevetphys-
io@gmail.com  
forwardfocusvetphysio.co.uk 

Jo Tidmarsh recommended Alison because our dog 
Amber had become painfully lame. Alison is very calm 
and gentle, but gives owners huge confidence in her 
abilities.  She will continue with maintenance visits 
every few months. We couldn’t be more pleased.  It 
has been worth every penny. (Veterinary consent is 
required before Alison can treat an animal.) 

Biddy & Christopher 
Hawker 
01235 850534 

(2020) 

Plasterer  

mitchpurvisplastering@yahoo.co.uk 

0756 3079829 

Mitch Purvis 

We have used Mitch for many years for our various          
plastering/rendering requirements. 
He is fast; efficient; tidy and cost effective. 
Highly recommended. 

 Tim Millin 

 01235 850207 

0770 6663631 

middlefell@ic24.net 
(2020) 

Plumbing and Heating Engineers   

Adam 

AA Plumbing Services,   
Tel: 01235 812971,  
mob: 07763221257;  
www.aadplumbingservices.co.uk 

Adam is a tidy fast worker with excellent results at a        
reasonable charge. He offers free estimates with no call out 
charge and covers anything from a simple leak to a complete 
bathroom installation, including associated electrics and 
tiling. A very experienced expert who has done many jobs 
for me over the last few years. 
Adaŵ Đaŵe ƌeplaĐe the theƌŵostat iŶ ouƌ iŵŵeƌsioŶ 
heateƌ. EǆĐelleŶt seƌǀiĐe! 

Edward Betts  
01235 850726 

(2019) 
 

 

 

Penelope Curtis  
01235 850794 

(2023) 

KWC Heating Services Ltd 

www.kwc-heating.co.uk 

contact@kwc-heating.co.uk  

01235 537389 

Michael Clarke is a first-class heating engineer who I have 
used for many years (and his father before him) 

Professional Engineer with many years’ experience in all 
types of boiler/central heating/plumbing/under floor heating 
etc. Cost effective and very tidy. Gas Safe certified 

Highly recommended 

Tim Millin  

 01235 850207 

0770 6663631 

middlefell@ic24.net 

 (2020) 

Seamstress   

Sophie Moƌƌis  
Moďile:Ϭϳϳϲϱ ϯϱϱϮϭϳ 

LaŶdliŶe ϬϭϮϯϱ ϴϭϱϯϭϲ. 

Sophie has doŶe a Ŷuŵďeƌ of alteƌaioŶs foƌ ŵe of 
dƌesses, jaĐkets aŶd a Đoat ďeauifullǇ . She has ŵade 
Đlothes aŶd doŶe alteƌaioŶs foƌ a Ŷuŵďeƌ of otheƌs iŶ 
the ǀillage. She is a foƌŵeƌ AŶŶaďeliŶda seaŵstƌess 
ďased iŶ DidĐot. A ƌeallǇ loǀelǇ aŶd helpful ladǇ. HighlǇ 
ƌeĐoŵŵeŶded. 

KathaƌiŶe Veƌƌill  
kŵǀƌƌll@gŵail.Đoŵ 

;ϮϬϮϯͿ 

 

Recommended Tradespersons Continued 



 See: AstoŶsoŶliŶe, theastoŶs.Ŷet, faĐeďook, X                                 ϯϱ                                            AstoŶs Neǁs DeĐeŵďeƌ ϮϬϮϯ Issue ϱϵϲ 

)aƌa ButĐheƌ ;ϭϲͿ 
 

Aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg iŶ the eǀeŶiŶg 

Liǀes iŶ the AstoŶs 

 

ϬϳϯϳϳϭϭϱϬϵϯ 

Jaŵes Haƌt ;ϭϲͿ 
Aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg  

ǁeekeŶds  
aŶd sĐhool holidaǇs. 
Hoŵe ϬϭϮϯϱϴϱϬϱϭϳ 

Moďile ϬϳϰϴϱϮϴϰϳϴϰ 

Claiƌe BelĐheƌ ;ϯϴͿ 
 

EǆpeƌieŶĐed ŵotheƌ of tǁo ďoǇs, ǁith    
pƌeǀious Đaƌe aŶd ďaďǇsiteƌ eǆpeƌieŶĐe. 
Aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg, eǀeŶiŶgs aŶd 
ǁeekeŶds. RefeƌeŶĐes aǀailaďle. WeekdaǇ 
eǀeŶiŶgs £ϴphƌ, WeekeŶd eǀeŶiŶgs £ϭϬphƌ. 

