\ Astons Cafe ~

“CHRISTHAS
BAZAAR »

Craft Stalls
® Seasonal Foods

\( * ' Refreshments

Tuesday 5th December
6pm - 8.30pm
At Aston Tirrold & Upthorpe
Village Hall

FREE ENTRY

But please support our Raffle
in aid of Village Hall funds &
Dementia UK

Offers of raffle prizes are very welcome

Contact Margaret
margmorant@gmail.com



< Anna Dillon Artist Books, calendars & cards

¢ Ruth & Libby Welch Bunting, decorations,
gift labels & candles

+r The Pine in the Valley Handmade
eco silver jewellery

+r Bethan Lily Knit Modern knitted
homewares & accessories

vr The Potters Wheel Emily’s
stunning ceramics

< Ray of Soap Handmade vegan soaps
& more

¢ Cocobolo Brownies Award-winning
artisan brownies

+r Bill's Workshop Unique metalwork &
woodwork

v Mark Wood Local artist

+ Gail Jackson Ceramics, bird tables
& decorations

¢ Denes Marffy Woodturner

4 Sweet Daisy Sweets and treats




ASTONS NEWS

Part of the Comms information group: Don’t forget to enjoy
Astonsenews % the ASTONS NEWS
theastons.net CHRISTMAS QUIZ
The Astons Villagers Facebook Community A bottle of fizz + box of chocolates to

. the winner! It’s on the back page.
Astonsonline

Twitter (X) December 2023 issue 596

WHAT’S ON IN DECEMBER

DEC BINS: G+B: 14,30 GREY: 7,21 JAN BINS: G+B: 12,25 GREY: 6,18
ARTICLES LIST Page 3 ADVERTISERS’ INDEX Page 5

Weekly Events
Day Time Event Location Page
Mto F various various classes Village Hall 17
Mon  9pm Football (1 hour) Wallingford. Sports Centre. Over 16’s 37
Tues  10-00-12.00  Astons Café Village Hall 15

«“ 10.00-12.00  Post Office « 15
Tues  10.00-12.00  Free Superfast Internet Access “ 17
Fri 9.30am-11.30 Toddler Group (Term time only) Centre for Reflection 18
Events in December
1-24 * ok ok Advent Windows/Treasure Hunt Around the Astons 9
2 S5pm 3rd Friday men’s Christmas outing Goring 7
5 10.30am Astons Online webinar Online 9,19
5 6.30pm Christmas Bazaar Village Hall cover
12 10-12 Astons Online in person (by appt only) Village Hall 9,19
12 7pm-9pm Table c-piece & wreath workshop Village Hall 13
17 4.00pm Carol Service St. Michael’s Church 30
24 3pm/10pm Crib service/ ‘Midnight’ Mass St. Michael’s/All Saints’ 30
24 6.00pm Candle-lit Carol Service + refreshments URC 32
25 10.30am Parish Eucharist St. Michael’s Church 30
27 HokE Chequers closed until 12:00 10th Jan  Festive opening times too 4
Events in January
9 10.30 Astons Online webinar online 9,19
16 10-12 In person Village Hall 9,19
25 Eve Ladies’ Book Club TBC 7
31 Tpm-8.15pm  Wildlife talk Village Hall 13

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 1 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



“Oxfordshire’s award winning local
independent garage”

T: 01235 850707

Scotlands Ash Garage is a family-run business that thrives on its
reputation for excellent service, honesty and transparency. We've
been serving local motorists in Didcot & South Oxfordshire for over 30
years...

We offer a wide range of services:

@ MOT (available from 6am by appointment)

@ Vehicle servicing on all makes and models

® General repairs on all makes and models

@ Tyre Fitting @ TerraClean Engine Clean @ Air-con check & re-gas

® Paint / Bodywork @ Batteries @ Tyres @ Complimentary Courtesy Car
® 24hr Booking Facility through website

We also have an air-conditioned waiting room with complimentary
internet access, drinks and TV,

TER i;r_{n'l'eﬁsuw.
AN

" #RMI

Follow us on
Facebook &
Twitter

Scotlands Ash Garage, Main Street, West
Haghourne, OX11 ONA T: 01235 850707
E: enquiries@scotlandsashgarage.co.uk

www.scotlandsashgarage.co.uk

wisa &

Did you know? You have the right to repair & service your car at an
independent garage and it will not invalidate your warranty

SCOTLANDSASH
GARAGE

4
CHEQUERS °
GARAGE

Fullers Road, Aston Tirroid Oxfordshire OX11
matt@chequersgarage . demon.co.uk
www.cheguersgarage.com

Good Garage Schame &

9EN

At Chequers Garage we look affer our customers
as well as their cars. That's why we have courfesy
cars, offer local collection and delivery and every
cor is washed before it is

refumed - nof only

will your car run

well, it will look

- '“J}.G" W

/
/Imn‘r\‘_
[T TYRES,
CALL 01235 850347

RISERVICE
% AIR<CON

All asspects of eating, plumking and gos work undertaken

Fully qualifead arnd irdured

Tom Houseman
Heating and Piumbing

afpebay 5-\‘:"-1L'il'-l;|. monlenarces ored relalalore

=Chiernigy seitasing ond waod Bumer inshalalions

sBathroom dengn ond iretalkoton
sUnder ko heafing

“Wirlee soltarsn

stmaler jobs (lops 1odefy, showen afch

Tel: 0791 773 3492

wwww lomhossmonheatngandpumbing.co.uk

Aston Building & Conservation Ltd

Restoring the Past

Building the Future 8 CD,.-;,

o
<
=

(n2]

e

¥ .

g;-."-.

b

T: 01235 851521
E: info@astonbuilding.com

www.astonbuilding.com

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X
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PAGE ARTICLES

Front Christmas Bazaar

Obverse  Christmas Bazaar

1 What’s on at a glance

3 Articles, Allen’s Peace-progress report, Copy deadline

5 Advertisers’ Index, Advertising rates

7 Editorial, Christmas eve service at the URC, Astons’ Bus timetable
9 Astons Advent windows/ Festive Treasure Hunt, Book Club

11 Jennie’s Children’s Trust fund-raising dinner, Remembrance Day Thanks
13 Astons Outdoors

15 Astons Café

16 SM Primary School

17 Village Hall

18 SM Pre-school, Astons Toddler Group

19 Astonsonline

21 Pavilion

22 Astons Community Speed-watch Team, Didcot U3A

23 Astonsenews, Astons villagers Facebook community (AVFC

24 David Johnson MP, Blewshed, Cholsey repair shop

25 Parish Council minutes, Parish Council Vacancy

26,27 Astons History Project
28,29 Astons Kids & Astons Teens
30, 31 Church news, Churn Climate Change Action Group, Rectors Reflections

32 United Reform Church services, and Centre for Reflection, Christmas eve Candle-lit service
33,34 Recommended tradesmen, bicycles for asylum seekers

35 Babysitting, Village adverts

36 Community Services and Police Information

37 Village contacts & information

38 CHRISTMAS QUIZ-PRIZES TO BE WON

Allen’s Peace

I would like thank all those who were able to attend the talk and walk of Allen’s Peace on Friday 3rd of November.
It was good to chat over tea and cakes and exchange views. Some interesting links came up, with our local
neighbours in the Blewbury Chalk Stream group and others. We hope to build on the native species backbone
planting we have already established this year and develop the lower shrub layer plus wildflower meadow in 2024.
My aim is to create as much biodiversity as possible to support varied and sustainable wildlife on site.

Thank you for your support, Barbara Allen

DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY EDITION IS JANUARY 25th

SEND COPY TO: editorastonsnews@gmail.com*

(*Send in Microsoft ‘ WORD’ main text in font size 11, or as a PDF)
OR in writing to: Astons News, The Barn, Baker Street, Aston Tirrold Oxon OX11 9DD

Editor: Jeremy Imbush. Treasurer: Marcus Holburn

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 3 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596
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Bar a Vin y

We will be closed after lunch on the 24th
December, re-opening on the 4th January

We offer

food and wine

for collection from
Le Clos

To make a reservation, or for more
information, please call us on

01491 598 151

MIDDLE FELL
BED AND BREAKFAST

Studio/single with beautiful views
Of the Stud Farm

Private access

Cottage/Double room with private lounge
Private access

Continental Breakfast included
Wireless Internet
TIM & CHRISTINE MILLIN
MIDDLE FELL, MORETON ROAD
ASTON UPTHORPE, OXON, OX11 9ER
01235 850207
middlefell@ic24.net

www.middlefell.co.uk

Oljvier

Christmas opening times

Christmas Eve - Lunch and dinner

Christmas Day - Lunch only

Boxing Day - Lunch only

We will then close for a fortnight and will reopen
on Wednesday 10th January at midday .

Food orders Opening hours

Weds - Sat Weds - Sat
12.00 - 14.00 12.00 - 15.00
18.30-21.00 18.00 - 23.00
Sun Sun

12.00 - 14.30 12.00-17.00

For reservations please contact us via
phone: 01235 850 800
Email: info@olivieratthechequers.co.uk

THE RED LION
BLEWBURY

_.' .-'-'- .'\....I
e 4 i ]
fig £ 'F--‘ ﬂ “ et
.-"‘,-,L.-.. - |
L |
LA T

Opening Hours.

Wed/Thur from 5pm
Fri/Sat/Sun from 12 noon

Kitchen Hours
Thur 5-9pm
Fri & Sat 12 noon-9pm
Sun 12 noon-4pm

Tel: 01235 850 403
bookings@theredlionblewbury.co.uk

www.theredlionblewbury.co.uk s
g

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X
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ADVERTISERS INDEX

Also see Recommended Tradesmen on pages 38,39

Accommodation page Home & Office Services cont’d page
Middle Fell B&B 4 Jackie's Care 8
Art Liz Hart Interior Decorator 12
Anna Dillon 6 Pauline’s Personnel 6
Peter Lancaster Framing 6 Maths Tutoring from Jane Barr-Knight 14
Body & Fitness Horticulture
Caroline Kinash Physiotherapy and pilates 20 Apple garden services 14
Clippers hairdressing 8 First Class Tree services 12
Grace and Gravity— Yoga and wellness 10 James Brown Garden machinery repairs etc 18
Luminate -Wellness 10 Jazz & J garden services + handyman 18
Principal Pilates 8 Milton Garden Machinery 16
Sweet Lavender Facial & Beauty Treatments 8 Mossinator roof cleaning service 14
Children: N. Drum Landscaping 12
Babysitting 40 Wild to Wonderful garden services 12
Food + Wine Pet Services

Creative Catering 6 Astons Pet Services 20
Le Clos Wine Bar 4 Grooming Marvellous dog grooming 20
Olivier at The Chequers 4 Vet-Larkmead 20

Red Lion, Blewbury 4 Trades etc
Sweet Daisy Horse Box 18 Astons Building & Conservation 2
Garage Services CPPM Locksmith 16
Chequers Garage 2 Didcot Plant Hire 16
Scotlands Ash Garage 2 Howard Chadwick Funeral Service 20
Home & Office Services Tom Houseman Plumbing 2

Mortimer Burnett Chartered Accountants etc 14

ASTONS NEWS Advertising Rates 2023 (Community Adverts are free)

Please note that there are no issues in
January or August

ASTONS NEWS Advertising Rates 2023

Advert size 10 issues 5 issues 1 issue To place an advert
1/8 page (65x90mm) £50 £35 £15

1/4 page (130x90mm) €75 £45 £90 or for further information
1/2 page (130x180mm) £140 £80 £30 please contact:

A4 page (260x180mm) fpoa fpoa £40

Loose inserts (Flyers) £25 Jeremy Imbush

Community adverts & flyers free

editorastonsnews@gmail.com

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 5 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



ALLEVENT CATERING
WEDDINGS,WAKES,GARDENPARTIES,BUSINESSLUNCHES &

PIGROASTS Moulsford 01235 850342

SHEILA 07743368373

MODERN

-my

REFRESHING

Lancaster Framing

21 Moreton Road

Pﬁa LanGSte GCF Aston Tirrold
LOCAL LAN DSCAPE ARTIST Guild Commended Framer 07962 055 717
Qriginal Ol and WaterColour Paintings, Signed Limited-Editicn Prints
and Grestings Cards are available in vanous sizes at affordable pnoss )
annadillon.com PAULINE’S PERSONNEL

All grades permanent and temporary office staff
provided (other types of staff by arrangement)
Confidential correspondence, typing/word processing
service, plus theses, reports, mail shots manuscripts etc.
Tapes transcribed. Fax and photocopying service.
General Book-keeping, Wages, VAT & PAYE returns.

31 New Road, East Hagbourne, Didcot, OX11 9JX

Tel: 01235 812067 Fax: 01235 811 480

pauline@paulinespersonnel.freeserve.co.uk

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 6 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



Editorial: The Astons News Prize Christmas Quiz: it’s on the back page.

Firstly, congratulations to the ARC bonfire team, helpers, and sponsors Peter and Ruth Welch of Scotlands Ash
Garage, for providing us all with such a great evening; top food & drink at bargain prices, and an astonishing
firework display, devised and conducted by young Richard Cox. All this takes a huge effort from volunteers- more
of which in the next issue in February.

The village did extraordinary well in private firework show discipline. I’'m sure that the many private and
commercial animal owners in the village were very pleased and grateful that such concern and respects was shown
by the community.

Light discipline has also been good, and long may it continue; I can just make out the JWST telescope on a good
dark night...Obviously, there will be a modified code during the Astons version of Diwali, where there will be some
fabulous Christmas light shows around the village. My neighbour in Baker Street is a keen fan, and is always
encouraging me to add festive scenes, so I shall oblige him with some new additions.

Important events: The Christmas Bazaar at the VH on 5th (see front covers). The Carols on 17th and Crib on
24th services (p30) draw the strands of the village community together, showing that even in an increasingly secular
society, the Church is still at the heart of the village. For the many newly-arrived villagers, even if you are not
overtly religious, these are the perfect occasions way to become part of village life. The Carols Around the Village
will take place this year (date TBC), so read your astonsenews messages and look on the village facebook page.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our many readers, from myself and the Lady Mayoress.

Carols by Candlelight

on Christmas Eve at 6pm at the United Reformed Church, Spring Lane. Raising funds for Home Start, South Oxon.
Festive drinks and mince pies afterwards. We will also have a live zoom link for anyone in the village that wants to be there

but can’t attend in person.

Buses for the Astons

Here is the current timetable. The 94 route serves East Hagbourne, Blewbury and Upton, and a new 94A route
serving East Hagbourne, West Hagbourne, Upton, Blewbury, The Astons and the Moretons before returning to
Didcot. Chilton/Harwell Campus will no longer be served by these services. The timetable will be posted on the

Astons web site when available. Please note that the service runs anti-clockwise only.

94, 94A ROUTE MAP
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SWEET LAVENDER

BESPOKE FACIALS & BEAUTY TREATMENTS
BY
STEPFHAMIE BOUET

CLIPPERS )%

UNISEX HAIRDRESSER
07747 033383 s Gt e o A 0 s
AFFORDABLE L womo
FAMILY HAIRCUTS ...

COMBRMNG ACUPRESSURE & TRADITIONAL MASSAGE

SWEDISH MASSAGE
SPRAY TANNING

OPENING TIMES

Monday 8.30am-17.30 pm EwEﬁ:;ﬁf::TEmm

Tuesday 8.30am-17.30 pm
Wednesday 8.30am-17.30pm
Thursday 8.30am-19.30 pm

0PI GEL COLDUR MARICURES & FEDICURES

WAZXING & ELECTROLYSE

. Friday 8.30am-17.30 pm
\ Saturday 7.30am-17.00 pm GIFT VOUCHERS

I THE CROFT  ASTOM TIRROLD  C0011 SO0
01235 851 B33 stephamis.swestlaveanden@gmall com 07766 053263

WWWSWEETLAVERNDER.COUK

rincipal

SMALL GROUPS & 1-1

principalpilates.com
carolinehunt@btinternet.com
07758 814578

PILATES CLASSES in E. Hagbourne

DO YOU WANT TO
BOOST YOUR BUSINESS PROFILE?

DO YOU WANT TO
INCREASE YOUR REVENUE?

IF SO,
ADVERTISE HERE.
SEE PAGE 3
FOR FULL DETAILS

JACKIE'S CARE

Private carer available for work.l
Service provided to the elderly
Learning disabilities, children with PMLD
Personal care
Companionship
Light domestic
Help with Pets
Cooking
Medication administration
Hours of work 8am to 6pm
Monday to Friday or occasional weekends
Night duty available on request
Rates of pay £18- 20 per hour,
depending on the level of care provided
Contact mob 07712455093

Email jackiefideria@yahoo.com.

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X
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ASTON’S ADVENT WINDOWS/
FESTIVE TREASURE HUNT
IS ON ITS WAY!

From 1% December up until Christmas Eve, 24 kind volunteers have each agreed to create and illuminate a
magical, festive window display. Each window will be lit from dusk until 10pm every evening from their given
date until the end of 2023 and will display a number. Once ‘opened’ that house will continue to light up every
evening....some will be easier to spot than others. There is one that is particularly well tucked away!

Treat yourselves by wondering around the village to see if you can find them. Day by day, more and more
windows will be on show for you, your kids, your family and friends to marvel at. A map of all the houses will be
available to view on the Astons website and at the Crib Service at St Michael’s Church from Christmas Eve.

Please do not enter anyone’s garden or driveway to look at the displays — the houses have been specifically
chosen for their visibility from the road.

If you enjoy this new bit of festive cheer, and would like to make a donation, please
scan the QR code. The money will be equally split between the PCC and OxPAT.org
(The money they receive is distributed to organisations

providing shelter, food, day centres, clothing, advice and medical care to people in
need in Oxford). The QR code will take you to the PCC donations page. Once all the

donations have been received, they will give 50% to OxPat. If you would like to read

OxPat’s response to our donation from last year, please go to their website

www.oxpat.org/news

For more information (or to be added to the list for Christmas 2024), please contact Amberley Diamond
(amberleyjones@hotmail.com 07771995906)

Book Group

Our last meeting for the year is on Thursday 14th December at 7.30pm. We will be discussing The Secret History
by Donna Tart and enjoying some Christmas cheer. Our January meeting is scheduled for Thursday 25th.
New members are very welcome!