Ϭϳϱϲϴ ϰϳϳ ϱϵϵ 

Roselle IsaaĐ ;ϭϱͿ 
Aǀailaďle foƌ: BaďǇsiiŶg 

Pet Đaƌe/pet-siiŶg 

ǁeekeŶds, eǀeŶiŶgs aŶd sĐhool holidaǇs   
Liǀes iŶ the AstoŶs 

Please ĐoŶtaĐt: ϬϳϳϱϭϭϵϱϰϯϮ 

Eǀe LaŶĐasteƌ ;ϭϱͿ 
 

Aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg 

at ǁeekeŶds, eǀeŶiŶgs 

aŶd duƌiŶg sĐhool holidaǇs. 
 

Moďile: ϬϳϵϲϮ ϭϴϮϴϰϰ  

Oliǀia MĐCaƌthǇ 

ϭϴ Ǉeaƌs old 

Aǀailaďle to ďaďǇsit 
Liǀes iŶ AstoŶ Tiƌƌold 

 

Ϭϳϱϰϰ ϭϬϵ ϱϬϰ 

LuĐǇ ValliŶgs 

Age ϭϱ 

Aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg aŶd pet Đaƌe  
;ǁeekeŶds aŶd sĐhool holidaǇsͿ. 

Ϭϳϱϲϴ ϲϮϵϵϲϯ 

ϬϭϮϯϱ ϴϱϬϲϱϵ 

Feliǆ DiaŵoŶd 

 Aged ϭϲ  
 Liǀes iŶ the AstoŶs 

 Is aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg duies 

 

PhoŶe Ϭϳϱϱϯ ϳϲϯ ϵϴϬ.  

Loie Haƌt ;ϭϱͿ 
Aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg  

ǁeekeŶds  
aŶd sĐhool holidaǇs. 
Hoŵe ϬϭϮϯϱϴϱϬϱϭϳ 

Moďile ϬϳϰϴϰϮϵϱϯϮϯ 

 Saŵ FeƌgusoŶ ;ϭϴͿ PhoŶe ϬϳϱϱϱϱϰϵϮϬϭ 

Aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg oƌ pet siiŶg ǁeek-
eŶds, eǀeŶiŶgs aŶd sĐhool holidaǇs. 
Liǀes iŶ the AstoŶs 

 

Kaie FeƌgusoŶ ;ϭϲͿ PhoŶe : ϬϳϱϮϯϭϳϴϬϳϲ  
Aǀailaďle foƌ ďaďǇsiiŶg oƌ pet Đaƌe ǁeek-
eŶds, eǀeŶiŶgs aŶd sĐhool holidaǇs. 
Liǀes iŶ the AstoŶs 

PLEASE NOTE: PARENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THEIR CHILD’S WELFARE  AT ALL TIMES 

WHEN  EMPLOYING A BABY SITTER 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES AND POLICE INFORMATION  

CRIME STOPPERS 

Anonymously pass on information about crime to the Crimestoppers 24:7 hotline 0800 555 111  

Crimestoppers is a charity and not part of the police.  