Please contact Sarah Dalton at dalton_family@hotmail.com for more information.

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 9 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



]
LUMINATE
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OUR SERVICES

Our wide range of wellness treatments
will ensure a healthy lifestyle,
less stress, better productivity,
stronger immune system

and more.
Lymphatic drainage Holistic facials
Massage Skin Tightening
Oncology treatments Energy Healing
Pregnancy treatments Infrared sauna
Meditation Hypnotherapy
Nutrition and fitness Spa packages

luminate-wellness.co.uk . ‘

Becky ~ 07870 849351

luminatebarn@gmail.com

Ivy Barn, Main Street, West Hagbourne OX11 OND (We are by the duck pond, near Manor Farm)

YOGA & WELLBEING IN WALLINGFORD & STREATLEY
www.graceandgravity.studio

hello@graceandgravity.studio
07778 531469

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 10 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



Fundraising Dinner supporting Jennie’s Childrens’ Trust

We are delighted to announce that The Lancaster family are hosting a
fundraising meal in aid of “Jennie’s Childrens’ Trust” for the second year

. v
éﬁr"‘?ﬁwﬁﬂ? in a row. JCT is a charity that is very close to our hearts, we have volun-

AN '\-\.!_.r;’p'
ﬁ?ﬁg teered for them over the last few years as they work to create happy

memories for families who have suffered trauma. To find out more about

the work they do, please visit http://www.jennieschildrenstrust.org/

We would like to invite you to an evening of fine food and scintillating conversation on the
24™ of February 2024, at the Aston Tirrold and Upthorpe Village Hall. The evening will

consist of a four course set menu with a selection of amuse-bouche upon arrival.

Vegetarian options and dietary requirements will all be catered for. Please notify of any
dietary preferences when booking. Tickets are limited and will be on a first come first
served basis. The suggested donation per ticket is £50 with all profits going directly to
Jennie’s Childrens’ Trust. You are asked to bring your own drinks.

If you would like to join us, please email gracelancaster@gmail.com with confirmation and
the number of tickets required.

More details will be given nearer the time.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE

Thank you to the minsters for conducting the Remembrance Service and for reading out the names of the

‘Astons Fallen’ from both world wars.

Thank you to the PCC and the Churn Benefice, with special thanks to Amanda Le Conte, for her time. Guy
Liverton and Christopher Hawker tolled the tenor with precision timing again at St Michael’s Church.

Thank you to RAF Benson for their flypast.

Thank you to Jane Imbush from the Parish Council and Chris Keeble for laying the British Legion Wreaths
at the war memorial and thanks to Justin Keeble and everyone else who took part in the poppy appeal

this year.

Thank you to the War Memorial Committee (Christopher Hawker, Ryan Morris, Tom Coates and Anna

Dillon) for their work in keeping the grounds and memorial clean and tidy throughout the year.

Finally, with thanks to Aston Outdoors for planting replacement plants at the back of the war memorial
grounds.

Anna Dillon

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 11 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



Since 2004 we've been ereating dream gardens, each one as
individual and unique as the people we create them for. Carefully
designed, built and planted to bring joy for years to come.

11| id we'll ke it a it

www,wildtowonderful.co.uk
office@wildtowonderful.co,uk ™m0

01235 835664

Drum *

Landscaping

Hard and Soft Landscaping
Garden Clearance
Garden and Grounds Maintenance

Hedge Planting ® Hedge Cutting

Grass Cutting e Turfing ® Fencing

Power Washing e Winter Gritting
Licensed Waste Carrier

Insured

Call Nick = Home: 01235 859229
Mobile: 07922 701634

Email: ndrumlandscaping@gmail.com

NEED SOME HELP? ASK THE EXPERTS

- Tree removal - Tree pruning
- Tree thinning - Tree felling

« Stump grinding « Landscaping
« Hedge trimming - Fencing

We are city & guilds npte qualified and insured
you can feel safe dealing with us.

Call now to see how we can help Free no obligation quote

It CLASS
TREE SURGEONS

E. quote@firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk

Office 01491 651052
T. 07889 881 525

firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X

| Interior
| Decorator

10 Years Interiors Experience
Trained Colour Consultant
Murals
Wallpapering
Furniture Renovations

CORVUS
CANVAS

Liz Hart

07516 572 532
NSTRAGSAM ScorvusT89
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Astons Outdoors
Things get solved if you get involved

It's coming back......
Some years ago, the Astons had a Villagers Christmas Post Box.

Rather than you walk around delivering cards, Santa’s helpers have

returned and will deliver them. All you need to do is put the

individual’s name or family name and the house name on the card
and pop it into the post box located in the reception area of the
Chequers garage. Santas helpers time is free but, as per previous

times, if you would like to make a donation, please pop itinto t

he

post box with your cards, The donations will go to a local charity, The last collection will be Monday 18" December.

Get creative:

for your Diary table below for

Wildlife Rehabilitation
Because the talks we have held previously relating to wildlife
been so popular you will also see from the Dates for Your Dia

have a guest speaker coming to talk about the work being carried out at a

local Wildlife rescue centre.

What to do in the garden:

There a just a few places left on the Wreath / Table Centre Piece workshop (see Dates

timings). The cost is £20 per person, We will be

providing mulled wine and mince pies, along with all you need to make your
decorations but if you do want to bring some of your own, to personalise, please do so.

subjects have
ry that we

* Keep feeding the birds and wash the feeders regularly to minimise diseases spreading

« Rambling roses flower on the long whippy shoots prod
cut out all the stems that have flowered. Attach these

uced last year. After the birds have taken any rose hips,
to the support as horizontally as possible to encourage

blooms that cover the plant rather than towering out of sight

* Lightly prune Japanese Maple, lightly to retain its shape. Pruning should be dane before Christmas as they
come into growth early in the new year and would bleed sap if pruned too late

¢ Oriental Hellebore If you haven't had chance to cut the leaves back to ground level do it now so you get a clear
view of the flowers. The flowers may be emerging now so be careful not to cut them by mistake.

* Native Hedges contain useful food sources for wildiife so try and wait until the new year and then a looser,

wilder look than a formal hedge

Dates for you Diary:

12" December at the Village Hall 7.00pm — 9.00pm

Table Centrepiece & Wreath making workshop

31" January 2024 at the Village Hall 7.00pm - 8.15pm

Wildlife Rescue Talk & AGM (AGM takes 10 minutes)

Please contact Naomi (contactnaomi@icloud.com) Louise (louise.binder@live.co.uk)

Emma (emma.machin2018@gm

ail.com) Ji/! (jill tegg@icioud.com|

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 13
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Building And *
Bathroom Gontracto:-s

ALL TYPES OF WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING:

- Extensions
= Renovations, Repairs & Alterations
- Garage Conversions 4
« Landsecaping
all & Floor Tiling

Checkatrade.com

= Decorating

= graham-hammond@hotmail.co.uk

ww.applieb

) 07866 481808

ITb mortimer burnett

Chartered Accountants &

Business Consultants

Our services include:

Annual Accounts, Book-Keeping,
Payroll and VAT Returns for
Limited Companies and Sole Traders.
Guidance and Set Up for
Business Start Ups.

Personal Tax Returns.

01491 874332
admin@mortimerburnett.co.uk
www.mortimerburnett.co.uk
The White House, Mill Road,
Goring on Thames, RG8 9DD

Experienced Local Maths Tutor

+
q:.'rn E E I

+-’.| 52

(1= &)+

lﬂl — 5|_|:|

All levels and abilities

especially GCSE & A level

Contact Jane Barr Knight
on 07968300282

or janiehb@hotmail.com

J N\

MOSSINATOR"

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

2 Moss Removal

% Roof Cleaning Contact Jake
07971 669 751
info@mossinator.co uk

wWiww.mossinator.co.uk

2 Softwashing

% Patio & Driveway Cleaning

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X
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ASTONS CAFE & Post Office

at the Vilage Hall ' Moy,
every Tuesday 10am-12noon : l';(/l' 2

Fresh coffee, tea & homemade cake
0/« fnay 7;«%, /‘/may

Christmas Bazaar Tuesday 5" December 6pm — 8:30pm
Do come along - see our lovely Village Hall at its seasonal best
Christmas shopping on your doorstep
Wonderful local artisans, mulled wine and mince pies
Full details on the poster

Tea & Tech sessions: 12" Dec and 16" Jan
Need help with technology?

Bruno and his team are here to help

Contact: theastonsonline@gmail.com

or 07780 958249

= History table: always something interesting to see
o Wi-Fi: internet & email < BBC/ITV iPlayer
« Community book scheme:
books to buy, borrow & lend
¢ Induction loop (hearing assistance)
» Disabled & baby-changing facilities

Pick-up & drop-off service

available for those who aren’t ASTONS POST OFFICE
easily able to get to and from the

Café - let us know if you would 10am-12noon every Tuesday
like a lift. at the Astons Village Hall

The Astons Café is a ‘low
maintenance’ community effort,
sponsored by the Village Hall
Committee, which gives village
individuals and groups an
opportunity to meet and chat, sell or
donate items for use or re-use,
publicise  their  activities or
fundraise, and village enterprises an
outlet for their initiatives.

Your support is appreciated.

® FREE cash withdrawals from most major banks
® Pay in cheques to most major banks
® Good selection of greetings cards and stationery
e Gift cards (min £10)
e Car tax renewal e Passport check & send
e Parcel Force e Mobile e-topups e Bill payments
® Special delivery e ebay sales
... and no queues

Contact 01189 842294 - Pangbourne Post Office

Café contacts: Margaret Morant (850895), Louise Binder {851433), Jan Smith (850775)

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X
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5 Locksmiths

* Locked Out

« Key Snapped or Lost
» Faulty Locks

* Lock Upgrades

« UPVC Locks

* 24 Hour Emergency Locksmith Service

www.cppm.org.uk
email: colinpizzie@btinternet.com
tel: 01235 239068 / 07760 537147

Plant & Tool Hire for

Trade & DIY

Your first choice for the best
equipment, service and price.

lecr T
iIPLANT

Go to www.didcotplant.co. uk to
check our online catalogue.

01235 814000

South Moreton Primary School

School Tours for your family.
Are you new to the area, or considering school

applications for your children in the near future?

We offer families 1:1 personal tours with Mrs
Sadnchez, Headteacher. S M P S was inspected by Of-
sted last academic year, and the report noted that:

"Pupils clearly thrive at South Moreton Staff know

each pupil as an individual, nurturing warm
relationships so they feel safe and secure at school
Staff share their infectious enthusiasm and help pupils
to really enjoy school. Pupils’ behaviour at school is
typically first-class...they are well prepared for their

next stages of education"

Book a tour with the School Office. On 01235 813110 or

via office.2566@south-moreton.oxon.sch.uk. You can

also find out more about us on our website
www.south-moreton.oxon.sch.uk.

We look forward to meeting you!

Cheryl Sanchez

Headteacher, South Moreton Primary School

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X

DO YOU WANT TO

BOOST YOUR BUSINESS PROFILE?

DO YOU WANT TO

INCREASE YOUR REVENUE?

IF SO,

ADVERTISE HERE

SEE PAGE 3

FOR FULL DETAILS

16 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



Astonw Tirrold & Upthovpe

Village Hall

= Attractive galleried hall

* Wedding receptions, family celebrations,
children’s parties, village events

* Private functions, commercial use, club sessions

= Separate meeting room [Library Room)

* PA system, WiFi and Broadband

¢ Well fitted kitchen

= Stage and changing rooms

* Furniture & equipment hire

¢« Parking for non-hall events by prior arrangemeant

Monthly
Monday Yoga 12-Zpm A Wednesday Parish Council 8pm
Tuesday Astons Café  10am-12 3™ Tuesday  Tea & Tech 10am-12

(Astons Online)

Post Office  10am-132
Thursday Pilates 9:30am

Yoga Epm

See Village Information (back page] for more details

All Village Hall enquiries to Debbie - 01235 850238 before 9pm
email - astons.vhbooking@gmail.com

theastons. net/oastons-village-hall

Registered Charity: 300114 Premises Licence 9794

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 17 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



JAZZ & ) SERVICES

Garden Clearance, Hedge cutting,
Mowing, Strimming,

General building maintenance, Decorating,
Hardwood flooring installation & maintenance,
Based in Blewbury
07818665440

james.bvestate@gmail.com

GARDEN MACHINERY

SERVICE & REPAIR
From Strimmers & Chain Saws to

Ride on & Push mowers,
Based in Blewbury
Contact James Brown
07818665440

james.bvestate@gmail.com

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X
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Sweet Daisy

Perfect for every event and season

i

providing handcrafted, bespoke
sweet cones, jars, gift boxes and hampers.
Hire the Sweet Daisy Horsebox

for your event

Soutth Moreton
©F
FERERILT
Pre-school
Friendly, welcoming and inclusive

Secure, spacious open plan setting

Wide range of flexible activity
areas

Large garden and nature walks

Places available for children from
aged2to5

Flexible provider of 30-hours free
childcare scheme

Register now to reserve your place

B ‘om the Moretons, Astons and surrounding areas, including Di

B DOn, to arrange a visit or register for a place, you can contact us

southmoretonpreschool@googiemail.com

Visit our website https://southmoretonpreschool.co.uk/
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Have your say about
Christmas online shopping
(& scams) at our friendly
and relaxed discussions

Webinars using Zoom
Tuesday 5 December 10:30

We'll be discussing Christmas shopping online and digital
issues you bring to the meeting.

Tuesday 9 January 2024 10:30

When we'll discuss new devices like Apple watches and
things you've come across for the first time.

Book your place(s) at theastonsonline@gmail.com

In person

Tuesday 12 December 10:00 - 12:00

(By appointment only please)

Tuesday 16 January 10:00 — 12:00
Astons Village Hall (OX119EQ)

Please tell us, if you can, that you're coming to join our
round table discussion, what you'd like to talk about
and if you'd like a one-to-one meeting
theastonsonline@gmail.com

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 19 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



Astons Pet Services

Passionate about animals

| am professionally qualified and experienced,
in caring for family pets and small livestock.

If you are away from home for a few hours, or
weeks, | provide a variety of related services for
cats, dogs and other small pets, such as 30
minute ‘Pit Stop’, home visits and boarding.

Dogs that stay with us are cared for in our own
home, which is less stressful than traditional
boarding kennels.

Whatever your requirements may be, please
contact me (Theo):

Tel: 01235 859218
or mobile 07824 492443
Emaill: theo@astonspetservices.co.uk
Fully insured and certified in First Aids.

“we have an obligation and responsibility to
preserve and nurture and care for all life.” -
James Cromwell

A caring family owned and managed Funeral Service

« Specialists in Memorial Stones and Designs «

Larkmead #+«
vets T
Outstanding independent
et Care for

Sauth Oxfordshire

24 hours a day

www. larkmead.co.uk

= @

HOWARD CHADWICK I
FUNERAL SERVICE

« Dedicated Private Chapel of Rest
+ Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans +

Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford,
Wallingford OX10 8ED
Tel: 01491 825222

Caroline Kinash
Physiotherapy &
Pilates

New clinicin Benson

Musculoskeletal physiotherapy for
muscle, joint & soft tissue injuries.

Women's health covering mummy MOTs,
pregnancy conditions, bladder, pelvic

floor & prolapseissues.

Pilates classes Warborough
face-to-face & online.

For appointments and pricing
please contact Caroline Kinash

T: 07766233232
E: carolinekinash@gmail.com
carolinekinashphysio.com

l,

i
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See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X
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£
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' ‘Located in my salon in Didcot

£/

AR

Groommg
Marvellous '

Professional Dog Grooming,
Full Dog Grooming, Claws, *
Bath, Ears Cleaned

5

Text to book in or find me on
Facebook
Donna 07739 025408
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THEASTONS ~2ctzor

The Pavilion comprises a main entertaining area, fully equipped kitchen,
toilets, disabled access, changing rooms, baby changing and showers.
There is plenty of parking and hirers are able to use the outdoor space
for games and bouncy castles.

&

Pavilion Hire Charges

Receptions/General Parties: £60 (villager) £100 (non-villager)

Children’s Parties/Charity Events: £40 (villager) £60 (non-villager)

&

To arrange a viewing, and/or booKing, contact Luci Didriksen-Penfold via email:

astonspavilion@gmail.com

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 21 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



Astons Community Speedwatch

“A national initiative where proactive members of local communities
join, with the support and supervision of their local police, to record details

of speeding vehicles using approved detection devices in their local community

n

Care to join us?

Our Speedwatch activity is about
raising awareness of the dangers of
driving fast in a residential area with no
pavements, narrow roads, children,

older people, walkers and dog-walkers.

We are a small band of
volunteers who give an hour of
our time when we can to gather
statistics and to raise awarenes
with those driving at excessive
speeds.

Volunteers needed please!

Speeding is a real problem in our
villages. If we make every effort to drive
within the 20mph speed limit it should
encourage others to do the same and
certainly slow down those following us.

We would appreciate your feedback
on what we are doing (in confidence)
and are happy to answer any

questions you may have.

Please help us if you can.
Contact: 07887 567261
bob picken@hotmail.com

visit www.u3asites.org.uk/didcot.

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE D&D U3A

meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to
one meeting as a taster before joining. For details email chairman@didcotu3a.org or secretary@didcotu3a.org or

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X
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Astons eNews

All Astons residents are welcome to sign up to the Astons eNews - the Astons community email service. About
200 already have done so.

Astons eNews sends infrequent village-wide emails with important news/information that cannot wait for the next
monthly Astons News. The editorial team consists of Astons News editor and Astons Webteam.

The following criteria apply to eNews emails:
The email will be available to everyone in the two parishes.
Addressees will be invisible to all other recipients in order to preserve privacy.
There will be a simple unsubscribe facility on every email.
No commercials, no jokes, no opinions etc - just succinct information about events/activities.
eNews emails are not sent to highlight individual events unless the editorial team agrees that there are special
circumstances.

Email addresses supplied to eNews are not used for any other purpose nor are they passed on to other groups, clubs
or organisations.

(We have consulted the Information Commissioner’s Office and are complying with their and GDPR guidelines for
handling personal data)

Please sign up by emailing astonsenews@gmail.com if you wish to receive eNews emails and are not on the
circulation already.