Thames Valley Alert, contacts  
Email emma.wilkes@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk, or  phone  07800 702188 (on duty only). Non emergency calls 
quote my shoulder number C9976. ‘Community Messaging’ provides information about crime and police activity in 
your area via phone or email. Visit our website,  where you can sign up: http://
www.tvpcommunitymessaging.org/rmwebportal/startup.aspx 

Countywide Dial a Ride Service for the disabled & mobility impaired 

 0845 3101111 http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/oxfordshire-dial-ride#routes  

Reporting Potholes in the Astons 

Report  potholes and other hazards on the roads in Aston Tirrold and Aston Upthorpe to:  

www.potholes.co.uk  and  www.fixmystreet.com 

Nuisance phone calls:  To register your number with the telephone preference service to help prevent 
the receipt of live unsolicited sales and marketing calls, phone 0800 398 893 or go to www.tpsonline.org.uk. It 
will not stop computer generated calls or calls that are not sales and  marketing related.  

Fly-Tipping– How to report it: 

 

Go to southoxon.gov.uk, then click on ‘services and advice’  and  type ‘fly-tipping’ into the search box; 

click ‘Fly-tipping’ when it appears  & fill in the ‘report fly-tipping online’ form, or phone  03000 610 610 

Cineworld Didcot:- - - - - -0871 200 2000, cineworld.co.uk didcot,  

Cornerstone Arts Centre: 01235 515 144, cornerstone-arts.org  

The Corn Exchange: - - - -01491 825 000, Www.cornexchange.org.uk/boxoffice 

DEFIBRILLATOR SITES: VILLAGE HALL Caƌ paƌk [outside liďƌaƌǇ ƌooŵ] &         
PAVILION at The REC.  RiŶg ϵϵϵ to get aŶ aĐĐess Đode to opeŶ the ĐaďiŶet dooƌ.  

Thames Valley Police Team for the Astons area 

Your Neighbourhood Policing Team consists of Inspector Mark Harling, Sergeant Fraser Weller, PC Bob       
McIntyre, PC Simone O’Dell, PCSO Sue Harris, PCSO Marie Davenport, PCSO Sarah Jones, PCSO Tarran Golby 
& PCSO Clare Beale.  

Reporting Rural Crime 

If you become a victim of rural crime or suspect that a crime has taken place, you should report it to police by     
calling the non-emergency number, 101. If an incident is in progress, or there is an immediate threat to life, you 
should call 999. 
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Village Representative Organisations & Village InformatioŶ 

Astons Recreation Committee (ARC)  
(ARC is a sub-committee of the Parish Councils)  
Gavin Wood                                                07932257676 

Jo Walshe (Treasurer) 850502 

Joanna Hart  850517 

Luci D-P (Bookings)             astonspavilion@gmail.com 

Nigel Hawkey                                             07748704151  
Amberley Diamond                                    07771995906 

Ben Prior 
Pavilion key holders: Luci, Joanna 

AT & AU Parish Councillors  

Jane Imbush   (Chair)  and H&D                07739 644064   
Simon Young (Vice-chair) & Housing and Development                          

07934 401377                         

Joanna Hart   (ARC) 850517 

Peter Butcher (Footpaths)                           07956 976159 

Henry Weeks (Broadband)                         07977 578479 

Neil Carter (Broadband)                             07932 748110 

Jane Barr Knight (Roads & Traffic)           07968 300282   
Nigel Hawkey (ARC)                                 07748 704151 

Village Clubs & Organisations 

APAC                    Emma Machin                       07840 862946   

Astons Café           Margaret Morant   07899 748209      

                               Louise Binder       07713 314662 851433 

Astons Outdoors    Naomi Simmonds  
                               Louise Binder 

859218 

851433 

Church Cleaning   Biddy Hawker  850534 

Church Flowers     Penelope Curtis 850794 

Cricket Club         Ralph Smith                       07340 346511 

Downs Rescue 0911911 

Football         Adam Griffiths  

Book Club         Sarah Dalton: daltoŶ_faŵilǇ@hotŵail.Đoŵ  
Astons History Project       Jan Smith 850775 

Community speed watch                  bob_picken@hotmail.com     

07787 567261  

Pavilion Hire          Luci  D-P     astonspavilion@gmail.com             
South Moreton Pre-School   819647 

Thaŵes ValleǇ Aleƌt      Tirrold: Steve Morant    07561 315882   

                                       Upthorpe: Ian Clark  850103 

Toddlers’ Group     Georgie   astonstoddlersgroup@gmail.com         
Astons enews team: astonsenews@gmail.com 