The Astons Villagers Facebook Community (AVFC)

The Astons Villagers Facebook group was set up for residents of the Astons. With over 170 members joining, it is
becoming a valuable channel for all types of local information and knowledge sharing, including updates on local
news and events, details of impromptu get-togethers, items (or pets!) that have been lost or found, or for sale, or
donated, and promoting local activities and clubs.

With Astons’ Facebook, you can share information and get immediate responses about time-critical events —such as
last minute ticket availability, and updates on travel delays. As a social media channel, it's also a great way of
interacting with other villagers, complementing our other village communications channels such as the Astons News,
e-news [see below], and website, www.theastons.net.

We are a closed site, which means that you will be asked to confirm that you are a resident of the Astons (or if not,
to give a reason why you would want to join).

This is to ensure that information is restricted to members of the community and doesn't get used for any commercial
purposes (although we encourage local businesses to promote their services during the first week of each month).

TO JOIN:
If you already use Facebook, please search for Astons Villagers Facebook Community; the more members we
have, the more representative the group will be!

If you'd like to join, but aren't sure about how to use Facebook, then why not come along to one of our friendly,
regular technology help sessions in the Village Hall at the Astons Café on Tuesday mornings, 10.30am-12noon and
occasional evening specials.

They are for complete computer and internet novices, as well as more experienced users [see pages 9 & 16]. For any
more general questions about the group, please contact:

Kathryn Hawkey at kathryn.hawkey@gmail.com or Luci Didriksen-Penfold at luci.didriksen@hotmail.co.uk
who are the administrators for our Facebook group,.

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 23 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



David Johnson MP

Thank you very much to the 2,127 people who signed my petition to re-open Grove Station.

We are the proud home of the 11 EOD and Search Regiment at Vauxhall Barracks in Didcot, and it was a pleasure to
visit again and meet Lt Col Rob Swan and the team. Just this year they have so far responded to more than 1,800
requests in the UK to deal with explosive devices and | planted a remembrance stake in Parliament's Garden of

Remembrance in their honour.

Parliament Week takes place every November, and | was pleased to visit local schools and talk to different youth
organisations about my role as an MP and how they can get involved in politics, including: Wallingford School, St
Michael’s CofE Primary School in Steventon, Brightwell Primary School, St Blaise Primary School, the 7th Abingdon
Beavers, Chilton Explorer Scout Unit and Brightwell cum Sotwell Scouts.

| have been campaigning to improve our roads since | was elected and | have now launched my Local Roads Survey
to give you the opportunity to tell me exactly where you are seeing issues on our roads that need to be resolved —
including potholes, congestion, speeding and other safety concerns. | want to pull together a complete map of all
the issues we are facing, and where, so that | can raise these with the road authorities.

Fill it out at www.david-johnston.org.uk/RoadsSurvey.

Now that | am the Minister for Children, Families and Wellbeing, one of the things | have responsibility for is over-
seeing the Government’s big new expansion in childcare for parents. Once it is completed in Autumn 2025, it will
give working parents 30 hours of free childcare every week from when their child is 9 months old until they start
school. It is great be involved in delivering this exciting new policy and you can see exactly what you're eligible for

at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk

| wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

As ever, if | can help with anything then do, please get in touch via.johnston.mp@parliament.uk

Cholsey Repair Café

Saturday 20th January at the Cholsey Pavilion 11.00-13.45.

There is a charge for any spare parts needed but repair help is given free by volunteers — although a donation
towards running costs is always appreciated. The fixing crew can look at electrical faults, PAT testing, sharpening,
bicycle repairs, small woodwork jobs, needlework, general glueing and even ultrasonic cleaning of small items.

Advice is freely available if a repair isn’t possible on the day.

More information can be found at www.cholseyrepaircafe.com

Blewshed.
Opening times and membership: Tuesday and Saturday afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm.

Also on Thursday afternoons 1.30-4pm for those with a special interest in electronics.
BlewShed annual membership fee is £25 including the use of a very well-equipped workshop.
‘Club night' meetings are on the second Tuesday of each month at 7.30-9pm in the Shed (opposite the tennis club)

and everyone is welcome, whether or not you are a member.

Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary https://blewshed.home.blog/news/

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 24 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



ASTON TIRROLD & ASTON UPTHORPE PARISH COUNCILS

Parish Council Business

Parish Council meeting 8" November 2023 was held face to face in the village hall.

Planning
* P23/S3346/HH- for development work at the following location: Milestone Cottage, London Road,

Aston Tirrold, Didcot. The application is for: Demolish existing SE and NW extensions and
construct new single storey SE Entrance/Utility room and 2 storey NW extension with Kitchen at
ground floor level and Bedroom over - The PC support this application.

Roads and Traffic

* The drains down the Moreton Road have been cleared so that water can flow freely.

* The Millennium bench on the Hagbourne Road is looking tired and in need of some repairs to
improve its condition. Littering around the bench has also become an issue. The PC wonder, is
another bin needed, or does the bench need moving, perhaps? Some ideas are needed on what to do.
However, the PC feel it is best to leave any repairs to the bench until the Spring and will re address
then.

* There is a Link available on Facebook for residents to report any large vehicles passing through the
village that shouldn’t be and any damage that is caused.

Environment Group
We are still waiting for the postcards from OCC RoW officer.

CIL Monies

* There is one area we feel as a church we could justify asking for money and that is the handrails
that go from Aston Street towards St Michaels church. Although this is partly on church grounds
the path is used very frequently by all villagers. The wood on the hand rail is rotting and some of
the posts are now very unsafe. We have asked for a quote but not forthcoming as yet but it will
need to be hard wood. I think it is likely to cost about. £2-2.5k. - The PC would like some quotes
for the above work which they will then consider further.

Fibre Broadband
* The successful roll out is virtually complete.

SODC
* https://www.theastons.net/files/Astons DC_Report 081123.pdf

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13" December 2023

and will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY

The PC’s work is varied — from planning to ecology, speed awareness to tree planting. So whatever your particular
interest within our thriving village, you’ll find a place to make a difference. We are keen to represent as wide a
range of villagers as possible, so please contact Jane Imbush (below) to find out more. She can also put you in

touch with other councillors if you're unsure how to get involved.

Contact Jane Imbush (Chair) 07739 644 064 or email astons.parishclerk@gmail.com

See: Astonsonline, theastons.net, facebook, X 25 Astons News December 2023 Issue 596



THE ASTONS HISTORY PROJECT

Discovering and recording the Astons through the ages

QUR LATEST ADDITION:

The marvels of eBay! Below top right is a photo by EL Leach of the original Boot Inn in Thorpe Street - a view we've never seen
before. | say the oniginal because it burnt down in the mid 1930s and a new pub, now The Old Boot House’, was built. John
Lightfoot (who lved in the Astons as a child during WW2) told us that it was up and running before the war started, and also
told us that when the Allles’ victory was declared in June 1945 the pub plano was taken out onto the forecourt to accompany
the celebratory singing and dancing. (We think the new pub was probably bullt further back to provide space for parking -
obviously not a factor when the criginal was built)

This photo also shows Stockwells Cottage further along the
road, and if you look closely you will see a front door
opening directly onto the road, since remaoved.,

The door can be seen more clearly in the street view taken
from the other direction, see bottom right. That photo

appeared on the Astons Facebook back in 2020, with
memories by David Brownlie and John Lightfoot - see below
to the left of the photo.

Old photos and village memories are vital alds to our
understanding of past elements of village life which would
otherwise be forgotten

8rakspears Brewery sold The Boot in 1992, much lamented

(INE 0T Mi ATTRN WETINIPeY

An earlier (1900s) view showing just the Boot sign and @ The Boot in the 1970s, now with a different sign indicating the
Astons’ racing connections.

picket fence,

“The barn on the right 1s where they kept the Green Goddess
fire engine. | can remember them doing fire practice in the
orchard and using water from the pond in Baker Street”,
David Brownlie

*On the right before the wall you can see a large door that
was the Strange's barn/shed; they dealt in fruit cherries etc
They used to buy up lots of cherry orchards at Stoke Row and
Checkendon and that building was their store. My family
remember the new Boot being buift, the first Landlord was &
family named Clargo; they moved away to Blewbury and built
the mobile home site still there today”. John Lightfoot.

(Remember you con see photos in zoomabie detail in the
onlfine Astons News on the village website).
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Below is a photo of a presentation to Bob and Jean Carter {landlords of The Boot in the 1950s) at their retirement, with the
names of those present added, It also gives us the name of the Boot landlord during WW?2, a Mr. Brandon - marvellous

P bl (p-Ac By f (‘s diid

Remember you can see photos in zoomable detail in the online Astons News on the village website.

Astons History Project contacts: Jancis Smith 07714 734441, Anna Dillon 07786 876411
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ASTONS TEENS

Weird Christmas Traditions

As it is the run up to Christmas | thought that | would pause the guitar series and instead get you in the festive mood by telling
wou about some strange Christmas traditions around the world.

Japan:

in 1974 KFC launched a clever marketing campaign. This, combined with tiny Japanese ovens, led to many locals beginning to
eat fried chicken on Christmas day. Mowadays, around 3.6m lapanese people are indulging in KFC for Christmas; in fact
demand became so high, that an online service had to be created which enables families to order in advance and have it
deliverad In festive packaging

Venezuela:

in the weak l=ading up to Christrmas, Venezuelans attend a daily early moming mass church service, Bizzarety, in the capital,
Caracas, It 1% customany to fravel o the wervice on roller skates, This trend has proved 5o peopular that mary roads in the
capital are closed until Bam to provide safe passage for the warshippers

Sweden:

Cities across Sweden construct “Yule Goats' at the beginning of advent each year. These goats are straw structures in the
shape of a goat which can reach heights of 40 fest, This unusual tradition was first mentioned In the 11th century as a
‘man-sized” goat figure that accompanded Saint Nicholas, rowever it has Increased dramatically in size since, Unforfunately, as
waou may have guessed, some people see the goat to be more use a5 a bonfire and thus these goats have been destroyed 36
times since 1966,

Merry Christmas everyone and have a happy new year!

December Trivia: Sudoku Medium

i Which country started
the tradition of putting 5
up a Christmas tres?

How many Christmas
Lrees are grown in

Europe?

How many years do
Christmas trees grow
befare they are sald?

[ OGN0 GEET LN paLs nyopns

FanjzEnd g0 pns i sarand s sl py

How many Christrmas
treas do they have in
Buckingham Palace?

I which LIS state do you
find the town “Santa
Clays?

BUEI 'S ' ShESA
ST "E Uil 0 U7 AUBLLSD T
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Church Services for December 2023 and January 2024

+Sunday
3" Dacember

+5unday

17" December

+5unday

24" December

Monday
25" December

+S5unday
T January

+Sunday
21% January

How to contact us:

ADVENT SUNDAY

9.00am All Saints’ Aston Upthorpe
Parish Eucharist

3" SunDAY OF ADVENT

4.00pm 5t Michael's Aston Tirrold
Caral Service

4™ Sunpay oF ADVENT / CHRISTMAS EVE
3.00pm 5t Michael's Aston Tirrold
Crib Service

10.00pm All Saints’ Aston Upthorpe
Midnight Mass

CHRISTMAS

10.30am 3t Michaels Aston Tirrold
Parish Eucharist

EriPHANY

9.00am All Saints’ Aston Upthorpe
Parish Eucharist

3" Sunpay oF EPPHANT
4.00pm 5t Michasl's Aston Tirrold
Carol Service

Prayer Focus

Sidesmen, those wha help with
hospitality & catering, Flower

ArFangers

Families, children’s outreach,

family services & Mothers'
Union

All the churches in our benefice
& our relationships together

Sidesmen, thase who help with
haspitality & catering. Flower

arrangers

Children, our village schools &

sunday clubs

CYGnets youth group &
teenagers

Bookings for weddings, baptisms and funerals can be made by contacting the Benefice Office 01235 850267
or office@churnchurches,.co.u

¥ou can contact the clergy & staff on: -

Revd Jason 5t. John Micolle 01235 850267

Revd Loulse Butler
Revd John Clarke

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267

Elaine de Ridder

07837 009730
01235 510073

officei@churnchurches.co.uk

revliouiseb@aol.com
|phelarke @gmail.com
mark.rhodes-smith @churnchurches.co.uk

01235 850267

office@churnchurches.co.uk

The Benefice Operations Manager, Elaine de Ridder, is in the office from 9.00am - 2.30pm Monday to

Friday.
The Astons Churchwarden email is tirroldupthorpechurch@gmail.com if you wish to find out information
locally.
. 5 E Online Services
* #

L

CHURCH(B)H O M E

The online services continue every Sunday at 10.30am. Login after 10.00 to chat
beforehand or to check your technology. Access the Churn Churches website for

login details on how to join:

h ttgs:{,-_'www .churnchurches.co.uk/services-this-week/sunday-service.php

The new permarnent link for the Sunday service is https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice
Weekday evenings Compline at 8.00pm for 10 minutes. Access via hitps://meet.goto.com/312446493
Short reflection and daily prayer

During weekdays Fr lason writes a short reflection and prayer. If you would like to receive this, please
contact the office as above,

Home Home Communion is available to anyone who is unable to get to church through
Communion sickness or frailty, either for a short time or on a long term basis.
@ If you, or anyone you know, would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please
;_-.J contact the office 01235 850267 and Elaine will arrange it for you,
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Conversations at Christmas time

Christmas is very much a time for conversations - conversations with friends and family, conversations with
neighbours and perhaps also with strangers, as we do our Christmas shopping or take part in communal carol
singing. Sometimes these conversations will be light-hearted and full of fun, but I'm also well aware that
Christmas can also have it’s awkward moments. It can be a quite a stressful time, and it’s easy for tempers to
fray.

As | write these words, | am struck by the number of times conversations feature in the traditional Christmas
readings. The accounts of the events surrounding the birth of Jesus found in the gospels, especially in the gospels
according to Matthew and Luke, are fully of conversations. Some of these conversations involve a dialogue
between a human being and an angel, perhaps most famously in the story of the Annunciation, found in the 1st
chapter of Luke’s gospel. In this story, the angel Gabriel is sent to the Virgin Mary, and he begins the conversation
with the memorable words : ”Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you”. The conversation finishes with
Mary saying, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word”.

| think there is something very special about a good conversation. A good conversation is the opposite of a speech
or a monologue, in which one speaker gives the audience the benefit of their own particular thoughts and views.
A good conversation is a dialogue, in which the parties listen to each other and learn from each other, sharing
experiences and allowing the conversation to go where it will go.

| think we can learn so much from a good conversation, and this is why recently | have started hosting a series of
conversations around Christianity. These conversations provide an opportunity to explore the questions and
issues which might be occupying our minds. The next series starts on Sunday 26th November, and it runs for 4
weeks — you are very welcome to drop in to any one of the sessions, or come to all four! They take start at 230pm
at the Benefice Centre in Blewbury, and last an hour. Seasonal refreshments will be provided — conversation often
flows better with some tea and cake! There is no need to book a place, and everyone is most welcome, whatever
your particular beliefs.

May this Christmas time be a rich source of blessing to you all. - Father Jason

Conversations around Christianity
2.30pm to 3.30pm in the Benefice Centre
Starting 26 November

The opportunity for more “Conversations” and explorations around some themes relating
the Christmas celebrations and to see where our conversations will take us!
Sunday afternoons 2.30-3.30pm, 26 Movember till 17 December.
Seasonal treats and coffee/tea tool

Finiy ot Vkesmon ECUMENICAL ADVENT GROUP

T\‘gﬂ An Advent Course
based on the four songs of the Christmas Story:
Sﬂ“ The songs of Zachariah, Mary, the angels & Simeon
10:30 to 12 noon - Fridays 1, 8 & 15 December
at the home of Jenny Lader, Josie Midwinter to lead,
based on Amy Scott Robinson's *They Sang”.

Please let Elaine in the office know If you would like to take part,
dlso s0 that she can put you in contact with Jenny and losie and give you the address,
Contact via office@churnchurches.co.uk or 01235 850267

Churn Climate Change Action Group

The purpose of the Churn Climate Change Action Group is to encourage conversation

and action within the communities served by the Churn Benefice to reduce the impact

of Climate Change. If you would like to get involved with the CCCA, please contact

HURN EHURCHES Elaine in the Office and she will put you in touch with the group. New membears
always welcome!
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ASTON TIRROLD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
SERVICES OF WORSHIP
DECEMBER 2023 - JANUARY 2024
All services are in church and by Zoom (hybrid)

Except Monday 25 December: Christmas Day, 31 December and 28 January
2024 which are Zoom only

For a Zoom invitation, please email: jgallop@freeuk.com

N Worship Leader

Sunday 3 December Rev Philip Mader-Grayson - Communion
10.45 for 11.00am (hybrid) |
Sunday 10 December Cath Sefton and Rachel Tole — Theme of
10.45 for 11.00am (hybrid) Joy

Sunday 17 December Worship Group — Theme of Peace N
10.45 for 11.00am (hybrid)

Sunday 24 December Carols and readings by candlelight

6pm Christmas Eve Refreshments in the Centre following

service

Monday 25 December Christmas Day Abigail Perrow
10.45 for 11.00am (Zoom Only)
Sunday 31 December Abigail Perrow
10.45 for 11.00am (Zoom Only)

Sunday 7 January Rev Stephen Thornton — Communion
- 10.45 for 11.00am (hybrid) ,

Sunday 14 January Scott Wheeler

10.45 for 11.00am (hybrid) B , i

Sunday 21 January Rev Donald Norwood

10.45 for 11.00am (hybrid) - B o

Sunday 28 January Joanna Tulloch

10.45 for 11.00am (Zoom only)

All are welcome

Our regular writing group is currently meeting in the Centre for Reflection on the first
Thursday of every month 2 — 4pm. Please contact Margaret Gallop on
d.margaret.gallop@gmail.com if you would like to join this group.

The meditation group will meet in the Centre for Reflection on the first and third
Wednesdays of the month at 11.30am. Contact: julieireneyoung(@gmail.com.

With very best wishes from our corner of the village.
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Recommended Tradespersons
If you have a personal recommendation, send it to editorastonsnews@gmail.com

Recommended Tradesmen Advice: You are advised to contact the recommender before you employ the
tradesperson, especially if the last recommendation is several years old. Tradespersons are kept on the list for three

years, after which they are removed, so they need a new recommendation in order to stay on the list after that time.