Facebook team: Kathryn.hawkey@gmail.com  or 
Luci.didricksen@hotmail.co.uk  
theAstons.net website team : webmaster@theastons.net  
Bruno Brunskill, Anna Dillon, Jan Smith, Jeremy Imbush 

Agencies and Emergency numbers 

Citizens Advice Bureau                           0344 411 1444 

Didcot Volunteer Centre 816709 

NHS non-emergency number 111 

Police: non urgent calls 101 

Police crime stoppers                                 0800 555 111 

Power Cuts 105 

Thames Water                                          0800 316 9800 

CLP Groups 

Roads and Traffic:- Jane Barr Knight        07968 300282   
Housing and Development :– Simon Young:   
youngastonspc@gmail.com                       07934 401377 

Environment Group – 

Anna Dillon dillon.anna@gmail.com      

Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
Tiŵ Lake ;Chaiƌ aŶd ChuƌĐhǁaƌdeŶͿ                       ϴϱϬϰϲϴ 

AŵaŶda le CoŶte ;ChuƌĐhǁaƌdeŶͿ                          ϴϱϭϱϰϲ 

Chƌistopheƌ Haǁkeƌ           ϴϱϬϱϯϰ 

Geoƌge Cuƌis ;DeaŶeƌǇ SǇŶod RepͿ                   ϴϱϬϳϵϰ  
BiddǇ Haǁkeƌ ;SeĐƌetaƌǇͿ                               ϴϱϬϱϯϰ 

Mike Hill ;TƌeasuƌeƌͿ                       ϴϱϭϭϰϵ  
JoaŶŶa Haƌt                                       ϴϱϬϱϭϳ 

Eŵail                          iƌƌoldupthoƌpeĐhuƌĐh@gŵail.Đoŵ  

AstoŶs Village Hall Post oiĐe  
TuesdaǇs ϭϬ.ϬϬ-ϭϮŶooŶ 

[PaŶgďouƌŶe Post OiĐe: Ϭϭϭϴϵ ϴϰϮϮϵϰ] 
BleǁďuƌǇ Post OiĐe: CHANGED HOURS:  
MoŶdaǇs, WedŶesdaǇs aŶd ThuƌsdaǇs: ϵaŵ to ϯpŵ 

TuesdaǇs aŶd FƌidaǇs ; ϴ.ϯϬ to ŶooŶ & Ϯ.ϯϬ to ϱpŵ 

CholseǇ Post oiĐe ;iŶside TesĐoͿ  
ϲa.ŵ.-ϭϬ.ϬϬpŵ  
East HagďouƌŶe Post OiĐe  
MoŶ-Fƌi  ϵaŵ -ϭϮ.ϯϬpŵ.  

Village Hall Management Committee  

Chris Coupland (Chair)                              07801 715439                                             
Mike Hill (Treasurer)   851149 

Debbie Coates (Bookings)               before 9pm  

or email: astons.vhbooking@gmail.com 

850238 

Margaret Morant (Astons Café) 850895 

Louise Binder  (Astons Outdoors) 851433 

Greg Locke 850463  
Nicole West                                              07939   265555 
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ASTONS NEWS CHRISTMAS QUIZ. A bottle of fizz + box of chocs to the winners 

Deadline to receive entries is January 15th. See p2 to send by email or by hand. Tie break if scores are level. 
 

Christmas Time Questions: 
1) In "Love Actually", who plays the British Prime Minister? 

2) Which singer had a festive hit with the song "Last Christmas"? 

3) Wallace has a particular fondness for which type of cheese, often mentioned during Christmas specials? 

4) What is the name of the market where Del Boy and Rodney Trotter often sell their goods? 

5) Which British actor played the role of Ebenezer Scrooge in "The Muppet Christmas Carol"?  

6) The Pogues released a Christmas song featuring Kirsty MacColl. What's the name of the song? 

7) "The Snowman" features a song performed when the snowman and the boy fly together. What is the title? 