Name

Comments

Recommended by

Builders, Decorators, Property Maintenance, Handyman

Jamie Weatherley.
Mobile: 07951 852690
Landline: 01189 615234

Jamie has recently completed both internal and external
redecoration works at our house. This was all completed to
his usual very high standards, he is meticulous in his work
and the end result is excellent. He is very clean and tidy and
takes great care in the home. He is also completely
trustworthy. I can recommend him without hesitation.

Mike Hill 851149
(20222)

Computers + electronics etc

Steve Wicks, PC Technician
01491 825449, 07513 297 547
www.thepctechnicians.co.uk,
contact @thepctechnicians.co.uk

Desktop / laptop / tablet / printer? Problems with
hardware/ software, e-mail, internet, wi-fi, or peripherals?
Steve makes things very simple and straightforward and
manages not to make me feel like an IT simpleton!

Christopher Hawker
850534
c.hawker433@btinternet
.com (2023)

Domestic: Cleaners, Ironing etc

House Cleaning
Gabriella 07845 782906

Gabriela has worked for several villagers and currently has
space for another client. I can thoroughly vouch for her as
hard working, with attention to detail and honest.

Lizzie Thornton-Allan
851732
(2021)

Magdalena Kosinska -Cleaner

simk@hotmail.co.uk

07805375872

| really recommend Magdalena's cleaning service. She is
exceptionally good at cleaning, focusing on detail. Reliable,
flexible and trustworthy. | have never had a cleaner like her.
She never let me down

Isabelle Dupont
isabelledupont69 @
gmail.com (2023)
0000 000 0000

Theresa James Ironing

Theresa will pick up and deliver your ironing back within a

Lizzie Thornton-Allen

Causeway Electrical Solutions Ltd.

Village Hall and in my house. Efficient, reliable, reasonably

07780 820754 couple of days. She provides a friendly, reliable and quality 851732
service. (2019)
Electricians
Robin Wilkinson Robin has done lots of excellent work in the churches, in the | Christopher Hawker

850534

www.oiltec.co.uk
colin@oiltec-services.co.uk.
0776 654 2116, 016352011472

central heating boiler and I find him excellent for regular
servicing. Also diagnosing and repairing any rare problems.
Reliable, knowledgeable, friendly and reasonable charges.

E-mail: info@causewayes.co.uk priced and very competent, I have always been more than | c.hawker433@btinternet.
Mob: 07802 487159 happy to entrust him with any electrical task or project. com
(2019)
Gas & Oil
Colin McMordie Colin continues to provide excellent service to my oil-fired | Edward Betts

01235 850726
(2019)

Pest Control

Shire Pest Solutions:
office@shire-pest-solutions.co.uk
07709 323095

Came out promptly and resolved a rodent issue. Friendly
and good value.

Joanna Hart
01235 850517
(2019)
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Recommended Tradespersons Continued

He is fast; efficient; tidy and cost effective.
Highly recommended.

Pets
FORWARD FOCUS Jo Tidmarsh recommended Alison because our dog|Biddy & Christopher
Veterinary Physiotherapy Amber had become painfully lame. Alison is very calm | Hawker
Hands-on complementary therapy |and gentle, but gives owners huge confidence in her [ 01235 850534
for dogs, cats and horses abilities. She will continue with maintenance visits | (2020)
Alison Pearce 07989 396 369 every few months. We couldn’t be more pleased. It
Alisonpearcevetphys- has been worth every penny. (Veterinary consent is
io(@gmail.com required before Alison can treat an animal.)
forwardfocusvetphysio.co.uk
Plasterer
mitchpurvisplastering@yahoo.co.uk Mitch Purvis Tim Millin

We have used Mitch for many years for our various| 01235 850207
0756 3079829 plastering/rendering requirements. 0770 6663631

middlefell@ic24.net
(2020)

Plumbing and Heating Engineers

Adam

AA Plumbing Services,

Tel: 01235 812971,

mob: 07763221257,
www.aadplumbingservices.co.uk

Adam is a tidy fast worker with excellent results at a
reasonable charge. He offers free estimates with no call out
charge and covers anything from a simple leak to a complete
bathroom installation, including associated electrics and
tiling. A very experienced expert who has done many jobs
for me over the last few years.

Adam came replace the thermostat in our immersion
heater. Excellent service!

Edward Betts
01235 850726
(2019)

Penelope Curtis
01235 850794
(2023)

KWC Heating Services Ltd
www.kwc-heating.co.uk

contact@kwc-heating.co.uk

01235 537389

Michael Clarke is a first-class heating engineer who I have
used for many years (and his father before him)

Professional Engineer with many years’ experience in all
types of boiler/central heating/plumbing/under floor heating
etc. Cost effective and very tidy. Gas Safe certified

Highly recommended

Tim Millin

01235 850207
0770 6663631
middlefell@ic24.net
(2020)

Seamstress

Sophie Morris
Mobile:07765 355217
Landline 01235 815316.

Sophie has done a number of alterations for me of
dresses, jackets and a coat beautifully . She has made
clothes and done alterations for a number of others in
the village. She is a former Annabelinda seamstress
based in Didcot. A really lovely and helpful lady. Highly
recommended.

Katharine Verrill
kmvrrll@gmail.com
(2023)

Asylum Welcome

at bike@asylum-welcome.org

Tessa Mayhew, tessamayhew@btinternet.com.

Asylum Welcome is always looking for more donated bikes for men, women and children. We can only accept
donated bikes if they are in reasonable working (rideable) condition — gears and brakes fully functioning, needing
no more than lubrication, adjustment or very minor repairs.. We currently accept bikes by appointment only.
Please contact Nasser, our Bike Project Coordinator, or Mark and Tino, our Bike Project volunteers

Many thanks for the bikes already donated. Appreciation is so positive; they really do help clients at Asylum
Welcome who can't afford public transport.
I go in to Asylum Welcome on Wednesdays and am happy to take in any bikes that have been accepted by AW
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Claire Belcher (38)

Experienced mother of two boys, with
previous care and babysitter experience.
Available for babysitting, evenings and
weekends. References available. Weekday

evenings £8phr, Weekend evenings £10phr.
07568 477 599

Zara Butcher (16)

Available for babysitting in the evening
Lives in the Astons

07377115093

Felix Diamond
¢ Agedl6

N Lives in the Astons

+ Is available for babysitting duties

Phone 07553 763 980.

Sam Ferguson (18) Phone 07555549201
Available for babysitting or pet sitting week-
ends, evenings and school holidays.

Lives in the Astons

Katie Ferguson (16) Phone : 07523178076
Available for babysitting or pet care week-
ends, evenings and school holidays.

Lives in the Astons

James Hart (16)
Available for babysitting
weekends
and school holidays.
Home 01235850517
Mobile 07485284784

PLEASE NOTE: PARENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE
FOR THEIR CHILD’S WELFARE AT ALL TIMES
WHEN EMPLOYING A BABY SITTER

Lottie Hart (15)
Available for babysitting
weekends
and school holidays.
Home 01235850517
Mobile 07484295323

Eve Lancaster (15)

Available for babysitting
at weekends, evenings
and during school holidays.

Mobile: 07962 182844

Roselle Isaac (15)
Available for: Babysitting
Pet care/pet-sitting
weekends, evenings and school holidays
Lives in the Astons
Please contact: 07751195432

Olivia McCarthy

18 years old
Available to babysit
Lives in Aston Tirrold

07544 109 504

Lucy Vallings
Age 15
Available for babysitting and pet care
(weekends and school holidays).
07568 629963
01235 850659
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COMMUNITY SERVICES AND POLICE INFORMATION

DEFIBRILLATOR SITES: VILLAGE HALL Car park [outside library room] &
PAVILION at The REC. Ring 999 to get an access code to open the cabinet door.

Countywide Dial a Ride Service for the disabled & mobility impaired
0845 3101111 http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/oxfordshire-dial-ride#routes

Thames Valley Alert, contacts

Email emma.wilkes@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk, or phone 07800 702188 (on duty only). Non emergency calls
quote my shoulder number C9976. ‘Community Messaging’ provides information about crime and police activity in
your area via phone or email. Visit our website, where you can sign up: http://
www.tvpcommunitymessaging.org/rmwebportal/startup.aspx

CRIME STOPPERS

Anonymously pass on information about crime to the Crimestoppers 24:7 hotline 0800 555 111

Crimestoppers is a charity and not part of the police.

Thames Valley Police Team for the Astons area

Your Neighbourhood Policing Team consists of Inspector Mark Harling, Sergeant Fraser Weller, PC Bob
Mclntyre, PC Simone O’Dell, PCSO Sue Harris, PCSO Marie Davenport, PCSO Sarah Jones, PCSO Tarran Golby
& PCSO Clare Beale.

Nuisance phone calls: To register your number with the telephone preference service to help prevent

the receipt of live unsolicited sales and marketing calls, phone 0800 398 893 or go to www.tpsonline.org.uk. It

will not stop computer generated calls or calls that are not sales and marketing related.

Fly-Tipping— How to report it:

Go to southoxon.gov.uk, then click on ‘services and advice’ and type ‘fly-tipping’ into the search box;

click ‘Fly-tipping’ when it appears & fill in the ‘report fly-tipping online’ form, or phone 03000 610 610

Reporting Potholes in the Astons

Report potholes and other hazards on the roads in Aston Tirrold and Aston Upthorpe to:

www.potholes.co.uk and www.fixmystreet.com

Reporting Rural Crime

If you become a victim of rural crime or suspect that a crime has taken place, you should report it to police by
calling the non-emergency number, 101. If an incident is in progress, or there is an immediate threat to life, you
should call 999.

Cineworld Didoot:------0871 2002000, cmeworld.couk didcot,
Comerstone Arts Centre: 01235 515 144, comerstone-arts.org
The Corn Exchange: ----01491 825 000, Www.comexchange.orguk/boxoftice
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Village Representative Organisations & Village Information

AT & AU Parish Councillors Village Clubs & Organisations
Jane Imbush (Chair) and H&D 07739 644064 | | s\pAC Emma Machin 07840 862946
Simon Young (Vice-chair) & Housing and Development Astons Café Margaret Morant 07899 748209
07934 401377 Louise Binder 07713 314662 851433
Joanna Hart (ARC) 850517 | Astons Outdoors  Naomi Simmonds 859218
Peter Butcher (Footpaths) 07956 976159 Louise Binder 851433
Church Cleaning Biddy Hawker 850534
Henry Weeks (Broadband) 07977 ST8479 Church Flowers  Penelope Curtis 850794
Neil Carter (Broadband) 07932748110 || - ioket Club~ Ralph Smith 07340 346511
Jane Barr Knight (Roads & Traffic) 07968 300282 Downs Rescue 0911911
Parochial Church Council (PCC) Book Club Sarah Dalton: dalton_family@hotmail.com
Tim Lake (Chair and Churchwarden) 850468 ) . .
Amanda le Conte (Churchwarden) 351546 Astons History Project ~ Jan Smith 850775
Christopher Hawker 850534 | | Community speed watch bob_picken@hotmail.com
George Curtis (Deanery Synod Rep) 850794 07787 567261
ﬁ/:('jfypl:ﬁv(v-:-(er (Secr(;tary) ?3?251 i: Pavilion Hire Luci D-P astonspavilion@gmail.com
ike Hill (Treasurer
Joanna Hart 850517 South Moreton Pre-School 819647
Email tirroldupthorpechurch@gmail.com Thames Valley Alert Tirrold: Steve Morant 07561 315882
Village Hall Management Committee Upthorpe: Ian Clark 850103
Chris Coupland (Chair) 07801 715439 Toddlers’ Group  Georgie astonstoddlersgroup@gmail.com
Mike Hill (Treasurer) 851149 Astons enews team: astonsenews@gmail.com
. . F k : Kathryn.hawk il.
Debbie Coates (Bookings) before 9pm 850238 acebook team: Kathryn hawkey@gmail.com or
' ] . Luci.didricksen@hotmail.co.uk
or email: astons.vhbooking@gmail.com theAstons.net website team : webmaster@theastons.net
Margaret Morant (Astons Café) 850895 Bruno Brunskill, Anna Dillon, Jan Smith, Jeremy Imbush
Louise Binder (Astons Outdoors) 851433
Greg Locke 850463 _
Nicole West 07939 265555 _ _Agenc1_es and Emergency numbers
y R on C . ARC Citizens Advice Bureau 0344 411 1444
stons Recreation Committee ( ) Didcot Volunteer Centre 816709
(ARC is a sub-committee of the Parish Councils) NHS non-emergency number 111
Gavin Wood 07932257676 Pollice: non urgent calls 101
Police crime stoppers 0800 555 111
Jo Walshe (Treasurer) 850502 Power Cuts 105
Joanna Hart 850517 Thames Water 0800 316 9800
Luci D-P (Bookings) astonspavilion@gmail.com
Nigel Hawkey 07748704151 Astons Village Hall Post office
Amberley Diamond 07771995906 | | Tu€sdays 10.00-12noon
. [Pangbourne Post Office: 01189 842294]
Ben Prior
Blewb Post Office: CHANGED HOURS:
Pavilion key holders: Luci, Joanna ewbury Fos ce

Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays: 9am to 3pm

CLP Groups Tuesdays and Fridays ; 8.30 to noon & 2.30 to 5pm
Roads and Traffic:- Jane Barr Knight 07968 300282 | | cholsey Post office (inside Tesco)
Housing and Develop.llnent :— Simon Younog7: 034 401377 6a.m.-10.00pm
t .
your.lgas onspe@gmail.com East Hagbourne Post Office
Environment Group — )
Anna Dillon dillon.anna@gmail.com Mon-Fri 9am -12.30pm.
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ASTONS NEWS CHRISTMAS QUIZ. A bottle of fizz + box of chocs to the winners

Deadline to receive entries is January 15th. See p2 to send by email or by hand. Tie break if scores are level.

Christmas Time Questions:

1) In "Love Actually", who plays the British Prime Minister?

2) Which singer had a festive hit with the song "Last Christmas"?

3) Wallace has a particular fondness for which type of cheese, often mentioned during Christmas specials?
4) What is the name of the market where Del Boy and Rodney Trotter often sell their goods?

5) Which British actor played the role of Ebenezer Scrooge in "The Muppet Christmas Carol"?

6) The Pogues released a Christmas song featuring Kirsty MacColl. What's the name of the song?

7) "The Snowman" features a song performed when the snowman and the boy fly together. What is the title?
8) Which alien race, known for saying "Delete!", prominently featured in a Doctor Who Christmas special?
9) In "The Vicar of Dibley", who played the vicar, Geraldine Granger,

10) Which British actor stars in the 1951 film adaptation of "Scrooge"?

11) Which festive food is traditionally eaten at the end of Christmas dinner?

12) What is the title of the comedic Christmas song by Benny Hill that describes a festive chase scene?

13) Who plays the main character, Ebenezer Blackadder in "Blackadder's Christmas Carol".

14) In "Gavin & Stacey", who is obsessed with Christmas and often goes overboard with the festivities?
15) Which series, set in a department store, had an episode where the staff camped out in the store overnight?
16) Which British actor narrated the 1982 Christmas animation "The Snowman"?

17) A British animated film adaptation of Raymond Briggs' children's book, is simply named after which figure?
18) "It's Christmaaaas!"? Is a line from which 1970’s Christmas hit?

19) Which event, involving Lady Mary Crawley, in Downton Abbey, occurred in the 2012 Christmas episode?
20) EastEnders, 1986, which character famously served his wife divorce papers as a Christmas "gift"?

21) In the world of British pantomime, who often exclaims, "He's behind you!"?

Films

1) Who played the lead role in the 2001 film "A Beautiful Mind"?

2) What 2002 film directed by Steven Spielberg portrays the life of Frank Abagnale Jr.?

3) Which 2003 film features Johnny Depp as Captain Jack Sparrow?

4) In the movie "Lost in Translation" (2003), where is the main setting?

5) Who directed the 2004 superhero film "Spider-Man 2"?

6) What 2005 film tells the story of a group of friends who go on a road trip to California's wine country?
7) In the film "The Departed" (2006), who plays the character Billy Costigan?

8) Who won the Academy Award for Best Director for the film "Slumdog Millionaire" (2008)?

9) In "Avatar" (2009), what is the name of the fictional moon inhabited by the Na'vi?

10) Who portrayed the character Gollum in "The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers" (2002)?

4 Teens

1) "What A Man Gotta Do" is a January 2020 single from which American group?

2) Which Justin Bieber track opens with the line "Say the word, on my way..."?

3) With which Cuban singer did Shawn Mendes team up with on the track "Sefiorita"?

4) For which video does Duo Lipa dance through a coloured section; red, yellow, blue, green and rainbow?
5) Which American sings "My last made me feel like I would never try again"?

6) In the video for "You Should Be Sad", which singer visits an underground Country and Western nightclub?
7) 'Rare’' is the third album from which American star?

8) "Alone, Pt. II" is a track from DJ Alan Walker and which American artist?

9) Which singer-songwriter had a 2019 hit with 'Someone You Loved'?

10) Which 2019 hit contains the lyrics 'I got the horses in the back / Horse tack is attached / Hat is matte black...’
True or False

1) True or False: The Earth has only one natural satellite, the Moon.

2) True or False: George Washington was the first President of the United States.

3) True or False: The Great Wall of China is visible from space.

4) True or False: The Eiffel Tower is taller in the summer.

5) True or False: The human body has 206 bones at birth.

6) True or False: The Amazon River is the longest river in the world.

7) True or False: The Statue of Liberty was a gift from France to the United States.

8) True or False: Goldfish have a three-second memory.

9) True or False: Pete Way was born from a dragon’s egg

10 True or False: It is more expensive to live in Aston Upthorpe than Aston Tirrold

Christmas meaning: Just to remind us all why we are here...

1) Which musician said that his band was “more popular than Jesus now”?

2) Where in the Bible do we read about the Birth of Jesus?

3) Who was Mary’s cousin?

4) What gift from the Wise Men was a symbol of royalty?

5) Who was present at Jesus’ birth?

6) Mary had other children after Jesus. True or False?

7) In the Bible, Jesus is referred to by four other names. What are they?
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