8) Which alien race, known for saying "Delete!", prominently featured in a Doctor Who Christmas special? 

9) In "The Vicar of Dibley", who played the vicar, Geraldine Granger,   
10) Which British actor stars in the 1951 film adaptation of "Scrooge"? 

11) Which festive food is traditionally eaten at the end of Christmas dinner? 

12) What is the title of the comedic Christmas song by Benny Hill that describes a festive chase scene? 

13) Who plays the main character, Ebenezer Blackadder in "Blackadder's Christmas Carol".  
14) In "Gavin & Stacey", who is obsessed with Christmas and often goes overboard with the festivities? 

15) Which series, set in a department store, had an episode where the staff camped out in the store overnight? 

16) Which British actor narrated the 1982 Christmas animation "The Snowman"?  
17) A British animated film adaptation of Raymond Briggs' children's book, is simply named after which figure? 

18) "It's Christmaaaas!"?  Is a line from which 1970’s Christmas hit? 

19) Which event, involving Lady Mary Crawley, in Downton Abbey, occurred in the 2012 Christmas episode? 

20) EastEnders, 1986, which character famously served his wife divorce papers as a Christmas "gift"? 

21) In the world of British pantomime, who often exclaims, "He's behind you!"? 

Films 

1) Who played the lead role in the 2001 film "A Beautiful Mind"? 

2) What 2002 film directed by Steven Spielberg portrays the life of Frank Abagnale Jr.? 

3) Which 2003 film features Johnny Depp as Captain Jack Sparrow? 

4) In the movie "Lost in Translation" (2003), where is the main setting? 

5) Who directed the 2004 superhero film "Spider-Man 2"? 

6) What 2005 film tells the story of a group of friends who go on a road trip to California's wine country? 

7) In the film "The Departed" (2006), who plays the character Billy Costigan? 

ϴ) Who won the Academy Award for Best Director for the film "Slumdog Millionaire" (2008)? 

9) In "Avatar" (2009), what is the name of the fictional moon inhabited by the Na'vi? 

10) Who portrayed the character Gollum in "The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers" (2002)? 

4 Teens 

1) "What A Man Gotta Do" is a January 2020 single from which American group? 

2) Which Justin Bieber track opens with the line "Say the word, on my way..."? 

3) With which Cuban singer did Shawn Mendes team up with on the track "Señorita"? 

4) For which video does Duo Lipa dance through a coloured section; red, yellow, blue, green and rainbow? 

5) Which American sings "My last made me feel like I would never try again"? 

6) In the video for "You Should Be Sad", which singer visits an underground Country and Western nightclub? 

7) 'Rare' is the third album from which American star? 

8) "Alone, Pt. II" is a track from DJ Alan Walker and which American artist? 

9) Which singer-songwriter had a 2019 hit with 'Someone You Loved'? 

10) Which 2019 hit contains the lyrics 'I got the horses in the back / Horse tack is attached / Hat is matte black…’ 
True or False 

1) True or False: The Earth has only one natural satellite, the Moon. 
2) True or False: George Washington was the first President of the United States. 
3) True or False: The Great Wall of China is visible from space. 
4) True or False: The Eiffel Tower is taller in the summer. 
ϱ) True or False: The human body has 206 bones at birth. 
6) True or False: The Amazon River is the longest river in the world. 
7) True or False: The Statue of Liberty was a gift from France to the United States. 
8) True or False: Goldfish have a three-second memory. 
9) True or False: Pete Way was born from a dragon’s egg 

10 True or False: It is more expensive to live in Aston Upthorpe than Aston Tirrold 

Christmas meaning: Just to remind us all why we are here... 
ϭͿ Which musician said that his band was “more popular than Jesus now”?  
2) Where in the Bible do we read about the Birth of Jesus?  

3) Who was Mary’s cousin? 

4) What gift from the Wise Men was a symbol of royalty?  

5) Who was present at Jesus’ birth? 

6) Mary had other children after Jesus. True or False? 

7) In the Bible, Jesus is referred to by four other names. What are they? 


